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MISSION STATEMENT 

To promote the Japanese culture 

and preserve the Japanese      

American experience through    

education, events and activities 

for our community.  
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May 16, 2015 
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PRESIDENT 'S M ESSAGE          

     I hope everyone is enjoying the remaining month of summer and keeping cool. In June, the SFV        

Buddhist Temple had their annual Obon Festival at the Community Center.  Saturday was much cooler than 

Sunday, but the turn out was great.  People enjoying dancing, eating ethnic food and playing bingo with their 

families  and most of all, seeing old friends and meeting new friends. 

     The Endowment  Committee is meeting quarterly  and they are working to establish a Legacy Society 

Fund where members can donate assets such as their estate, property, car, etc. to the Community Center. 

The funds that we invested are doing quite well. 

     We would like to thank Grant Kuwata, Troop 719, his parents and all the volunteers who came out to help and support   

Grantôs Eagle Scout Project at the Center.  For his project, Grant built three traditional Japanese fences in the area by the flag 

pole in the back parking lot.  When I came to see the project in the morning, parents had brought their own power tools to cut the 

wood and the kids were sanding and painting the cut boards. It was quite amazing to see so many volunteers working together.    

I want to tip my hat to Grant and all the volunteers and say thank you for a job well done.   

     I had a chance to help pick up fish in San Diego for the Hot Meal Program. It was 

quite an experience!  All the stories that you heard is true!  Bert Inouye, Eric Kayegama 

and I left the center around four in the morning. On the way down, we had a blow out  

and had to call AAA.  It was an unexpected adventure!  By the time we arrived at the 

Wharf, it was around seven oôclock.  We helped unload the fish from the boat and sort-

ed out the fish. Fortunately, Richard Goka was on this trip and he caught a ñfirst placeò 

tuna that weighted 268 lbs.  So, exchanged a few of our smaller fish for this big catch. It 

was so nice of him.  We came back to the center at around noon and were greeted by 

the volunteers who were to put the fish in the freezer.  One nice thing 

was that we were treated to a nice breakfast. 

     A new wrought iron fence and gates along the Remick Street will 

be going up shortly before the Japanese School starts in     August. 

     We are always concerned with safety and security of the Center 

and finally the lighting in the rear parking lot behind the Japanese 

School was installed. Now, evening   parking will be much brighter!  

     The Future Planning Committee is chaired by Margeret Takimoto. They met at the end of July to prepare a 

survey that will be going out to our members. The survey will consist of what kinds of programs and facility  

usage you would like to see at the Center in the future?  So, please take a few moments to fill out the survey 

and return to the Center.  It is very important for us to hear your opinions and suggestions since each one of 

you is a part of this future planning of our Center. 

     A few of us from the Center will be attending the Nisei Week Coronation at the JACC to support Kelsey 

Nakaji Kwong.  Letôs all support Kelsey!!  

 

Paul Jonokuchi, President 

 

Would Your Family Be Interested? 
 

ñCamping Trip for  

SFVJACC Member Familiesò 
You bring your sleeping bag & tent é. 
We provide the site, meals & gearé. 

  
Create memories with your  Family & 
Friendsð Roast Smores, Sing Songs 
around the Campfire, Gaze at the 

StarsΣ Fishing, Hot Springs, Rock 
Climbing Clinic, Paddleboarding, etc. 
 

SFVJACC would like to plan such a 
trip for our membersô families. We are 
working with Monarch Adventure 
Camp, an extension of Monarch Day 
Camp program at LA Valley College.  
We would like to hear from you if you 
are interested.  Call Lois Okui (818) 
899-1989 or email:  loisokui@aol.com 

   
 
 
 

 
 SUPER  
 BINGO  
 FUNDRAISER  

Saturday,  
November 7, 2015  
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DONATIONS TO HOT MEALS 

For the Months of May & June 2015 

THANK  YOU TO EVERYONE FOR     
THEIR GENEROUS DONATIONS! 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

For the Months of May & June 2015 

 

Use of Facilities 

Kaleleonalani Hawaiian Civic Club 

Ping Pong Club 

SFV JACL 

Kapunas 

Wednesday Nite Basketball 

Hitomi's Cooking Class 

Tuesday Exercise Class 

Jan & Co. 

   Yoshi Matsuda, Barbara Nakatsu, Brian Matsuda,    

   Toji Hashimoto, Janet Schuetze  

Poker Club 

Margaret Takimoto 

Friday Exercise Class 

Tai Chi Class 

Hula Wahines 

Country Western Music 

Miscellanous 

Coffee Donation 

Copier Donation 

Don Akamine ....................................... 2 lbs. Coffee 

EGAO .............................................. 2 (3 lbs) Coffee 

Tim Elliot & Harriet Takahashi ....... Case (10 reams)     

                                                            of copy paper  

Maku Cuizon ....................................... 2 lbs. Coffee 

Joanne Nakamura .............................. Box of 33 gal 

                                                                 trash bags  

Yone Takimoto ................................ 2 (2 lbs) Coffee  

 

Musashi Restaurant ....... 100# rice, 2 pkgs chopsticks, 5 gal oil 

Chiz Morita ..................... Teacakes for husband Willy's 6th          
                                        memorial 

Denise Tanaka ............... Goldfish crackers 

Yone Takimoto ............... Cucumber tsukemono 

Tony Servera .................. $25 Macy's gift card 

Shiz Shiraishi ................. 1 Gal. shoyu 

Toshi Sugii ..................... Box of plastic forks 

Ron Imazu ...................... Kimchee 

Musashi Restaurant ....... 100# rice, 5 gal oil 

Kazu Nakamura ............. Birthday cake 

Walter Fujimori ............... Donuts for K volunteers (twice) 

Bob Goka ....................... Utility cart 

Rex Shimizu ................... Two squeezees 

Doreen Kawamoto ......... Box of choco ice cream bars for  
                                        kitchen volunteers 

Michiko Tokunaga .......... Cookies for kitchen volunteers 

Dr. Bo Sakaguchi ........... Monetary donation for the Hot Meal     

                                        volunteer luncheon 

Donations 

Mapfre USA 

   Commerce West profit sharing   

Yoshiko Hazama 

   In memory of husband George Hazama 

Cheryl Shojinaga and John Fukunaga    

   Schwab Charitable Contribution 

Stan and Diane Date 

Yeiko Imamura 

Line Dancing  

   In memory of George Hazama  

Ikuko Sogabe  

   Donated back a portion of $500 prize from Family    

   Day Picnic 

Flora Teramura 

   In appreciation of granddaughter Kara Tanaka  

   receiving the SFVJACC scholarship 

Steven and Linda Yamamoto 

Greg Kimura 

   United Way Charitable Contribution 

Anonymous 

   IBM Charitable Contribution 

Satomi Nishimoto  

Ritsuko Shinbashi 

   Ikebana Demonstration Donation 

Mae Shishido  

   Donation to the Veteransô Memorial Fund 

Gulbir and Judith Walia 

   Donation to SF Athletics Association 
 

LOST & FOUND 

Have you lost anything?  Our lost & found is    

starting to accumulate quite a few things, such    

as clothing, dishes and many other things. 

Call Lois Okui (818) 899-1989 to see if we have it. 
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DEAN CAUDILL, 2014 SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT - COLLEGE UPDATE 
 

     High school certainly does 

feel like a long time ago, even 

if it only has been 8 months 

since I've graduated. But I've 

certainly enjoyed myself in my 

half-year at Berkeley so far. 

The environment here caters 

far more to my interests than 

high school was, especially now that I'm 

amongst people who are very much like me. I 

feel like I really "belong" here, that my quirkiness 

and personal oddities are not quirks or oddities 

at all, but more the socially accepted normality 

here. I don't have to hide behind a facade of 

normalcy and I can just be who I am here. 

     That said, it's hard on me to not be the top of 

the intellectual pecking order. In high school I 

was renowned for my abilities, but here it's   

simply accepted that I can do such things, and 

meeting up to their expectations can be fairly 

daunting and even stressful at times. But when I 

think about all that I've gained from coming here, 

both educationally and socially, I don't really 

think it's that big a deal. I am happy here; that's 

all there is to it. 

     I get homesick at times, but I think I've found 

a second real home here in Berkeley. It's a 

splendid atmosphere where I can be who I want, 

and where I get to study the things that I truly 

love.  

We would also like to acknowledge Smart & Final in Pacoima for giving us a discount on the purchases made for the 
Bake Sale.    

      

MEIJI  SENIOR  CLUB       

     Thank you to all the people who helped make the Meiji Club Bake/Food Sale at SFVJACC a 

success.  Your hard work and effort were greatly appreciated.  

     A special thank you to all who donated items to the sale.  Everything looked yummy and we sold 

completely out of all our goods.  I am sure most of us have dessert for the next couple of weeks.   

     Thank you to the people who helped set up the sale items.  This was a big job and everyone did 

so well.      Pricing was a challenge but guessing works. 

     Thank you to all  and we could not have done this without your support. 
 

Thank You To The Following For Their Generous Donation - 

Shinsato, Jean  

Shishido, Anna  

Sugii, Toshi  

Takimoto, Yone  

Yamada, Kay  

Yamaguchi, Sumi  

Yamamoto, Janet 

Callier, Hazel  

Doomey, Liz  

Evelyn Yaeko  

Gohata, Yas  

Imazu, Roy  

Inoue, Kay  

Iwamasa, Grace  

Jonokuchi, Paul  

Kawamoto, Doreen  

Kimura, Sumi  

Kishi, Marilyn  

Ksuhida, Mitzi  

Kus, Michiko  

Lew, Genevieve & Gene  

Longworth, Joy  

Matsuda, Yoshi  

Mitarai, Evelyn  

Monji, Yo  

Murphy, Marian 

Muto, Eiko  

Nakamura, Joanne  

Nomura, Yoko  

Oda Family 

Oda, Nancy  

Rasmussen, Kumiko  

Rivera, Satsuki  

Sato, Eiji & Marge  

Sato, Flo & Curly  

Shimbashi, Reitsuko  

Shimizu, Lorraine  

 

Taiko Class  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reid Taguchi (back row on the 

right) and Eryn Tokuhara 

(kneeling on the left) are teach-

ing taiko to CC members          

on Thursday evenings and          

Saturday mornings. If you would 

like to join the fun, call the CCôs 

office (818) 899-1989.   
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My Eagle Scout Project At The CC            By Grant Kuwata 
 

My name is Grant Kuwata.  I am a life scout from Troop 719 which is sponsored by Faith United Methodist Church in      

Torrance.  My troop is mostly a Japanese American Boy Scout troop so it helps me learn more about my Japanese culture too.  

I live in Agoura Hills and am a sophomore at Oak Park High School.  I have 2 older brothers, Hawk and Jake who are both    

Eagle Scouts. To obtain the rank of Eagle Scout, a scout is required to complete a service project.  I have played basketball at 

the CC with my team, Gang Green since I was in kindergarten.  So when it was time for me to complete my eagle service     

project, I knew I wanted to give back to the CC for 

all the wonderful experiences I have had throughout 

my life. I spoke with SFVJACC President Paul 

Jonokuchi who had the perfect idea for my project.  

My project was to build 3 wooden fences for a    

Japanese Rock Garden by the Japanese school.   

After months of planning, I completed my      

project on Saturday, June 20. My family and I       

arrived at the CC at 6:30 am to get the coffee      

started and breakfast ready for the troop. The troop 

arrived about 8 am and after saying grace, we all 

enjoyed a great breakfast including Gardena Bowl 

fried rice, sausage and donuts. I gave the scouts a 

safety talk to prevent any injuries and then we   

started working.  The dads cut all the wood and the 

scouts stained the wood.  It was a hot day for my Torrance friends but I made sure everyone stayed hydrated.  By the time we 

took a break for lunch the cement had already been poured for the supporting posts.   

We took a break about 12 pm to take pictures and eat lunch.  My parents had the taco guy from Papas and Tacos serve 

tacos and the troop moms brought a whole bunch of other good things to eat.  There was plenty of delicious dessert including 

shaved ice.  After lunch, everyone worked really hard to finish the project.  We finished around 5 pm and cleaned up and left by 

6 pm. It was a really long day but we really got a lot                 

accomplished. I want to thank everyone for their help and       

generous donations to my Eagle Service Project. I could not 

have done it without everyoneôs help. It was an event that I will 

remember for the rest of my life. 

 
 

 

 
 

Thank you to my sponsors for your generous donations! 
 

Scott and Rikki Aratani Å Sharon Aratani Å Richard Fujimoto and Anne 

Sheedy Å Roy and Kristin Higashi Å Derrick and Janet Isa Å Steve and 

Grace Joe Å Kevin and Gail Kaneko Å Ron and Paris Kariya Å Owen Kato Å 

Ray  Kawamoto Å Frank Kuwata Å Kent and Vicki Kuwata Å Los Angeles 

Mid-Valley Lions Club Å Mark and Paige Low Å Scott and Patty Motoyasu Å 

Kyle and Diane Onaga Å Willie and Janice Quan Å Keith and Kristin        

Shimazaki Å Jane Takagi Å Nathan Tanaka and Sharon Teramura Å Janice 

Teramura and Michael Taheri Å Alan and Sheri Wong Å David and Erika 

Yamasaki  

CC Board member Nancy Oda with Grant. 

Supporter Ray Kawamoto and Grant. 
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SECOND NYABC BASKETBALL CLINIC HOSTED AT SFVJACC FOR JSPACC MEMBERS            
By Curtis Takimoto, Co-Founder of NYABC 

     On June 14th and 21st, Not Your Average Basketball Camp 

(NYABC) organized it second special needs basketball clinic for 

the members of the Japanese Speaking Parents Association of 

Children with Challenges (JSPACC) at the San Fernando Valley 

Japanese American Community Center (SFVJACC). 

     Eleven players and over thirty volunteers participated in an 

hour long camp over two weekends that focused on team work 

and having fun playing basketball. We were very excited to      

extend our clinic into a two weekend event. Having a two day 

program allowed for coaches, players, and the families to get to 

know each other on a deeper level. During the basketball portion 

of the camp, the participants engaged in ñexploratory time,ò     

dribbling, and agility drills with encouragement and guidance from 

the volunteers. The activities ranged from dribbling a basketball 

and making accurate passes to working on jump stops and running layups. All the volunteers expertly   adjusted their interaction 

and support according to the participantsô abilities, which they gauged not only on the court but through communication with the 

playerôs parents. The participants were all smiles as they challenged themselves in physical activity and had the opportunity to 

spend time with people outside of their day-to-day activities. The highlight of the clinic was when our players and coaches       

participated scrimmage against one another.  The game was exciting as this was the first time playing an actual game for most 

of our participants.  Seeing the players share the basketball and work together to beat the coaches was an awesome sight to 

witness. 

     Every player was partnered with at least one volunteer coach who helped to encourage 

and guide the players through the various drills and exercises. This one on one pairing 

model was adapted from the successful Rising Stars Buddy Program cultivated by the  

Rising Stars Alumni Committee and the JSPACC over the past seven years for annual 

events such as Pumpkin Carving and Holiday Shopping. ñThe buddy system allows for 

safe exploration of not only the physical element of basketball, but also fosters              

socialization between participant and buddy,ò says Ryan Lee, NYABCôs other co-founder. 

     After the basketball portion was complete, the event moved to the Pioneer room at the 

SFVJACC where the San Fernando Valley Hawks basketball team sponsored a luncheon 

for the event. There were numerous Hawks players and parents busy at work serving the 

line of hungry participants, volunteers, and coaches. Additional community support was 

provided by Cliff Shinmei and Isabelle and Harvey Negoro who supplied customized          

T-shirt for each participants. Also a huge thanks to the SFVJACC and San Fernando    

Athletics for supporting and hosting this event. One might think that the players were the 

only ones enjoying themselves but to see how much fun our volunteers had working with the Special Needs Community was 

spectacular. The lessons that the volunteers learned along the way are priceless. The players showed us team work,              

compassion, patience and perseverance. Regardless of their condition, the players showed us that you can still be positive,   

caring, and compassionate. As NYABC continues to grow, we hope to learn how we can better serve the Special Needs       

Community and continue to host events that will further enrich our community. Thank you to all of our volunteers and             

supporters. We wouldnôt be able to create this opportunity without your continued support!  See you at our next event! 
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Would you be interested in a 6 Week Course  
to be presented at the Center?   

 

LIFELONG LEARNING COURSE  
 

Chronic Disease Self-Management Program 
 

KEIRO SENIOR HEALTH CARE  
 

Developed by Stanford University, Chronic Disease Self-Management Program is                    
designed to help people with chronic health conditions, such as diabetes and high blood       

pressure, manage daily challenges for a happier, healthier life.  
 

LEARN HOW TO:  

¶ Cope with the "blues", frustrations and worries 
¶ Reduce fatigue, anxiety and pain 
¶ Communicate better with doctors, friends and family 
¶ Set goals and problem solve to make positive change 
¶ Maintain a healthier diet 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ [ƛȊ 5ƻƻƳŜȅ ŀǘ όумуύ пнф-плфс ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

 

 

 

 

NISEI WEEK PARADE 
 

     Was the last time you saw the Nisei 

Week Parade decades ago?  

     Well, I suggest you attend this year!  

Expect something different:  For the 75 th  

Nisei Week Parade, participation is by 

invitation only, as they wanted the pa-

rade to be shorter than the typical 2 

hours of the past.  

     Last year, the Pacific Southwest JACL 

District marched for the first time in many 

years. I was surprised and saddened that 

many sidewalk locations along the parade route were empty!  Now is the time to support your            

community and to view the new faces of Little Tokyo!  

     Check out www.niseiweek.org /honorees to read about the Grand Marshal of the Parade, chef Roy 

Yamaguchi!  Additional stories include the Parade Marshal Kenny Endo, the 2015 Pioneers, the Inspiration 

Awards and the Community Center Awards!  One of the Inspiration Award winners is Michie Barbara     

Sujishi from our community center!  Receiving a Community Center Award is our own San Fernando     

Valley Japanese Community Center!  Congratulations to all!  
 

The Nisei Week Grand Parade will be held in Little Tokyo, Sunday August 16 at 5:30 PM.  

http://www.niseiweek.org
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     Continued on next page. 

Moving to Colorado                 By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara 

     Please indulge me in telling an old story of my personal anxiety when our daughter Colleen moved her 

family to Colorado. The dreaded day finally arrived in the summer of 2006.  In the driveway, the blue SUV 

was packed with boxes and bags as our daughter Colleen and her family were about ready to start the long 

drive to Colorado.  My wife was busy in the house gathering snacks for their long trip and Colleen was taking 

one last look in her old bedroom, closets and in the attic for her possessions.  Colleen had married Brian the 

year before so although she was not living with us, much of her stuff still was.  Granddaughter Kayla was in 

good spirits and ready for new adventures as most youngsters are, but her old Grandpa was not so happy that they were leav-

ing. 

     My mind was occupied with searching for some golden nugget of advice for the travelers that would keep them safe and  

allow them to flourish in their new surroundings, but nothing came to mind except the usual cautions that I had already given to 

them over and over again.  Brian and Colleen had decided to move to Colorado some time ago so that they could afford to     

purchase a home and raise their family away from the dangers of Los Angeles.  They were following their dreams in Colorado, 

where the mountains touch the sky and the cold, pure water flows down from the Rockies in rugged streams through wooded 

glens.  I had visited Colorado many times as a kid in the 1950ôs and 60ôs when our family would drive to Denver to spend time 

with my grandparents.  Even though the winters can be harsh at times, I canôt think of a better example of Godôs creation than in 

Colorado. 

     How could this move be happening?  Families are supposed to stick together and not have a chunk of it move away. Our 

daughter Colleen was gracious in welcoming me to the family when I came into her teenage life when I married her mother.  

Sure, there were ups and downs and the sullen day as with all teenagers, but overall she was a great kid and became even 

better as a young woman out on her own.  Witnessing the way she lovingly manages the chaos of family life with a steady hand 

makes her mom and me so very proud of the mature adult she has become.  I would especially miss my granddaughter Kayla 

who I have known since she was in Colleenôs tummy.  Itôs funny how time passes without us even noticing.  I remember Kayla 

as an infant, a toddler, a little girl, and now 

sheôs leaving for Colorado as a pre-teen. It 

seems like only yesterday when her tiny fin-

gers   released the  corner of the coffee table 

as she took her first steps to the sofa.  After 

her historic wobble to the sofa, she turned to 

everyone and flashed a smile that was as 

bright as sunshine. Although her trip was 

only a few steps, it was significant in that she 

was ready to take more steps into an angry 

world that was filled with potential dangers to 

her.  All one has to do is to read in the news 

about another gang shooting, drugs in 

schools, and kids bullying other kids. Her 

journey will not be easy, and her old Grand-

pa will not be around in Colorado to remind 

her to look both ways when she crosses the 

street.  Meanwhile on the driveway, I was still 

searching for something to say that would lift 

the family during the tough times and give 

them hope during periods of trial. There must 

be some great lesson for them that could be 

dispensed in the last remaining minutes on 

the driveway.  All I could say to Brian was, ñIt 

looks like youôll be driving in good weather all 

the way.ò  Great, the sum of my wisdom was 

the weather report! Brian had already started 

the SUV as I hugged a tearful Colleen good-

bye. There was this overwhelming sense of 

loss like when  someone in the family passes 

away.  My tears began to flow in complete 

betrayal of my stoic Japanese-American up-

bringing.  Oh boy, now here comes Kayla.  

She was a little red-eyed, but in a heck of a 

lot better shape than her Grandpa.   

 

      

2015 SFVHBT obon  
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2015 NEW PLAYER FREE BASKETBALL CLINIC 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

For Boys and Girls, ages 5-9 and 10-12 ready to  
learn the basics and have fun! 

 

Go to www.sfvjacc.com for the registration form. 
 

Questions? 

Call Margaret @ 818-701-7628 or email:  JNCMOM@aol.com    

Saturday, August 15 

Sign in: 1:00 pm   l  Clinic 1:15 - 2:30 pm 
 

SFV Japanese Community Center 
12953 Branford Street, Pacoima, CA 91331 
 

Dayna Tanaka ï Director 
Angels Prep Team 

Old wakaba -  Moving to Colorado 
Continued from page 8. 
 

    In her typical upbeat fashion, she simply said, 

ñBye, Grandpaò and gave me a big hug.  As we 

parted, my hand reached down for her hand; the 

same hand that I had marveled at when she was a 

newborn, the same hand that had drawn all those     

pictures that were displayed on the refrigerator, the 

same hand that I held whenever we crossed the 

street after looking both ways. 

     As the SUV began to move down the driveway, I 

yelled, ñTake care of your familyò to Brian over the 

engine noise.  It wasnôt until those words were    

actually said out loud that I realized those were the 

golden nuggets of wisdom.  It was Brianôs job to 

take care of his family, not mine.  The lesson that I 

had been searching for Colleenôs family was really 

meant for me, not them.  It told me that it was time 

to let them go even though my selfish pride was still 

holding them tightly.   

     In �*�H�Q�H�V�L�V�� �������� it says, ñTherefore a man shall 

leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 

wife, and they shall become one flesh.ò  Scripture 

tells us that in marriage man and woman symboli-

cally become one flesh in a God-ordained union of 

the coupleôs hearts and lives.  The goal in marriage 

should be more than romance, friendship, or tradi-

tions of culture; it should be oneness.  As Cora and 

I watched the SUV disappear down the street, we 

stood arm in arm for a little while longer.  We had 

passed the torch; it was how it was meant to be.  As 

we turned toward the house, we could feel the 

warmth of the summer morning as Godôs perfect 

plan for sons and daughters unfolded as it has 

since time began. 

mailto:JNCMOM@aol.com

