SFVJLI News
It’s only been two months since the new school year started, but there have been a lot going on at SFVJLI… There was a Fire Drill, Parent Teacher Conference / Welcome Forum, Curry Rice Sale, participation in the CC clean-up, and a very successful Yard Sale. Following are some articles written by the parents about some of the events.
FIRE AND EARTHQUAKE SAFETY

On October 2nd, Mike Takeshita, Assistant Chief of the Los Angeles County Fire Department and an alumnus of SFVJLI, spoke with the students about fire and earthquake safety. The students were able to experience what an earthquake felt like in Yogi’s Shaky House that Chief Takeshita brought along. 
Inoue Sensei’s J1 students shared what they learned on this day:
	J1 Student
	What did you learn from the drill?
	What Japanese did you learn?

	Matt Speir
	I learned that most fires happen at around 2 AM.
	kaji (fire)

	Jack Maekawa
	I learned about smoke.
	ue/shita (up/down)

	Hana Chiba
	I learned that most fires happen when it is least expected.
	narande kudasai (Please line up)

	Lucia Macias
	I learned about earthquake from the Yogi Bear House.
	ue/shita (up/down)

	Mikiko Inayama
	Yogi Bear House taught me  how an earthquake feels.
	kaji (fire)

	Megumi El-Sharkawi
	If you don't secure things in your room during an earthquake, things are going to fall.
	ue/shita (up/down)


CURRY RICE FUNDRAISER
At last year’s Speech Contest, Japanese-style curry was served to the students and guests.  It was after that event, Yoshiko-san (the former PTA President) suggested that we do a curry sale.  We finally made it happen on October 16, 2010 with a lot of help from parent volunteers, whom I will name as the Super Curry Team.
 None of us had made curry for 100 people before.  Here’s what it took:  45 cups of rice, 66 chicken thighs, 5 pounds of onion, 5 pounds of carrots, 8 pounds of potatoes and last but not least 10 boxes of curry paste.  For awhile, it was improvise as you go (in Japanese we would say ‘tesaguri sagyo’ – feeling by hand) since the curry sauce was not getting thick and nobody knew how much more curry paste to add!  There were no fewer than 8 of us Super Curry Team members gathered around 3 giant curry pots daring it to thicken.  I think the staring, and of course a little more curry paste made it come together.  Thanks to the efficiency of the Team, we had 90 orders packed up, kitchen cleaned up, and orders ready to be picked up by the final bell at 12:30 pm.  And, the rest is history.  It was a sell-out, and the funds raised were a much needed boost to the Japanese School budget. 
Thank you to the Super Curry Team who toiled in the kitchen all morning.  I hope you had as much fun as I did and hopefully you’ll sign up for another tour of duty.  And, thank you to Yoshiko-san for a great suggestion.  Your continued leadership is much appreciated.  
PARENT- TEACHER CONFERENCE

The Parent Teacher Conference was on October 9th this year. The morning started in our child's classrooms. Even as a return parent, I appreciated Noriko-sensei's welcoming lesson.

And I enjoyed watching the Nyumon children eagerly answer questions, showing how much they were learning as they sought to impress us parents.

After classroom observations, we met in our media room to hear from Murata-sensei (the Chief Coordinator) and Kimi-san ( PTA president). Parent participation was very high this year, and many board members were so happy to see so many new and old faces stay for these presentations. Murata-sensei welcomed us and told us how we could help with encouraging our children to learn the Japanese language - the key is to come to school and be on time! For some students this is their only opportunity to hear Japanese spoken during the week, and every moment is precious learning time! Next, Kimi-san welcomed us, introduced the board and key school figures, and told us about the many opportunities to get involved at our school. To paraphrase: our school is as great as parents make it out to be. So, let's make it a great school!

If the parent teacher conference is any indication of the level of parental involvement this year, we are off to a GREAT start. And for those of you who missed the day, don't worry, we're looking forward to seeing you at the next school wide event. Kampai!! ! ! 
CC CLEAN-UP
SFVJLI would like to thank the Gardner’s Association, JLI parents, the Athletics parents and the players for helping us clean the playground and putting in the new rubber bark in the sand boxes. The playground looks great with the new facelift! 
A special thanks Timbo Whitesell and the Judo Club for cleaning out the sand from the sand boxes to prepare for the rubber bark.  

By kimiaki Chiba

