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THE EDITING BOARD
   By Karl Nobuyuki

Whirlwind Weekend

On the weekend of May 15-16, I hit a wall where my biological clock was on its upside down.  Saturday the 15th was the Maryknoll Grand Reunion, where every class that attended Maryknoll was invited to attend, (Maryknoll was founded in 1926 and continued until 1995) and the event was awesome!  We had a student from 1926 (Vincent Doi) and a few from 1929.  Needless to say, each decade was well represented.  

It was a wonderful and very different feeling to meet with people who shared a similar experience over a 70 year epoch.  Seeing again your seniors and those in the classes below you is something very special.  Over 495 persons attended and the event was grand!

Nancy Oda, 2010 Women of the Year.   The next afternoon was the annual “Women of the Year Award” hosted by the Southern California Japanese Women’s Society and the Downtown Chapter of the JACL.  This was the 48th Annual and represented the selection  of  a grand  total 150 women to be honored for their community and family achievements.  Nancy Koyko Oda was the Valley’s choice.
I was given the opportunity to introduce her.
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Nancy was born in Tule Lake, California to Mr. and Mrs. Tatsuno Inouye.  She graduated from Maryknoll School and the Garfield High School (East Los Angeles).  Her friend by the name of Kay Oda was a star basketball player at Garfield and she . . . was Student Body President.  Nancy also reached the rank of Shodan in Judo at her father’s dojo, Sen Shin Dojo.

While at UCLA, Nancy translated her father’s diary from their days in the Tule Lake stockade.  Entitled “Saku,” Nancy presented the translation for her dissertation.  Both Nancy and Kay Oda are UCLA season ticket holders and Nancy has been on the UCLA Scholarship Committee for ten years.

Nancy and her husband, Kay have two sons, Jon and Daron (Daron was killed in a motorcycle accident).  The immediate family consists of daughters-in-law Monique and Yvonne, four grandchildren, Alexander, Arielle, Devon and Kyle and many nieces and nephews who attend public school.
Nancy was recognized by the Toluca Lake Elementary School, first as a volunteer earning a PTA Life Membership, then later as a teacher at Riverside Drive Elementary School.  She worked in the snack bar for the Toluca Lake Little and Senior Leagues as well as for North Hollywood High School.  Before her 30 year career as an educator she assisted her husband while he was Commissioner of Athletics and President of the SFVJACC.  Her children were kept busy at the Sun Valley Gakuen.

Nancy Oda has been a member of the SFVJACC for 40 years and is serving on the Board of Directors.  She is liaison between the Center and Bert Corona Charter School located on the CC’s property.  In 1980’s she served as the coordinator of the Nisei Week Queen activities.  She has been San Fernando Valley JACL Scholarship Chair and

coordinates Grandparent’s Day, an intergeneration cultural event that offers hands on crafts and poetry lessons taught by experts from the Board, Japanese Language Institute and Ikebana Club

Nancy Oda is currently the principal for Maurice Sendak Elementary School in North Hollywood.  Before that, she left her mark on Hubbard Street Elementary School, which is an Honorary California Distinguished School.  Her Healthy Start grant helped many people in the San Fernando Valley.  She is a standing member of the Sylmar Kiwanis Service Club and an elected member of the Sylmar Neighborhood Council.

As a mentor teacher, she modeled the art of teaching while at Canterbury Gifted Center

In 2009, Councilmember Tom LaBonge selected Nancy Oda as Pioneer Woman of the Year for opening a new community based school.  Oda has been an advocate for Big Sunday, which is the Mayor’s Day of Environmental Service.  Her outreach has included local businesses and Arts in Education, Inc., believing that it takes a village to raise a child.
Last year, Nancy and her sister Sayuri supported a youth project to clean up and rededicate the Japanese section in the Lancaster Cemetery where her maternal grandparents and 19 pioneers’ headstones were toppled after the war.

All of us congratulate Nancy Oda for the distinction of 2010 Women of the Year.  We are blessed to have her as a member of the CC Board.
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