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     Happy New Year!  The Year of the Dragon started with a bang!  Sensei Walter 
Nishinaka’s new taiko class debuted and synchronized to call the gathering together. 
The Community Center was beautiful with cyclamen bundles and programs on each  
table with bento and dessert ready for the guests. Lois Okui 
made special origami tsuru adorning gingko leaves.  
     Young Kimiaki Chiba greeted the crowd, introduced the       
dignitaries, and performed a moment of silence. Consul          
General Kenko Sone addressed the audience and participated in 
the traditional breaking of the sake barrel.  JLI PTA President, 

Kiyo Watanabe, proudly proclaimed the year of the dragon in his mighty toast with representatives 
including the Consul General, Past President Kay Oda and Kimiaki Chiba.  
     After lunch, Administrative Director read a message from Charles Muranaka, co-president of the 
CC and installed the new board including Jeremy Tsuneishi, co president, Liz Doomey, Kay and 
Kyoko Oda, Lois Okui, Tiffany Pearlstein, Nancy Takayama, Denise Tanaka and Kiyo Watanabe.  
     Kay Oda presented Denise Tanaka a well deserved Outstanding Volunteer Award with her uncle, 
Frank Tanaka, beaming. Sharlene Miyagishima was recognized for years of service as a Junior 
Board Member, Board Member, and now Project NOZOMi Board member.  

     Project Nozomi Capital Campaign Chair, Kay Oda, spoke about the ambitious new 30,000 
square foot building project. He emphasized the increasing need, the time is right with           
substantial savings and pledges, and vision for multigenerational growth. 
     Then it was time for Miku Shudo and Michael Murata, who sang a medley of Japanese, 40’s 
jazz, and original songs. Our own Ping Pong Club ended the entertainment with a reminiscent 
”Hana ga Saku”, the song about the 2011 Japan Earthquake Tsunami and a house favorite, 
“Sukiyaki”! 
     Reverend Paul Iwata of Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church spoke eloquently about the 
challenges of the year ahead.  
     Many thanks to Realtor Christine Iso and Elder Care, Judd Matsunaga, for donating the     
abundant cyclamen for each guest, and Tiffany Pearlstein who baked the delicious cupcakes. 
Kazuhiko Nakanishi brought an amazing bonsai that was auctioned for the benefit of the      
Center. 
     The community spirit was abound 
as cleanup was orchestrated by   
Judo, Ann, Richard and Bryce Koga, 
Devon and Kyle Oda and many 
more.  

Denise Tanaka received 
the CC’s Outstanding  

Volunteer Award  

Donation Acknowledgements  
on page 3 and more pictures  

on page 5. 

Sharlene Miyagishima          
(on right) was recognized       
for her years of service.      
Pictured with Nina Kato. 

Consul General  
Kenko Sone  

(L-R):  Consul General Kenko Sone, Past President Kay Oda, 
JLI PTA President Kiyo Watanabe and Emcee Kimiaki       
Chiba participated in the breaking of the sake barrel. 
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February 2024 
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

LUNCH WILL BE SERVED AT 11:45 AM 

NO TAKEOUTS  

February 2 - Soup/Sandwich 

February 9 -  Chicken Dofu 

February 16 - Pork Roast 

February 23 - Fish  

 

Attention— 

Graduating High  

School Seniors 
 

 SFVJACC and 
SF Athletics Scholarships 

Applications Are Now Available! 

For More Information, See Page 16 & 17. 

     Happy New Year ‘24!  Earlier this year we welcomed our incoming Board of Directors and Cabinet 
Members.  It is with tremendous gratitude and appreciation to serve on this Board with a great        
collective of community members.  In the short time I have served, it has been an honor to work along 
side so many different minds bringing their very best knowledge and life experiences to the table.  
     I want to take this moment to honor and recognize our past community leaders.  Thank you for 
your confidence that we firmly understand that our responsibility extends far beyond honoring them, 
thanking them for what they have done for us.  We are focused on honoring them by listening to you, 
our community, to identify what is critically important and necessary. We will apply our collective 

strengths to build the best solutions to serve future generations to come.  
     Our Project Nozomi is off the ground and running. We are excited to share 
our vision for the future for our community. 
     At our General meeting, I challenged all of us to continue to use our voices 
to address current and future opportunities. With strong intention, your Board of 
Directors will continue to proactively address opportunities to best serve our           
community. We are committed to action as waiting rarely results in positive    
outcomes.  
 

     We are looking forward to a great ‘24!  
 

Charles Muranaka 
SFVJACC Co-President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        

 

 
Happy New Year! 
 

     We’ve started the new year off and running at 
the SFVJACC. There have been back to back     
events since the first week of January. One of 
these events was new to the SFVJACC. The 
Nadeshikokai Seijinshiki brought many new    
faces to the CC and was a really great event, rich 
with Japanese culture. Participants were dressed 

in Kimono and looked amazing.  Attendees celebrated the milestone by 
taking pictures all over our campus, in our gateway, both gardens and 
even with the pine trees in the back of the Dojo.  It was refreshing to see 
the SFVJACC from their fresh perspective. They were able to see the 
beauty of our campus and took pictures in places many of us pass by 
because they are so familiar to us that they are overlooked. 
     With this in mind. I would like to remind everyone to stop and        
appreciate the beauty of the CC Campus and the areas that are often 
overlooked.  At the same time, I hope that you also reflect on our       
collective responsibility in keeping the campus clean and picture or 
#SFVJACC ready!  

THE DIRECTOR’S VIEW 

 

 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Edward Adjei 

Chris Ahn 

Andy & Cara Bates 

Susan Broder 

Ronan Mikael Carlos 

Charisse & Tony Chen 

Jenny Chen 

Young Cho 

Graham Cribbin 

Wendy Ha 

Deirdre Herman 

Anthony Ignacio 

Katie Jeffery 

Jinny & Brian Kim 

Sam Koffman 

Carter Lee 

Chris Loi 

Brice London 

Marty Monica 

Noel Morales 

Kristopher Nakagawa 

Paul & Emiko Nakamura 

Sebastian Ongsingco 

Michael & Cindy Pak 

Arkadiy Slepboy 

Lauren Trinh 

Derrick Wong 

Ethan & Balwinder Dhiman Wong 

Evie Yeck 
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Acknowledgements 

For End of November/December 2023 & January 

Donations 

Oda, Kay ...................................................... $20,000.00 
   Project Nozomi 
SF Athletics .................................................. $15,000.00 
   Annual Donation & Use of Gym 
Anonymous .................................................. $10,000.00 
   Project Nozomi 
Yamamoto, Gary and Sandra ........................ $6,000.00 
Kita, Gregg ..................................................... $5,000.00 
   Project Nozomi 
Kushida, Albert .............................................. $1,400.00 
   $1,300.00 Roof Repair, $100.00 Hot Meals 
Inouye, Robert and Ina .................................. $1,000.00 
   In honor of Yoshimori and Kimiko Inouye 
Sakaguchi, Ikuyo .............................................. $900.00 
Hirata, Loraine .................................................. $500.00 
Oga, Michiko ..................................................... $500.00 
Monji, Garry and Joy ......................................... $200.00 
Rosero, Dorothy and Lipo ................................. $175.00 
Jan & Co. .......................................................... $150.00 
   In memory of Toji Hashimoto 
Ahn, Anna ......................................................... $100.00 
   In memory of husband Ralph Ahn 
Doomey, John and Liz ........................................ $50.00 
   In memory of Yo Hazama 
Keiro.................................................................... $50.00 
   Orei for Keiro Care Giver Conference 
Kus, Michiko Tokunaga ...................................... $50.00 
   In memory of Richard Yoshizumi 
Yamada, Katsuko ............................................... $50.00 
   In memory of Yo Hazama 
Yamaoka, Ruby Chizuko .................................... $50.00 
   In memory of Yo Hazama 
Yum, Karen ......................................................... $50.00 
Anonymous ......................................................... $25.00 
    Facebook Giving Campaign 

Use of Facilities 

Tuesday/Friday Exercise Class ........................ $398.00 
Taiko ................................................................. $359.00 
Oda, Dorothy .................................................... $250.00 
Hawaiian Hula ................................................... $205.00 
Country Western Music .................................... $200.00 
Thursday Night Basketball ................................ $200.00 
Volleyball Club .................................................. $200.00 
Ping Pong Club ................................................. $150.00 
Ukulele Club ..................................................... $100.00 
Zumba ............................................................... $100.00 
Dining with the Chef ............................................ $50.00 
Ikenobo Ikebana ................................................. $50.00 

Donations of Goods to the CC Senior Meal      
Delivery Program  
Doomey, Liz and John  ......... 2 Boxes Chips & 2 Boxes       
                                              Granola Bars 
Monji, Garry and Joy .......................... 2 Meals (Special) 
Niji, Ken ......................... 6 Meals (Thanksgiving Friday) 
Oda, Kay and Kyoko .......... 2 Meals (Christmas Friday) 
                                          4 Meals (New Year’s Friday) 
Rivera, May ........................ 1 Box Welch's Fruit Snacks 

Donations Made In Memory of George Oda 

The George Oda Family ................................ $2,000.00 
Yamane, Teddy and Midori and Family ......... $1,000.00 
Murphy, Dennis and Marian; Kishi, Marilyn ...... $500.00 
Kasamatsu, Bonnie and Tricia; Bailey, Michael and    
   Tami; Shikai, Stewart ..................................... $300.00 
Oda, Rex, Wes and Bonnie .............................. $300.00 
Bergstrom, Kathy .............................................. $250.00 
Lum, Rena L. .................................................... $100.00 
Miyata, Fumi & Chung, John ............................ $100.00 
Murphy, Andrew and Jason .............................. $100.00 
Oda, Kay and Kyoko ......................................... $100.00 
Wong, C.S. ........................................................ $100.00 
Young, Gideon and Jayne; Kasamatsu, Tamiye ........... 
 .......................................................................... $100.00 
Yamada, Katsuko ................................................ $50.00 

CC New Year’s Installation Donations 

Iso, Christine ..................... $750.00 (Platinum Sponsor) 
Elder Law Services of CA - Matsunaga, Judd ............... 
 ................................................ $500.00 (Gold Sponsor) 
Mui, Ken and Priscilla ....................................... $100.00 
Nanka Miyagi Kenjin Kai ................................... $100.00 
Okazaki, Danny ................................................ $100.00 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple ..................... $100.00 
Takimoto, Dick and Margaret ........................... $100.00 
                                             Continued on next column. 

CC Senior Meal Delivery Program Donations 

Muraoka, Victor and Lois .................................. $600.00 
Matsuda, Yoshiko ............................................. $500.00 
Kaku, Tracy ....................................................... $300.00 
Niji, Ken ............................................................. $200.00 
Woo, Cynthia .................................................... $200.00 
Kimura, Sumie .................................................. $150.00 
Hirayama, Yasumasa and Hiroko ..................... $100.00 
Komoto, Jayne and Vivian, Darrell ................... $100.00 
Monji, Garry and Joy ......................................... $100.00 
Nagata, Joyce ................................................... $100.00 
Niwa, Amy ......................................................... $100.00 
Rivera, May ....................................................... $100.00 
Schuetze, Jan ................................................... $100.00 
Yoshimoto, Minoru and Yukiko ......................... $100.00 
Anonymous ......................................................... $50.00 
Barcelona, Bernardo ........................................... $50.00 
Chung, Sam Soon ............................................... $50.00 
Miyata, Fumiko .................................................... $50.00 
Shishido, Anna .................................................... $50.00 
Takeshita, Jack ................................................... $50.00 
Uyeda, Keiko and Tommy .................................. $50.00 
Liu, Magdaline ..................................................... $40.00 
Sugioka, Gregg and Peggy ................................. $30.00 

Continued - CC New Year’s Installation Donations 

Valley Japanese Community Center .................$100.00 
Hirayama, Yasumasa and Hiroko .......................$50.00 
Keiro ....................................................................$50.00 
Yamada, Katsuko ................................................$50.00 
Shinbashi, Ken and Reiko ...................................$40.00 

We apologize for omitting the following from the 2023 
Super Bingo Donors List in the last newsletter. 

SF Athletics  
Margaret Takimoto 
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2023 INCOME & EXPENSES 

INCOME:  

Building Fund    $     246,200  

Bert Corona Charter School           164,600  

Dividends & Interest Income             92,000  

Donations             83,700  

Fund raising             71,600  

Membership             38,700  

Grant             36,900  

Hot Meals             31,900  

Use of Facilities             19,300  

Property Tax Reimbursements               5,100  

Total Income    $    790,000  

EXPENSES:  

Maintainence & Supplies     $   78,800  

Salaries and taxes          62,200  

Fixed Assets          61,600  

Lease Agreement          45,000  

Advisor Fees          44,200  

Utilities          42,400  

Grant Expenses          39,000  

Insurance          34,600  

Fund Raise          31,900  

Hot Meal Expenses          24,400  

Donation          13,700  

Miscellaneous Expenses          12,300  

Scholarships            8,000  

Telephone            5,000  

Copier Lease            4,700  

Office Equipment & Supplies            3,500  

Taxes            2,300  

Koden            1,300  

Postage               800  

Total Expenses   $  515,700  

Maintenance & Supplies  Donation 

Salaries & Taxes Miscellaneous Expenses 

Fixed Assets Scholarships 

Lease Agreement Telephone 

Advisor Fees Copier Lease 

Utilities Office Equipment & Supplies 

Grant Expenses Taxes 

Insurance Koden 

Fund Raise Postage 

Hot Meal Expenses  

EXPENSES 

Building Fund Membership 

Bert Corona Charter School Grant 

Dividends & Interest Income Hot Meals 

Donations Use of Facilities 

Fund Raising Property Tax Reimbursements 

INCOME 
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Miku Shudo performed   
a medley of songs. 

The Ping Pong Club sang ”Hana ga Saku”, the song about the 2011 Japan Earthquake Tsunami and fan favorite, “Sukiyaki”. 

Members of the SFVJACC Board - (L-R):  Kiyo Watanabe, Liz Doomey, Denise Tanaka 
(Treasurer), Kay Oda (1st Vice President) and Nancy Takayama. 

CC Administrative Director, 
Bing Lau read the President’s      

Message for Charles Muranaka 
who couldn't attend. 

The SFV Taiko Group opened the program. 

Danny Okazaki from NSG Rev. Paul Iwata  

Emcee Kimiaki Chiba 
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     In 1959 our founders after years of personal sacrifices of time and money, opened the 
San Fernando Japanese American Community Center for the sake of the Japanese     
American Community that would be a place for families to gather and help preserve the 
Japanese Culture. 
     Our Mission Statement - To preserve the Japanese culture and promote the Japanese      
American experience through education, events and activities for our community.  
     In the 90’s, the Pioneer Building was added. It has been a great addition and widely 
used.  But its limitations are a low ceiling and poor acoustics and it’s not big enough to hold 
large events with our growing membership.  
     Now is the time for all Community Center members to look at the present and future 
to  build to meet our needs. 

The time is right The Center is in good financial situation no loans and money saved for any unexpected major      
expenses.  A new lease with Bert Corona Charter School signed for 15 years starting at $12,000 and increasing for 
inflation at 3% yearly.  
     The need is there the Japanese School is too small, in need of updated facilities to promote learning that would 
help kids to want to come rather than “have to come” and does not meet the building code. The Gym is not            
regulation size and Athletics is paying $40,000 a year for rentals which would come back to the Center. Gyms 
are  hard to rent sometimes canceled with short notice because each school is rented individually but fees go to the 
LAUSD not the school so there is little incentive to offer their facility.  
     A new gym would allow other sports programs to expand. A proposed Performing ARTS Center with a stage, 
good acoustics and video center so everyone to see, hear and watch programs without standing up or moving your 
chairs which would also serve as a second gym. 
     $17 Million sounds like a lot of money but I am confident that we can do it.  We have $1.7 million in a low risk     
account invested with Wells Fargo and about $600,000 in cash and pledges before we officially start fundraising.        
I am asking all of you to give what you can big or small but all support Project Nozomi with your heart. We will     
build... the in only question is when and how big. 
     You will be receiving a pledge card where you can select an amount you can give. Think like our Pioneers and 
let’s build Project Nozomi. 
 

Kay Oda 
Project Nozomi Capital Campaign Chairperson 

-  Nozomi means hope                        

CORRECTION  

TO THE 2023 ATHLETICS                           

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS 
 

We want to apologizes to Kyle Imanishi and                       
Scotty Nimura for inadvertently switching their                 

photos in the Athletics Scholarship article                               
in the November/December issue.            

Kyle Imanishi 
 

Wayne Yamamoto         
Memorial Scholarship 

Scotty Nimura 
 

Evan Yoshio Niizawa  
Memorial Continuing  

Education Scholarship 

 

SEEKING QUEEN CANDIDATES FOR 2024 
 

As part of the annual Nisei Week Festival, 
we are seeking a queen candidate to                      

represent the SFVJACC. 
 

Qualifications: 

1. Single woman who has never been married or 
had children  

2. Between the ages of 19 
to 26 years 

3. 50% Japanese ethnicity 

4. USA citizen or legal     
permanent resident 

5. Family involvement with 
our Community Center 

  
   Contact NJ Nakamura  

for more information:           
818-893-6503 or  

njnakamura.nj@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 2023 SFVJACC  
Queen Kaili Inouye 

mailto:njnakamura.nj@gmail.com
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Congratulations Washington Bound JACL Norm Mineta Fellowship            
 

     My name is Ariel Mei Imamoto and I am the 2024 JACL Norman Mineta Policy Fellow, 
but first and foremost, I am a Valley Girl who was raised here at the SFVJACC. Starting 
from a young age, I was influenced by those in our community and my life was molded     
by this institution. When I was seven years old, I joined Athletics and played with UNC    
(Up-N-Coming).  I was a daikon ashi kid, unathletic and hated to sweat, so I almost quit.      
I will be forever grateful that my mom made me stick with it. Playing basketball through  
Athletics was an introduction to my heritage and being part of a community. Being able to 
gather and give back during Pancake Breakfast and Obon were highlights of my youth.  
     Because of my involvement in Athletics and volunteering at the Community Center,         
I was able to learn about the larger Japanese American community. In high school,               
I branched outside of the Valley and played for the Yonsei Basketball Association, where     

I had the opportunity to compare the similarities and differences between being Japanese and Japanese American.  
The years I spent playing basketball at the SFVJACC were formative to establishing my passion for community       
service and the importance of knowing my cultural heritage. 
     In high school, my mother remarried and I moved from the Valley to Torrance. I thought going to school with more 
JA’s was a dream come true, but I soon came to realize that my place of belonging was with my SFV community. 
Thus I brought that sense of community with me to college when I was part of the Nikkei Student Union at CSU 
Fullerton. After college, this love for community is what also inspired me to represent SFVJACC in the 2019 Nisei 
Week Queen and Court Program. In my endeavors, I struggled in finding a balance between a career in accounting 
and my passion for community service and organizing.  It was not until the events of 2020 that I had done my own 
self reflection and realized that I could pursue a career that combined my passion of community organizing with my 
background in business/accounting. 
     In conclusion, I would like to thank each of you for being part of this community. Our SFVJACC was built from the 
ground up by our members to give a place for us to gather, make memories, and provide opportunities for                
generations to come. I can only hope that future generations have the opportunity to explore their identity and that 
their involvement here at the SFVJACC makes an impact on their lives as it did mine.  
 

Sincerely, Ariel Mei Imamoto  
 
We would like to thank Ariel for volunteering much of her time to work or emcee many of our fundraisers and events 
and we wish her well as she embarks on the next phase of her life.  We are proud of you, Ariel! 

 

 
SEIJINSHIKI 2024 -  
Coming of Age Ceremony 

Presented by Nadeshikokai, a nonprofit       
volunteer organization which promotes the      
Japanese culture and traditions. 
 
On Sunday, January 14, a formal coming of 
age ceremony was held at San Fernando     
Valley Japanese American Community   Center 
for young adults turning 19-21 years old.     
President Miku Kuroda and Yoko Matsui were 
expertly instrumental in the traditional program 
that presented Hale and Hana Chiba, in        
addition to Christine and Stephanie Iwashina. 
Families arrived from San Diego all the way to 
Visalia for the memorable event.  

 
For more information about this event,  

go to https://www.nadeshikokai.org 
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     Happy New Year again!  By the time this newsletter is published, it will already be the middle of 
February.  
     We had a very enjoyable Meiji Club New Year Luncheon on January 13

th
.  It is always nice to 

see very familiar faces with their smiles. It was a beautiful day. Tamlyn Tomita, as emcee, was great, and everybody 
laughed a lot.  Joy, happiness and entrust are the essence of the Meiji Senior Citizen Club. Lastly, I would like to express 
my appreciation for the many people who volunteered and to those who donated prizes for the luncheon Raffle. 
     The year of 2024 will be very exciting with the upcoming Olympic games, the USA Presidential Election and of course, 
the Dodgers with Shohei Ohtani and Yoshinobu Yamamoto.  I sincerely hope everybody will have a great year to come. 
 

Toshi Toda, Meiji Club President 

SFV MEIJI SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB             

2024 Meiji Board Members Meiji President, Toshi Toda, 
toasting the new year. 

2024 Meiji Luncheon 
Raffle Donors  

 

SFVJACC 
SFV JACL 
Doomey, Liz & John 
Kawamoto, Ray 
Lew, Gene 
Meiji Ondo Group 
Ping Pong Club 
Tanaka, Denise 
Yamada, Kay 

2024 Meiji Luncheon  
Donations 

 

Dyo, Ronald & Cynthia 

Hirayama, Yasumasa 

Kodani, Powell & Faye 

Longworth, Joy 

Moriguchi, Reiko 

Mui, Ken & Priscilla 

Oda, Kay & Kyoko 

SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple  

SFV Japanese Language Institute 

SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club 

Shinsato, Ray & Jean 

Tanaka, Denise 

Valley Japanese Community Center  

Yamada, Kay 

Yamaoka, Ruby 

2024 Meiji Board Members Meiji President, Toshi Toda, 
toasting the new year. 

2024 Meiji Luncheon 
Raffle Donors  

 

SFVJACC 
SFV JACL 
Doomey, Liz & John 
Kawamoto, Ray 
Lew, Gene 
Meiji Ondo Group 
Ping Pong Club 
Tanaka, Denise 
Yamada, Kay 

2024 Meiji Luncheon  
Donations 

 

Dyo, Ronald & Cynthia 

Hirayama, Yasumasa 

Kodani, Powell & Faye 

Longworth, Joy 

Moriguchi, Reiko 

Mui, Ken & Priscilla 

Oda, Kay & Kyoko 

SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple  

SFV Japanese Language Institute 

SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club 

Shinsato, Ray & Jean 

Tanaka, Denise 

Valley Japanese Community Center  

Yamada, Kay 

Yamaoka, Ruby 
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Dementia Caregivers Support 
Group 

  
  
 

 

Sponsored by Little Tokyo Service Center 

"Are you a caregiver for someone affected by      
Alzheimer's disease or other dementias?  

Our non-judgmental, confidential group meets     
on the first Saturday of the month to share              

concerns, experiences and ideas."  

All meetings are confidential.  

Group meetings are being done virtually. 

If you are interested in attending or want more      
info, please call Little Tokyo Service Center at        

213-473-3035. 

       6:00- 9:00 pm 

           In the gym  

Let’s grow this healthy activity for all ages 
and skill levels from fifth grade up. 

 

Looking for a leader for the volleyball program.  
 

Contact: Kay Oda  kay_oda@sfvjacc.com 
for more information. 

 

Let’s have fun! 

Sunday Night 

New Members of the 85 Years Young Club 

Kay Oda, Deputy Consul General  Naoshige Aoshima 
and Meiji President Toshi Toda 

     Kadomatsu is a traditional Japanese decoration made 
for the New Year.  Each portion has a meaning: the    
bamboo symbolizes prosperity; the pine, longevity and 
the plum branch represents good fortune.  
     Kay Yamada led a group of Meiji members to fold       
and assemble each decoration. They folded over 6,000 
sheets of paper and it took over three months to              
complete. They are planning to use these for table      
decorations for the next few years 
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On December 16, 2023, the last day of J-School in 2023 ended with a holiday program with each class   
performing on the stage and celebrating by eating a potluck lunch together with teachers, parents and guests.  Each 
student got a surprise gift from Santa. 
 

 SFVJLI will be celebrating it’s 100
th

 Year Anniversary New Year’s Party on February 3, 2024. 
The start of the 2024 New Year for J-School was on January 6

th
. It’s all about the 100

th
 Anniversary Yearbook 

and New Year’s Party coming up on Feb 3
rd

.  By the time you read this newsletter, we may be getting ready to 
have our 100

th
 Year Anniversary New Year’s Party in the Sakaguchi Hall.  I’m sure everyone who joined us on 

February 3
rd

  enjoyed our party.  
 

 The Mochi-Tsuki Event will be on February 10, 2024, morning hours at the CC Courtyard. 
J –School’s annual Mochi–Tsuki event will be sponsored by Sakamoto-Takeshita familes this year. SFV Buddhist 
Temple will be supplying us with their mochi machine to make it extra “Oishii”. Participants will pound fresh mochi 

and make their own mochi creations by adding azuki beans, sauces 
or just eating it by itself.  The fresh mochi will be a taste to remember. 
If you would like to pound or taste fresh mochi, you may join us         
on February 10th. Any questions about this event, email us at 
frontdesk@sfvjli.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  

 
 

San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute     By Kiyo Watanabe, PTA President   

Senior Activities - Contact information to register for events:  lizdoomey@yahoo.com or 

818-429-4096 

“Dining with the Chef“ (SFVJACC Kitchen) - Chef John Nishio demonstrates Inarizushi,    
Tonkatsu (3 ways - Rosu, Hire & Hamu) and Tsukemono on Sunday, February 25, 2024 from 
2:00-4:30 pm.  

Exercise Class - Tuesdays 9:00-10:00 AM in the Sakaguchi Hall and Fridays 10:00-11:00 AM 
in the Dojo) - Rubber Band Resistance, Stretch, Balance, some Cardio and Light Free 

Weights.  Mrs. Hiroyo Sakaguchi has just started exercises with yoga balls this winter. These exercises can be 
adapted to chair exercises. 

Movie Review Club - First Monday of each month (unless it’s a holiday then the 2
nd

 Monday) from 12:00 Noon to 
about 3:00 PM.  Bring a lunch, watch a variety of movies, and discuss them. The movie on February 5

th
 will be     

Zatoichi episode 4. 

Arts and Crafts - Mondays, from 10:00 AM to 12:00 Noon in the Conference Room. Come learn different crafts from 
our members.  We are looking for a new craft we can learn to make in 2024. 

 
Keiro - Virtual Forums - Go to Keiro.org to register for the forums for February 2024 

February 6, 2024 (2:00 - 3:00 pm) - Preparing for a Future Move: The Art of Right Sizing 
& Moving Gently - As we age, our everyday needs may change, requiring some adapting to 

our new life style. “Right Sizing” is a concept that can improve your quality of life by pairing.  
 

February 13, 2024 (2:00 - 3:00 pm) - Mindful Decluttering for Different Stages of Life - Whether you are        
considering downsizing, entering a new stage of life, or wanting to put your life in order, getting organized can help 
provide a fresh start to these efforts. 
 

SFV JLI KURIMANJU SALE  

March 9, 2024   

We will be making only 2,000 handmade manju            
to sale.  Pre-orders are recommended.   

Flyers will be coming out soon. 
 

For more information, email SFVJLI@hotmail.com or 

call (818) 896-8612.  

mailto:frontdesk@sfvjli.com
mailto:lizdoomey@yahoo.com
https://www.keiro.org/event/preparing-for-a-future-move-the-art-of-right-sizing-moving-gently
https://www.keiro.org/event/preparing-for-a-future-move-the-art-of-right-sizing-moving-gently
https://www.keiro.org/event/mindful-decluttering-for-different-stages-of-life
mailto:SFVJLI@hotmail.com
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TODD MATSUDA - SCHOLAR ATHLETE LEADER 
 

     In memory and honor of Todd Matsuda, the 
Stuart Matsuda family, along with parents, Ike 
and Yoshi, generously sent SFVJACC        
Athletics Program a $15,000 donation to    

brother.    
     Todd participated in the San Fernando  
Valley Japanese American Community Center  
Athletics program and excelled in sports at 
Poly High School in Sun Valley. 
     On the football field, Todd's prowess as a 
linebacker earned him a place of honor on the 
All-East Valley League First Team Defense. 
Todd was not only a gifted athlete; he was a 
natural leader. His peers recognized his            
exceptional qualities, and as a testament to 
his leadership and character, he was voted 
Varsity Football Captain. 
     Perhaps one of the most meaningful         
accolades bestowed upon Todd was the title 
of Most Valuable Player, an honor bestowed 
on him by his teammates.  
     Todd's presence illuminated the lives of the Matsuda family – Ike, Yoshi, Stuart, and Michelle. Todd was not just a 
son and a brother; he was a source of pride, joy, and inspiration for his family.  He left behind a legacy of passion, 
dedication, and love for sports. In the hearts of all who loved him, Todd  Matsuda will live on as a shining example of 
what it means to be a true athlete, a devoted family member, and a  beloved friend.  

(L-R):  Kay Oda (who coached Todd Matsuda when he was in       
Athletics), and Athletics Commissioner Margaret Takimoto            
presented Yoshi and Ike Matsuda with a plaque in honor               

and in memory of their son, Todd Matsuda.   
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SFVJACC Grant Updates               By Garry Monji 

County Board of Supervisor Infrastructure Grant Completion Date Moved to January 2024 - In late 2022, the LA 
County Board of Supervisors awarded discretionary grant funds so our electronic infrastructure throughout the Community 
Center could be integrated, updated and readied for future upgrades and expansion as technology evolves.  Bing Lau and 
John Sunada took the lead for the CC buildings and Japanese Language Institute (JLI) classrooms, respectively. As a 
result of Bing and John’s expertise, we are already seeing improvements in Network Security, Isolated Networks, Wireless 
Performance and the CC will also have an Internet Landing Portal, laying the foundation for future upgrade. The JLI will 
have improved internet speed and connectivity in their classrooms and in the administrative area and the improvements 
will allow for current and future communications hardware for improved online instruction. These improvement will be 
completed by the end of January 2024. Final report and financial documentation will be submitted within required time-
lines.    
 

Senior Meal Home Delivery Program Update - The Senior Meal Home Delivery program continues with very positive 
feedback from the meal recipients.  There are currently 49 active participants. Deliveries are made on Tuesday and        
Fridays.  We do encourage those who are able to attend the Hot Meal program on Fridays.  Our volunteers donate their 
time based upon their availability.  

Meal recipients must meet one of the following criteria:  
1) Mobility issues or have other conditions limiting their Activities of Daily Living; 2) Have a current DMV Disabled     
Placard; 3) No longer drives and is essentially homebound; 4)  Lives alone or provides caregiving for a spouse, parent or 
child with a disability; 5) Experiencing Meal Insecurity; 6) Recuperating from surgery or other medical procedures 
(temporary). 

If you or anyone you know might benefit from this program, or are interested in volunteering, please call/text Garry Monji 
at (626) 818-1509 or email garry.monji.1509@gmail.com or call Bing Lau at the CC Office (818) 899-1989.  There are also 
sign-up forms posted in Sakaguchi Hall. 

COVID Test Kits Received for Holiday Events - The County of Los Angeles has a free COVID Test Kit Distribution 
agreement with manufacturers of COVID test kits that has been extended due to the rise in reported COVID cases.  This 
program is expected to sunset but no firm date has been provided at this time. The SFVJACC has received over 21,000 
Rapid Covid Tests to date. We have placed an additional order in January 2024. Please contact Bing Lau, the CC’s                     
Administrative Director, with any COVID Test Kit requests from your organization so we can ensure that your event      
organizers and participants have an adequate supply.  

Keiro Cultural Senior Trips Sign Up Sheets Posted in Sakaguchi Hall - Keiro awarded a grant to the Community  
Center authorizing bus trips for Seniors to Culturally 
sensitive sites to the Japanese American Community. 
The three sites to be visited will be: 1) Santa Anita  
Assembly Center (Santa Anita Racetrack);  
2) Terminal Island Monument and Museum; 3) CSU 
Fullerton (Memorial to Japanese American Farm-
ers).  Sign Up sheets in the Sakaguchi Hall will be 
available through the end of January 2024 and will 
be closed to additional sign ups.  Please email 
garry.monji.1509@gmail.com, or text (626) 818-1509 
if you are not able to sign up at the Community      
Center. You may also contact the CC office at (818) 
899-1989. 

Honda Foundation Grant Proposal submitted - The 
Community Center submitted a $30,000 proposal to 
Honda Foundation, focusing upon high school age    
students. The proposal, submitted by Bing Lau, will  
focus upon providing ground up training students for 
live streaming and producing video for live events. 
The program, if awarded, will culminate with each   
student presenting a live streamed or recorded event 
they have produced. Awardees are announced in  
January 2024 with funds awarded in Spring 2024.  
Program runs from April 2024-March 2025.  

Japanese American Community Foundation Grant 
Proposal Pending   -  The Japanese American Com-
munity Foundation (JACF) January 2024 Grant       
applications are due at the end of January 2024 and 

programs provided at the Community Center. 

mailto:garry.monji.1509@gmail.com
mailto:garry.monji.1509@gmail.com
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Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had an amazing holiday season with your family and friends. 
 

     At Nikkei Senior Gardens, we brought back the traditional holiday       
gatherings for residents and their families.  We shared an amazing evening 
all together in the main dining room while enjoying the special dinner,      

prepared by our Director of Culinary Experience, Matt Shojinaga.   
     In April of 2024, we will be celebrating our 15

th
 year. I thank those of you who have          

supported NSG from the concept stages to today and we are proud to share that over a dozen 
members of our team have been caring for our loved ones for over 10 years! 
     I also wanted to recognize a couple of our Med Techs, Nicole and Xitlalia, who calmly and 
quickly provided immediate care for a couple residents. Both recognized the issue and prompt-
ly applied the proper first aid needed at that moment.  In one case, the resident has since 
shared multiple times her overwhelming 
appreciation for what Nicole did for her 
when she was unable to speak or 
breathe. We all thank Nicole and Xitlalia 
for their amazing efforts and we are 
proud of all the staff who do things for    

expectations and repaying kindness 
with kindness.  

News From Nikkei Senior Gardens…            
                                                                        By Danny Okazaki, Associate Executive Director 

Matt Shojinaga 

Nicole Phuthama Xitlalia Jerez NSG staff members who were there when it started. 

Imagine Little Tokyo Short Story Contest 
By Patricia Takayama       

 
      The “Imagine Little Tokyo” short story contest, sponsored by Little Tokyo Historical        

Society (LTHS) announced its 11
th
 annual short story contest in three categories, English 

language, Japanese language and youth (18 years and under). In conjunction with partner 

Japanese American National Museum, LTHS is seeking creative submissions of fiction short 

stories set in Little Tokyo, Los Angeles, California.  The deadline for submission is February 29, 2024 midnight    

Pacific Time.  

      LTHS seeks to raise awareness of Little Tokyo by encouraging the publication of fiction short stories set in a 

past, current or future setting or environment of L.A.’s Little Tokyo. The short story committee will be looking for 

original stories that capture the atmosphere and spirit of Little Tokyo.   

      Each category winner will be awarded $500 in cash and their story will be published in The Rafu Shimpo,      

Discover Nikkei and Little Tokyo Historical Society website.  A hybrid (in-person and virtual) awards ceremony is 

being planned for later in the year, 2024 at the Japanese American National Museum.  
 

      For further information and guidelines, refer to the Little Tokyo Historical Society’s website:  

https:/ littletokyohs.org/   Financial contributions toward the contest are welcome.  

Please contact email:  imaginelittletokyo@gmail.com 
 

https://littletokyohs.org/
mailto:imaginelittletokyo@gmail.com
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The Good Old Days                          By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara 
 

     Sometimes when thinking about what the New Year may bring, I find myself drifting back to the days of my youth and 

reflecting on the memories that made those times seem so good.  The days without school were spent with the kids in the 

neighborhood and riding bikes looking for adventure. It was a time for playing baseball for the Wakabas, going three     

nights a week to judo practice at SFV Dojo, enjoying events at the CC, and dreading the early summer morning call by my 

Dad for my brother and me to get up and get ready to go to work with him.  My parents provided all we needed so how 

could I not think that these were the good old days?  

     I remember movies where the good guy always wins, news reports that told the truth, and politicians who worked 

across the aisle for the good of the country instead of fighting each other.  I recall living in a neighborhood where kids 

could go anywhere on the block and feel safe.  There was a strong sense of family.  Asian kids wouldn’t dare step out of 

line, not because they feared punishment, but because it might cause embarrassment to their family.  

     No one had money, so we used a little imagination instead.  Camping out in the backyard in our small canvas tent   

became a frontier adventure, climbing to the top of trees gave us stunning views of lost horizons, and a skinny tree branch 

tied with string became the mighty bow of Robin Hood.  Life was orderly back then: mind your parents, help with dad’s 

landscaping business on weekends and during the summer, do assigned chores at home, finish homework, and stop   

arguing with siblings.  My siblings and I probably grew up the same way that most of the kids did in the early days of the 

CC.   

     Looking back at those times has the feel of soft amber light, the kind that illuminates dreams and fairy tales.  But when I 

look a little deeper with the experienced eyes of the senior that I am now, I see a few more things.  A popular television 

show that served as a barometer for life in the 1950’s was Leave it to Beaver.  It was about a white 

middle class family whose major crises seemed to be the social problems of “the Beav.”  In 23 

minutes plus commercials the Beav could somehow learned a life lesson so that everyone could live 

happily ever after.  A single black actress appearing as a maid in one episode in the show’s six year 

run was the extent of racial inclusion.  I remember an episode on one of my favorite TV shows,       

Gilligan’s Island that actually made me feel bad about myself.  The episode was about a lost WWII 

Japanese sailor who landed on the castaway’s island.  The character was portrayed by a white actor 

who stereotypically wore “Coke bottle” glasses, had buck teeth, a stringy mustache, and repeated the 

line “So sorry” in a terrible accent.  Is that how the public perceived me?  In my good old days, racism and segregation 

were blatant and well established.  Women had little opportunity in the professional world for equality or to move up the 

corporate ladder.   

     I remember when one of my Wakaba baseball teammates, Wayne Yamamoto, died of leukemia.  He was one of our 

best players at shortstop and then over the next months he became weaker and weaker until one day he was gone.  How 

can that happen?  Kids his age don’t die!  His memory lives on in the yearly CC scholarship that is endowed in his name.  

In those days, leukemia and other cancers were death sentences while other illnesses like polio, H2N2 flu, and small pox 

exacted their heavy tolls as well. A friend of mine at Poly High School had leukemia while we were seniors and she 

passed away after graduation.  She would never be able to experience adulthood, find a job, get married, or have a family.  

What were the good old days for her? 

     It was also a time when President Kennedy warned the American people of a “clear and present danger” of a nuclear 

attack from the Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crises.  The world was on the brink of nuclear annihilation, so     

people started building fallout shelters in their backyards.  We had no money for something like that so I guess we would 

just have to wait to be incinerated alive like our relatives in Hiroshima were.  Later, when I was in the eighth grade, the 

world changed with the news that President Kennedy had been assassinated.  I remember the TV coverage of his funeral 

and watching the funeral procession as it moved slowly down the street.  How could such a national tragedy happen? 

     How could my good old days be sullied with a corrupt President resigning, the Vietnam War, and race riots in the 

streets of Los Angeles which left the city burning for six days?  Apparently my good old days weren’t so good after all.  

Isn’t it kind of scary that today, with all its evil and dysfunction, will be the good old days for the kids growing up right now?  

The lyrics of singer/songwriter Carly Simon say it all, “Stay right here, cause these are the good old days.” 

     So how do we make sense of living in this broken world where things seem to be getting worse every generation?  In 

his letter to the Philippians 3:13-14, the apostle Paul reflected, “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

toward what is ahead.  I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Je-

sus.”  This verse teaches us not to live in the past.  Imagine the dedication and focus it takes to be an Olympic distance 

runner. These athletes forget their past races and train every day looking forward to the single goal of winning the prize, 

an Olympic medal.  The apostle Paul tells us to “press on” with the same intensity that these runners gather up all that 

they have left in that final kick to the finish line.  A meaningful life is not a sprint, but a marathon of purpose, dedication, 

and endurance.  It’s where faith, hard work, success and failure blend together in a complex, beautiful array for each     

individual.  It’s where the belt of truth, the shield of faith and the helmet of salvation is the uniform of the day.  It’s running 

in the path assigned to you and finishing the race.  It’s a narrow path, one that few find, and it leads to the ultimate prize, 

eternal life with God through faith in Jesus Christ. 
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VALLEY JAPANESE  
COMMUNITY CENTER 

Happy New Year greetings to all! 
 

Valley Japanese Community Center will be         
celebrating our 70th Anniversary/NY Party on 
April 20, 2024 from 12PM at The Odyssey 

Restaurant.  If anyone is interested in attending 
or for more info, please contact Valley at 

JCC@gmail.com 

 

 

 

UPCOMING IN-PERSON EVENTS AT THE CC 

February 3, 2024 
   SFV Japanese Language 
 Institute 100th Anniversary 
   New year’s Party 
 

February 4, 2024 
   93rd Annual SFV Judo     
   Club Kohaku Shiai  
   (Tournament) 

February 18, 2024 
   SFVJACC Day of  
   Remembrance Event 
   Featuring “A Rebel’s 
   Outcry” Panel     

March 2, 2024 
   SFV Japanese Language 
 Institute Hinamatsuri 

March 9, 2024 
   SFV Japanese Language 
 Institute Kurimanju Sale 
 

March 16, 2024 
   SF Athletics Pancake 
   Breakfast 
 

April 6, 2024 
   SFV Ping Pong Tournament 

April 13, 2024 
   Keiro Caregiver Conference 
 

May 26, 2024 
   SFVJACC Memorial Day     
   Service 
 

April 6, 2024 
   SFV Japanese Language 
 Institute Reading Contest 

SFV HONGWANJI BHUDDIST 
TEMPLE 

“Save The Date”  

2024 SFVHBT OBON 

This year’s dates will be Saturday 
& Sunday June 29 & 30.  
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SFVJACC and SF Athletics Scholarship Applications  

Now Available on the CC Website -  
Go to www.https://www.sfvjacc.com/scholarships.html 

SFVJACC  SCHOLARSHIPS 

All SFVJACC Applications must be postmarked by February 10, 2024.   
 

All the SFVJACC Scholarships are open to graduating high school seniors of SFVJACC who has demonstrated   
academic excellence, extracurricular activities and service to school, local, and/or Asian community, especially 
with the SFVJACC. 

Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship 
For Academic Excellence  

The Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship is the most prestigious recognition awarded at the San Fernando Valley Japanese 
American Community Center. He was a life long member who supported the San Fernando Valley Judo Club, Alemany 
High School football team, SFV JACL, and many other community organizations like the UCLA Nisei Bruins, Japanese 
American  National Museum, Japanese American Cultural and Community Center. The Scholarship is intended for          
high school and college students who exhibit excellence in scholarship, leadership, and service. This in an endowed             
scholarship provided by the family.  

 

Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Visual and Performing Arts Scholarship 
For Visual or Performing Arts  

The Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Visual and Performing Arts Scholarship is given in memory of Kazuko Sakaguchi, wife of Dr. 
Sanbo Sakaguchi and a patron of the arts including the Asian American Symphony. This scholarship was started by her 
niece, Helen Nina Oda Abe and is earmarked for students who are interested in pursuing a future in the visual and/or      
performing arts. *A video of performance or sample portfolio is required. This in an endowed scholarship provided by the 
family.  

 

Lily Thibodeaux Service Scholarship 
For Leadership and Service 

The Lilly Thibodeaux Scholarship is in memory of the beloved grandmother, mother, aunt and friend of the Community  
Center who inspired us with her love and determination.  This scholarship is earmarked for well rounded students who show 
promise.  This in an endowed scholarship provided by the family.  

 

Daniel T. Nagasawa Scholar Athlete Scholarship 
For High School and College Scholar Athletes 

Dr. Daniel Nagasawa is a neurosurgeon whose vision is to help others. He is an example for the younger generation when 
he expresses his gratitude with this scholarship. This scholarship is open to high school and college students who may be 
scholar athletes. This in an endowed scholarship provided by Daniel T. Nagasawa.  

 

SFVJACC Applications must be postmarked by February 10, 2024.   

SF ATHLETICS  SCHOLARSHIPS 

SF Athletics Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2024. 

 

Hoshiko Hirano Award Scholarship 

     This award scholarship honors the memory of Hoshiko Hirano, the woman who started and developed the Girls Athletics 
program at the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center. 
   This award recognizes a High School Senior girl who has contributed to the Girls Athletics program by her         
participation, performance and/or service to the program. 

More SF Athletics Scholarship on next page. 
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SF ATHLETICS  SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Wayne Yamamoto Memorial Award 

     The Wayne Yamamoto Memorial Award recognizes a High School Senior boy who has contributed to the San     
Fernando Boys Athletics Program by his participation, performance and/or service to the program. 
 
 

Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service Scholarship 

“Outstanding Senior Of The Year” 

     The Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service Scholarship is given to honor her memory as an active member of the 
SFVJACC Athletics as well as many other community organizations.  As a student athlete, Lauren was a role model, friend 
and teammate who demonstrated sportsmanship on and off the court.  A $500 award will be given to the graduating high 
school senior who best demonstrates the spirit of volunteerism and citizenship, through community service. Applicants 
should be responsible students, active in school and in their community, as well as participated in SFVJACC Athletics for at 
least 5 years. 
 
 

Evan Yoshio Niizawa Memorial Scholarship 

     The Evan Yoshio Niizawa Memorial Continuing Education Scholarship is given in memory of his accomplishments, 
scholastic excellence and participation in Athletics in the face of severe illness and life challenges.  Evan was an inspiration 
to all who knew him and admired his determination in all aspects of his life.  A $1,000 continuing education scholarship    
provided by the Niizawa Family and the SFVJACC Athletics is given to a current or past member of the SFVJACC Athletics 
who has demonstrated scholastic excellence and overcame challenges during their life.  The student selected will receive 
the award to be applied towards his or her college education. 
 

SF Athletics Applications must be postmarked by March 1, 2024. 

RABBIT GOAT 

MONKEY THE OX 

DRAGON DOG 

LUNAR SNAKE 

TIGER CAT 

NEW YEAR GREAT RACE 

RAT HORSE 

ROOSTER RIVER 

ZODIAC BOAR 

Find the words above in 
the puzzle on the right. 

Words are written in 
straight lines forwards, 
backwards, up, down 
and diagonally. When 

you find a word, circle or 
highlight the word.   
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331 
818 899-4030    sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

www.sfvhbt.org 

Chatsworth West  
United Methodist 
Church 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

818 341-1270 
 

E-mail: chatsworthumc@juno.com 
FAX: 818 341 1271 

 

Pastor:  Eric Iki 
Lay Leader: Jim Melichar 

9610 Haddon Avenue 
Pacoima, CA 91331 

(2 blocks east of Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
between Branford and Osborne St.)  

 

Office Phone:  

818 896-1676 (English) 
 

(818) 899-4115 (Japanese) 
 

Please refer to our website for more 
information:  www.crosswaysfv.org 

 

Interim Pastor 

Pastor In Hyun 

We are doing hybrid services and are 
gathering on campus while maintain-
ing the online streaming presence on 
Sundays. 
 

9:00 am Adult Christian Education   
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For more information, email -        
info@crosswaysfv.org 

Due to the changing times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, services are  
being held on Sundays at 10 am and 
bible study on Thursdays at  10 am and 
7 pm through Zoom. 

 
If you would like to join the     

services or bible study meetings,  
call (818) 341-1270 or email at  

chatsworthumc@juno.com 

SUNRISE JAPANESE  
FOURSQUARE CHURCH 

Join us for our worship services on            
Sundays at 10:30 am through Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?

ref=page_internal 

Church address: 
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
Valley Village, CA 91607 

 

Pastors:   
Rev. Paul Iwata 

Rev. James Iwata 

Supervising Minister: Rev. William Briones 
Temple Co-Presidents: Linnae McKeever 
                                      Linda Miyamoto 
 
Services are hybrid (in-person and Zoom). 
Please contact the temple if you wish to be 
included on the Zoom invitation list. Please 
check our website for updates. Thank you, 
and be safe and well. 
 
February 
  4  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

ser-vice; Annual General 
Meeting 

11  10:00 am  Shakyamuni Buddha’s me-
morial service 

18  10:00 am   Regular service 
25  10:00 am   Temple clean-up 
 
March 
  3  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

service 
10  10:00 am  Spring Ohigan service and 

seminar 
17   10:00 am    Regular service 
24   10:00 am    Regular service 
 
31   10:00 am    Regular service 
 
April 
  7  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

and Hanamatsuri service, 
Hatsumairi 

14   10:00 am   Regular service 
21   10:00 am   Regular service 
28   10:00 am   Regular service 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Your donations gratefully accepted: 

 Zelle to sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

 PayPal on sfvhbt.org or 

 check mailed to SFVHBT  
 (address above) 

  
OBON FESTIVAL 2024 

Saturday, June 29th  
4:30 pm - 10 pm 

 

Sunday, June 30th  
4:30 - 9 pm 

  

http://www.sfvhbt.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
http://www.sfvhc.org
mailto:info@crosswaysfv.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://sfvhbt.org
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COORDINATIING COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS - MEETINGS - CONTACT PERSONS 

Coordinating Council .................. 3rd Wed., 7:00 PM………...Liz Doomey. ......... 818 429-4096 
Community Center ...................... 1st Wed., 7:00 PM……...Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Athletics ...................................... 3rd Tues., 7:30 PM…...Dana Chow….athletics@sfvjacc.com  
CC News .................................... ……… ........................ Lois Okui ....... lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church………………….. ....................................................  
 ................................................... 2nd Sun., 1:00 PM……..Pastor Eric Iki ............ 818 341-1270 
Crossway Church ....................... 2nd Sun., 12:30 PM .... . ................................... 818 896-1676 
Nikkei Senior Gardens ................ 2nd Thurs. (even months), 7 PM……..Danny Okazaki..........  
 ...................................................  ...................................  ................................... 818-899-1000 
SFV Bonsai Club ........................ 4th Sun., 8 AM-12 PM Kazuhiko Nakanishi ... ..805 492-3439 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple…………………………. ………………………………………… 
 ................................................... 2nd Mon., 7:30 PM ..... ..Eric Reardon ............. 818 899-4030 
SFV JACL .................................  2nd Wed., 7:00 PM ..... .Nancy Takayama….… 818 601-6296 
SFV Japanese Language Institute…..2nd Sat., 8:30 AM…...Kiyo Watanabe…… 818 237-8540 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 818 896-8612 (Office)  
SFV Judo Club ..........................  4th Wed., 7:03 PM ...... ...Glen Whitesell ......... 661-436-6374  
SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club ..  1st Fri., 12:30 PM…..Toshi Toda ..... heiwa.toshi@gmail.com  
Senior Hot Meals .......................  Fri., 11:30 AM ............. CC Office ..................... 818 899-1989 
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church    ...................... Reverend Paul Iwata...... .818 782-8738 
Tuna Canyon Detention Station… ............................... Kyoko Oda .....nancyoda64@gmail.com 
Valley Japanese Community Center ............................... .. ............................ JCC@gmail.com 

SPECIAL CLASSES 

Aloha Club (Poker)................................ Tuesday (11 AM-3 PM)/Friday (12:30-3:00 PM) .... CC Office .................. 818 899-1989 
Bowling*, (Winnetka Bowl) .................... Tuesday .......................... 9:30 AM ....................... Sandra Yamamoto .... 818 360-0450   
Country Western Music* ....................... Tuesday .......................... 10:00-11:30 AM ............ Janet Schuetze ......... 818 767-1819 
Exercise Class ...................................... Tuesday .......................... 9:00-10:00 AM.............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Exercise Class ...................................... Friday .............................. 10:00-11:00 AM ............ Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Hawaiian Hula (Ohana Pu'uwai Nani) ..... Monday ........................... 11:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Barbara Dempsey ..... 818 300-3615 
Hitomi’s Cooking Class ......................... 2nd Tuesday ................... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... NJ Nakamura ............ 818 893-6503 
Ikenobo Ikebana ................................... 2nd/4th Wednesday ........ 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Mayumi Dennis  ........ 818 224-3346 
Karaoke* ............................................... 1st/3rd Thursday ............. 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 365-8361 
Line Dancing* ....................................... Thursday ......................... 10:00-11:15 AM ............ Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Movie Club ............................................ 1st Monday ..................... 12:00-3:00 PM.............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Nikkei Bowling League .......................... Friday (Winnetka Bowl) ... 8:00-10:00 PM.............. Stan Date .................. 818 701-6607 
Meiji Ondo Group* ................................ 2nd/4th Friday ................. 7:00-9:00 PM  .............. Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 365-8361 
Ping Pong Club ..................................... Thursday/Tuesday .......... 9:00 AM-3:00 PM ......... Aaron Sanwo ............ 661 755-0584 
Senior Arts & Crafts .............................. Monday ........................... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
SFV Judo Club ...................................... Mon/Wed/Fri ................... 6:00-9:00 PM ............... Kenji Couey .............. 818 381-7232 
Tai Chi Class* ....................................... Monday ........................... 9:00-10:00 AM.............. Florence Takaaze ..... 310 202-6693 
Ukulele Club ......................................... Friday .............................. 10:00-11:30 AM ............ Call CC Office ........... 818-899-1989 
Zumba .................................................. Monday ........................... 7:00-8:00 PM ............... Margaret Takimoto .... 818 701-7628 

 

YOUTH SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 
Girl Scouts……….................................. 3rd Saturday .............. 2:00-4:00 PM .................... Troop Leader: Akiko Manaka  
 

SUPPORT GROUPS & SERVICES 
Dementia Caregivers Support Group… . 1st Saturday ...........  ... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM .......... Facilitator: Coleen Nakamura,  
    Online only                                                                                                                     Little Tokyo Service Center 
                                                                                                                                                       Contact her at cnakamura@ltsc.org  

Blood Pressure Screening*………......... 3rd Friday ................... 10:00-11:00 AM ................. Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room 
 
 

*Meiji Senior Citizens’ Activity or Service                             For more information, call the CC at (818) 899-1989.     

Want to reserve the 
Community  Center 

for an event? 

Call CC Office at (818) 
899-1989 or email:               

bing_lau@sfvjacc.com  

Want to submit an     
article for the CC   

Newsletter?  

Email:  
lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 

 

CC Deadline:   
The 15th of every odd 

month.  

mailto:cnakamura@ltsc.org
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SFVJACC Mission Statement 
 

To preserve the Japanese culture and to promote the Japanese American              

experience through education, events, and activities for our community.  

1.  Complete the information below.                                                              

2. Make check payable to “SFVJACC”.                                                          

3. Send your check and this form to:  SFVJACC  
  See Address in the upper left 
  hand corner of this page. 
 

(Please Print) 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Phone  ________________________________  

                              (Last Name)                                  (First Name) 
 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

City __________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code  _________________________  
 

Email Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact _____________________________________ Phone  _______________________________________  
 

If you would like a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please check the box.    

If you do not want to be listed in future CC Membership Directories, please check the box.    

For information, please call SFVJACC at (818) 899-1989.   Fax is (818) 899-0659.   Website:  www.sfvjacc.com 



Single Membership - $50.00 

Family Membership - $75.00 

 San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center 

2024 MEMBERSHP FORM 
(Membership Period:  January 1 to December 31, 2024 


