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More Camp Atsumare photos on 
page 4. 

     The SFVJACC was once again filled with laughter, creativity, and the joy of summer as Camp Atsumare returned for its 
second year. Throughout the week, campers entering first through eighth grade came together to explore Japanese and 
Japanese American culture through games, crafts, hands-on activities, and shared experiences. Along the way, they built 
new friendships, strengthened old ones, and created memories that will last well beyond the summer. 
     Atsumare means "come together," and that spirit was at the heart of everything we did. From the excitement of each 
day's activities to the friendships that     
blossomed throughout the week, campers, 
volunteer counselors, and families all 
played a part in creating a welcoming and 
supportive community. It was especially 
meaningful to see returning campers     
reconnect while warmly welcoming so 
many new faces. 
     We are incredibly grateful to our       
dedicated counselors, enthusiastic camp-
ers, and supportive families for making our 
second summer such a success. Thank 
you for helping make Camp Atsumare       
a place where learning, laughter, and      
community come together. We can't wait 
to welcome everyone back for another  
unforgettable summer next year and see 
new faces!        
     We will be back June 14-18, 2027- 
mark your calendars! 
 

With gratitude, 

Kihomi Sasaki, Shawn Shojinaga, and Aya 
Shigenaga 
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Dear Members and Friends, 
 

     As the summer winds down, another exciting basketball season comes to an end. Thank you      
to our players, coaches, volunteers, and families for making this season such a success. Your      
dedication, sportsmanship, and support continue to make our Athletics program a source of pride for 
the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center. 
     This summer, many of our teams proudly represented SFVJACC at the annual Hollywood     
Dodgers Basketball Tournament in Las Vegas. Thank you to our coaches, volunteers, and families 

who made the trip possible and helped create a memorable experience for our athletes. 
     Summer is always one of the busiest and most meaningful times of the year for our Japanese American community. 
Throughout Southern California, Obon festivals and Bon Odori celebrations bring families and friends together to honor 
our ancestors, celebrate our heritage, and strengthen the bonds within our community. The season continues with the 
excitement of Nisei Week, showcasing the rich traditions, culture, and history of Japanese Americans. 
     As we head into the fall, we also look forward to two of SFVJACC’s favorite community traditions—our annual  Luau 
and Steak Night. These events bring together members, families, and friends for great food, fun, and fellowship while  
celebrating the spirit of our community. We encourage everyone to join us and make new memories together. 
     As a new school year begins, we extend our very best wishes to all of our students as they start new classes, attend 
new schools, and begin new chapters in their lives. We encourage each of you to embrace new opportunities, work hard, 
build lasting friendships, and enjoy the journey ahead. 
     On behalf of the SFVJACC Board of Directors, thank you for your continued support of our community. We look       
forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events, on the basketball courts, and throughout the year. Best of luck to all 
of our students—we wish you a successful, rewarding, and memorable school year.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Jeremy Tsuneishi  
SFVJACC Co-president  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        

     
     

     With the world cup in the US, I have seen a fair number of videos of international travelers 
experiencing American culture for the first time. Generally the video is of someone eating 
something or visiting a known American establishment and being in awe of the size and variety 
of things that most of us take for granted. 
     I get to see something similar on a regular basis at the SFVJACC. Someone will find out 
about the SFVJACC and arrange to come visit. After they arrive, I’ll give a tour of the campus. I 
like to touch on the history of the SFVJACC and why it exists. I have had a number of people 

become emotional when hearing about the history. Some are amazed at the size of the campus, for others it’s a 
shock that we have so many activities, and some are ecstatic finding a community they wished that they’d known 
about years ago. 
     I hope that all of you will have the opportunity to see our Community Center through someone else’s fresh per-
spective. The SFVJACC is a very special place that is home to an even more special community and what makes the 
community special is you. I’d like to create a docent program at the SFVJACC. Find me and we can talk about it! 
 

Bing Lau 
SFVJACC Administrative Director 

THE DIRECTOR’S VIEW 

 

Honoring Our Legacy: The SFVJACC Scholarship Committee  
 

     Established in 2013 by the late Kyoko Oda, the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center 
Scholarship Committee continues its vital mission of investing in the next generation. The inaugural committee was 
driven by the dedication of Kyoko Oda, Grace Iwamasa, Kay Inaba, and Chisato Kanagi. Following the well-
deserved retirements of Grace and Kay, Leslie Shirasawa stepped forward to continue this crucial work.      
     This year, the SFVJACC is delighted to welcome new committee members Kay Oda, Jaymie Takeshita, and  
Betty Matsushita to the team. Each year, this dedicated group undertakes the rigorous and rewarding task of       
selecting our scholarship recipients. Through their enduring stewardship, the committee has proudly awarded 66 
scholarships to date, empowering deserving high school seniors as they pursue higher education and future        
success. 
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Acknowledgements 

For May - July 2026 (5/18 - 7/17) 

Use of Facilities 

Muranaga, Mark .................................................. $500.00 
Ishikawa, Charlene ............................................. $400.00 
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday Exercise Class .......... $325.00 
Taiko ................................................................... $272.00 
Kabuki Ken Kyu Kai ............................................ $250.00 
Ping Pong ........................................................... $250.00 
Plaskow, Diane ................................................... $250.00 
LA 33 Strings (Koto)............................................ $244.00 
Volleyball ............................................................. $200.00 
SFV Okinawan Club............................................ $160.00 
Meiji Ondo Group ................................................ $150.00 
Hitomi's Cooking Class ....................................... $125.00 
Bando Ryu Kyo No Kai ....................................... $120.00 
Arts & Crafts ........................................................ $100.00 
Ukulele ................................................................ $100.00 
Country Music ....................................................... $89.00 

Donations 

Sakaguchi, Ikuyo............................................ $20,000.00 
   Originally for Project Nozomi 
SF Athletics .................................................... $10,000.00 
Endow Nursery, Inc.......................................... $1,000.00 
Minami, Janet ................................................... $1,000.00 
   In Memory of Henry Minami (Originally for Project    
   Nozomi) 
Okui, Tadao and Lois ....................................... $1,000.00 
Abe, Helen Oda .................................................. $500.00 
   In Honor of Kay and Nancy Oda - For new volleyball      
   equipment 
Nakamura, Richard ............................................. $500.00 
   Coffee Donation 
Hanna, Tamera ................................................... $475.00 
   Donation to help support the work you do in the 
   Community 
Japanese American Community Credit Union .... $300.00 
    For SFV Taiko 
Morikawa, Dean .................................................. $200.00 
Docken, Terry and Shirley .................................. $170.00 
O'Neill, Coleen .................................................... $100.00 
   In memory of Emi Hino 
Yamashita, Masao and Norma Jean .................. $100.00 
   For Pickle Ball 
Yamashita, Masao and Norma Jean .................. $100.00 
Delander, Suzi ...................................................... $50.00 
Keiro ...................................................................... $50.00 
   Orei for advertising their events in the newsletter 

In Loving Memory of Kyoko Nancy Oda 

Anonymous ...................................................... $1,000.00 
Abe, Helen Oda and George $500.00 
   Support for the Future Fund 
Itagaki, Chuck ......................................................$500.00 
Tanaka, Denise ...................................................$200.00 
Hamamoto, Sally and Jennifer ............................$100.00 
Miyata, Fumiko ....................................................$100.00 
Tsutsui, Jean .......................................................$100.00 
Bozajian, Jaereld R ...............................................$50.00 
Iwamasa, Grace ....................................................$50.00 
Corpuz, Madeline ..................................................$25.00 

Use of Facilities 

Pickle Ball .............................................................. $89.00 
Movie Club ............................................................ $50.00 
Kimekomi ................................................................ $5.00 

 

Hot Meal Program Donation 
 

Asuncio, Jean ........................ Homegrown tomatoes 
Endo, Kathy .................................... Palimer Cookies 
Kimura, Greg ............................................... $195.00  
   Birthday cake for his mother, Sumie Kimura 
Murphy, Marian ......... Crakers and Salmon in cream     
 Cheese 
Nakatsu, Barbara ........................ 2 Boxes of cookies 
Sato, Jane.................. Brownie cookies, homemade 
                                     Pound cake 
Yoshizumu, Lynn ......................................... $100.00 
   In memory of Emi Hino 

In Kind Donations to the CC Senior Meal 
Delivery Progra m 

Murphy, Marian ........................................ Assorted chips 
Tanaka, Craig & Denise ........ In memory of Garry Monji -   
         5 Cases of assorted Pepperidge Farm cookies and   
         crackers 
 

Veterans Memorial Fund Acknowledgements on page 4. 

CC Senior Meal Delivery Program Donations 

Nakamura, Sherre ............................................ $1,000.00 
   In loving memory of her mother, Dorothy Nakamura 
SFVJACC  ........................................................... $750.00 
Chen, Vivien ........................................................ $300.00 
Nakatsu, Barbara and George ............................ $300.00 
Sugioka, Margaret and Greg ............................... $300.00 
Woo, Bill and Cynthia .......................................... $250.00 
Schuetze, Jan ..................................................... $200.00 
Tomita, George and Emiko ................................. $200.00 
Takeshita, Jack ................................................... $150.00 
Hirayama, Yasumasa and Hiroko ....................... $100.00 
Liu, Magdaline ....................................................... $60.00  

 

August 2026 

MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

LUNCH SERVED AT 11:45 AM         

August 7 - Baked Sweet & Sour Pork 

August 14 - Chili/Hotdog 

August 21 -  Closed for repairs 

August 28 - Kulua Pork Cabbage    
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Wada, Pauline ....................................... $1,000.00 
Kus, Michiko ............................................. $500.00 
Rosero, Felipe and Dorothy ..................... $500.00 
Sato, Setsuko ........................................... $300.00 
Ito-Muraoka, Cheryl .................................. $200.00 
Nakamura, Sherre .................................... $200.00 
Oda, Gladys .............................................. $200.00 
Schuetze, Jan ........................................... $200.00 
Sujishi, Michie........................................... $200.00 
Yamaoka, Ruby Chizuko .......................... $200.00 
SF Athletics .............................................. $100.00 
Fong, Jean ................................................ $100.00 
Funakura, Charles and Kathy ................... $100.00 
Hamamoto, Sally and Jennifer ................. $100.00 
SFV Judo Club ......................................... $100.00 
Kanagi, Chisato ........................................ $100.00 
Kondo, Jennie........................................... $100.00 
SFV Meiji Senior Club .............................. $100.00 
Mena, J. Arakaki ....................................... $100.00 
Muraoka, Clarae ....................................... $100.00 
Nomura, Ed and Kumi .............................. $100.00 
Ohara, Eddie ............................................ $100.00 
Piatt, Leslie ............................................... $100.00 
Rothenbach, Jeff ...................................... $100.00 
Tanaka, Denise ........................................ $100.00 
Tanaka, Leonard and Geneva .................. $100.00 
Tanaka, Frank .......................................... $100.00 
Tanaka, Linda ........................................... $100.00 
Wood, May ............................................... $100.00 
Yamada, Kay Katsuko .............................. $100.00 
Yamaoka, Emmy ...................................... $100.00 
SFV JACL ................................................. $100.00 
Arii, Kelvin and Donna ................................ $50.00 
Fujimoto, Susie ........................................... $50.00 
Monji, Curtis and Sharon ............................ $50.00 
Rivera, May and John ................................ $50.00 
Whitesell, Amy ............................................ $50.00 
Woo, Bills and Cynthia ............................... $50.00 
Clarke, Marie .............................................. $40.00 
Stewart, Stephanie and Douglas ................ $40.00 
Corpuz, Madeline ....................................... $25.00 

Donations to the Veterans Memorial Fund  
 

2027 MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

To all SFVJACC Members, 
 

     We hope you have seen the growth in our         
Community Center over the past few years. 
There have been a number of fantastic programs that 
have been established to build upon the SFVJACC 
mission statement of "To preserve the Japanese 
culture and promote the Japanese American 
experience through education, events, and activities for 
our community."   We are extremely grateful to all of 
our community members and volunteers past and    
present that have helped us build the thriving          
community we now enjoy.   
     As members, your support is integral in helping us 
build programs that provide opportunities to explore 
culture and community. Whether you gather at our 
Center for traditional Japanese cultural classes, active 
living, creative arts, or sports and leisure activities, you 
make this Center a home away from home. Your   
membership directly sustains the vibrant community life 
that is found here.   
     Community Center membership fees have not     
increased in many years, while many similar            
organizations raise their fees annually. To help offset 
rising operating costs and ongoing inflation, the CC 
Board has reluctantly approved a membership fee    
increase for the coming year. This increase will help us 
continue to preserve our heritage and serve as our 
community's Center.   

Starting with the 2027 Membership Year, our rates 
will adjust to the following structures: 

2027 Membership Fees - 
 

Family Membership - $100.00 

Individual Membership - $75.00 

We are grateful for your understanding and ongoing 
support.  Thank you for continuing to be a valued 
member of our community.    

Sincerely,  

The SFVJACC Board of Directors 
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Scholarship Award winners pictured with May Wood (on left end), Ariel Imamoto and                                               
Bing Lau (on right end).  Each recipient received a certificate from Councilwoman Monica                                     

Rodriguez (7th District) and leis made by the Senior Arts & Crafts group. 

Scholarship award recipients (L to R): Declan Hirota, Tenka Watanabe, Olivia                  
Ortega (recipent of the SFV JACL Scholarship), Evan Muranaka, Asuka              

Watanabe, Santiago  Garcia-Uriarte, Michaela Okayama, and Jamie Lac.  
Not pictured: Alexa Nagasawa and Haruki Panjanon. 

     SFVJACC Administrative Director Bing Lau 

spoke about the profound loss of Kyoko Oda, the 

Scholarship Committee Chairperson, who past 

away the day before the luncheon.  

     As a dedicated board member of the JACC 

and JACL, Kyoko was a leader, a tireless mentor 

and a fierce advocate for cultural preservation 

and civil rights, both here at home and on a     

national level. She leaves behind an undeniable, 

lasting legacy right here at our Community     

Center—one built on service, justice, and lifting 

others up. 

     We thank Kyoko for planning this luncheon. 

She poured her soul into this event because she 

believed fiercely in the future of our youth. 

Ariel Imamoto did a 
great job as emcee. 
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2026 SFVHBT OBON FESTIVAL                By Kim Gohata 

     Summer season is Obon season, and on June 27 and 28, our community and neighbors gathered for 
the San Fernando Valley Hongwanji Buddhist 

Temple’s Annual Obon Festival, held on the lively-festooned 
grounds of the San Fernando Valley Japanese American 
Community Center. 
     Our favorite community organizations joined SFVHBT once 
again in inviting guests to delight in tasty food options, entertain-
ing family games, an impressive array of Japanese cultural and 
historical exhibits, and a wide variety of crowd-pleasing show-
case performances. SFVHBT Assistant Minister Rev. Stacy 
Reardon welcomed attendees and provided inspirational      
messages about our “gathering of joy” to open and close the 
festival’s odori dancing, with gassho. On Saturday, the crowd 
was delighted by a performance of the Lantern Song by Miko 
Shudo (providing vocals) and Niall Taro (on cello), accompanied 
by Yoshikuni Torii (on guitar), who is the husband of SFVHBT’s 
Resident Minister Yukari Torii, and who added live music for our 
odori dancing over the weekend. The lauded SFV Taiko group 
once again pleased onlookers with rousing performances to commence the outdoor festivities on both days. 
     Sunday’s attendees were treated to a special appearance by the 2026 Nisei Week Queen Candidates, including San 
Fernando Valley Queen Meagan Pham, a graduate of Cal State Fullerton, who currently works as a Patient Care         
Assistant at the City of Hope and plans to become an RN in Labor and Delivery. 
     SFVHBT expresses a sincere thank you to our community of friends whose continued help and support make this 
event possible … 
     SFVJACC, Muranaka Farms, SFV Judo Club, SFVJACC Athletics, SFV Japanese Language Institute, SFV JACL,    
Valley Japanese American Community Center, Nanka Miyagi Kenjinkai (NMK), SFVJACC Senior Arts & Crafts, SFV     
Taiko, SFV Bonsai Club, SFV Ikebana Club, Japanese Doll-Making Group, EGAO, Tuna Canyon Detention Station      
Coalition, Eiko Masuyama’s Buddhism in WWII Camps, Nikkei Senior Gardens, our Obon showcase groups (Taiko, Hula, 

Okinawa Club, Meiji Ondo Dance, Country Western Dance, 
Ukulele, and LA’s 33 Strings/Koto Shamisen Ensemble), and 
all of our odori dance teachers. Our heartfelt gratitude goes out 
as well to the long list of volunteers whose tireless work and 
dedication kept the festival running, and of course to all of our 
donors, whose contributions mean everything to us. And a 
special thanks to Monica Rodriguez, Los Angeles City Council-
woman for the 7th District, for providing the large dumpster for 
our event yet again this year. 
     SFVHBT is honored to provide our family, friends, and 
neighbors with an enjoyable, culturally significant event, where 
we can express our appreciation for all who have come before 
us and helped build this amazing community. 
    We look forward to celebrating with you all again in 2027! 

SFV HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 
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    The 2026 Jamboree held on May 17, 2026 was a tremendous success, celebrating the 
culmination of an incredible basketball season by honoring player achievements,           
rewarding dedication, and building lasting team chemistry. The event provided a wonderful 
opportunity to recognize individual excellence, celebrate collective accomplishments, and 
strengthen the bonds between our players, coaches, families, and supporters, helping to 
build a strong  program culture and traditions for future generations.   
    The day was packed with delicious food, snacks, an exciting basketball skills challenge, 
and fantastic prizes.   
 

    We would like to extend a special thank you to the following individuals and families for      
making this day possible: 

• Generous Donors: The Matsuda family, Guy and Tracy Niizawa, Dennis and Susan 
Taguchi, Gary and Sandra Yamamoto, May Wood, Japanese Language Institute, JACL, and SFV Judo Club 

• 2026 Jamboree Coordinators: The Dragons and Hula Hoopers Team Representatives and families, with special 
recognition to Charisse Chen, Rachel Lim, and Jeff Noguchi.   

 

We are also proud to announce and congratulate this year's scholarship winners: 

• Jamie Lac – Hoshiko Hirano Scholarship (presented by Yoshi Hirano and Family) 

• Evan Muranaka – Wayne Yamamoto Scholarship (presented by Gary and Sandra Yamamoto) 

• Evan Muranaka – Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service Scholarship (presented by Dennis and Susan Taguchi 
& Family) 

• Declan Hirota – Evan Niizawa Memorial Continuing Education Scholarship (presented by Guy and Tracy Niizawa 
& Family) 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated, volunteered, and supported our athletes this season! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Declan Hirota received the Even Niizawa Memorial      
Continuing Education Scholarship.   (L to R): Guy and 
Tracy Niizawa, Dana Chow, and Margaret Takimoto. 

Evan Muranaka was also awarded the Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth 
Service Scholarship.  (L to R): Dennis, Lindsey and Susan Taguchi, Vince 

Magcase (Co-Commissioner), and Margaret Takimoto. 

Evan Muranaka was awarded the Wayne Yamamoto  
Scholarship.  (L to R): Sandy and Gary Yamamoto,  

Mike Gort, and Margaret Takimoto. 

Jamie Lac was the recipient  
of the Hoshiko Hirano  

Scholarship. 

By Jeff Noguchi 

Congratulations Scholarship Award Winners 
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SF ATHLETICS BASKETBALL 
FOR TOURNAMENT   MAY 2-3, 2026 

 

 SF RAPTORS 
6th Grade Boys Silver  

Division 
1st Place Champions 

 

(L to R): Grant Yamaguchi, 
Grady Magcase, Max      

Lydick, Deegan Nakama, 
Nolan Bay, Taylor Fong, 
Austin Lee, Colin Wong,  

Amari Batra 
 

Coaches: Vince Magcase, 
Steve Lee and Rad  

Nakama 

 

SF HULA HOOPERS 

3rd Grade Girls Silver Division 

1st Place Champions 
 

Back Row (L to R): Olivia  
Koopongsakorn, Skylar Jenkins, Maya 

Hollowaty 
 

Front Row (L to R): Coach Arisa 
Mattson, Evie Yeck, Ellie  

Noguchi, Sophia Heinbecker,  
Keira Kane, Coach Alison Pahed  

TIGERS TOURNAMENT   MAY 23-25, 2026 

 

SF TANOOKIS 

5th Grade Boys Gold 
Division 

1
st

 Place Champions 
 

Back Row (L to R): Robb 
Mochizuki, Parker Gort, 
Mike Gort, Paul Morales 

Middle Row (L to R):  
Tyler Matignas, Nathan 

Morales, Ren Tahara, Se-
bastian Ongsingco 

Front Row (L to R): Kenzo 
Mochizuki, Troy Mina, Shun 

Tahara, Gio Masuda 
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SF ATHLETICS BASKETBALL 
TIGERS TOURNAMENT   MAY 23-25, 2026 

 

 

SF STARBURST 

7th Grade Girls Silver Divi-
sion 

1st Place Champions 
 

Top row (L to R):  Mina Duong, Ellie 
Yeck, Shanna Hamidi, Sofia Kwan, 

Elizabeth Teraoka 

Bottom row (L to R):  Keira Yeck, 
Ruby Jorge, Leia Nagasugi, Lily 

Tsuneishi 
 
 

 

 

SF EMERALDS 
 

12th Grade Girls  
Division 

1st Place Champions 
 

Back Row (L to R): Julianne 
Tan, Alexis Yoshimura, Maddie 
Smith, Kenedi Nomura, Quinn 

Tamashiro, Pressley Huie, 
Coach Luc Lac 

Front Row (L to R): Alyssa 
Badua, Jamie Lac,  
Madelyn Geromini 
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    It feels like half the year has already flown by! Where 
do those moments disappear to so quickly? 
    This first half of the year has been quite eventful. 
We’ve said goodbye to some wonderful friends,          
including Kyoko Oda. I still find it hard to believe she’s 
gone. I only knew her for a few years after I became 
president of the Meiji Club. When I  was struggling to 
manage the club, she was so supportive and encour-

aged me, believing I could be a great link to the future. I have a feeling she’s 
keeping an eye on us, no matter what we’re up to. 
    We held the Meiji Bingo games on June 12th, and we had five lucky win-
ners: Michiko Kus, Jayne Komoto, Terry Docken, Anna Measles, and Linda 
Takayama, each receiving $50. 
    One of our club’s fun activities is karaoke. We have around 240 laser discs 
and YouTube karaoke. Every 1

st
 and 3

rd
 Thursday from 11:30 am to 2:00 pm 

in the Sakaguchi Hall, we get together to sing. No need to be a professional 
singer; just sing louder to let 
loose and feel refreshed. 
Everyone is welcome! 
 

Toshi Toda 
Meiji Club President 

SFV MEIJI SENIOR CITIZENS 

Karaoke – Emiko and Paul 

Karaoke – Singing in a chorus 

NSG News 
Latest news from Nikkei Senior Gardens 

Pachinko Plinko at SFVBHT 2026 Obon: 

    Nikkei was proud to participate in the SFVBHT Obon Festival 
once again this year. We provided transportation for Nikkei    
residents and their families so they could enjoy everything the 
festival had to offer. 
    Visitors of all ages had fun trying our Pachinko Plinko game 
for a chance to win Pop Mart blind boxes, and we also gave 
away plenty of Nikkei Senior Gardens swag throughout the 
weekend. 
    One of the highlights for me was seeing family and catching 
up with friends I hadn't seen since last year's festival. To top it 
all off, the weather was perfect, with comfortable temperatures 
on both Saturday and Sunday, making for an enjoyable week-
end for everyone.                                   

Written by: Kris Minami 
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As we head into another Summer, we at the San Fernando Valley     

Japanese Language Institute do so with immense gratitude: Gratitude to our    
teachers for sharing their knowledge and skills; to our office manager Shinobu   
Levine for her time and effort; to our students for putting in so much hard 
work; and, finally, gratitude for our school parents who show up and volunteer, 
not just for mandatory events, but throughout the year. 
     During this year’s Obon festival, from June 26th prep through 28th break-
down, SFVJLI hosted our annual Somen booth and the community showed up 
in full force to make this huge event another successful one. To all of our    
volunteers, and to the community members who came out to support us by 
buying refreshments, thank you so much! Each of you make SFVJLI a very 
special community to be a part of, and we look forward to seeing students 
over the summer school and back again in August. 
     Finally, we would like to thank Kiyo Watanabe, who has participated in the 
PTA School Board for over ten years, and been School Board President for over three. The hard work, dedication, and time 
he has given to the school cannot be overstated, and he has been an immense help in   ensuring the coordination of large 

scale events such as Obon. Thank you, Kiyo! 
     The San Fernando Valley Japanese        
Language Institute has also elected a new PTA 
Board with Douglas Carden sworn in as        
President. Chika Brock retains her role as     
Vice President, Denise Tanaka remains CFO/
Treasurer, and Jessica  Kelley remains Board 
Secretary. Finally, Yurica Yamaguchi is a parent 
who, despite her busy life, has volunteered her 
time with SFVJLI for over fifteen years and has 
now agreed to join the Board in a Director role. 
The Board looks forward to serving the SFVJLI 
students, parents, teachers, and community 
with integrity and transparent communication, 
and with student safety and Japanese           
education as our top priority. 

By Jessica Kelly, SFVJLI PTA Secretary  

San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute      

 
 
 
 

                            The annual SFVJACC Super Bingo Fundraiser will be on Saturday, November 7, 

2026. As our largest fundraiser of the year, this special event will help make much-needed            

renovations to our kitchen and bathrooms - improvements that will directly benefit our seniors,     

families, and community members who rely on our Center.  

     Every week, our kitchen plays a vital role in caring for our elderly members by preparing hot 

meals through the Hot Meals Program. We currently serve approximately 150 people on campus 

and deliver meals to those who are no longer able to visit the center in person. These meals provide 

more than nourishment—they offer comfort, connection, and a reminder that our seniors are valued 

and supported. At the same time, our bathrooms are in urgent need of renovation. With only one 

wheelchair-accessible stall available, we must make our facility safer, more welcoming, and more 

accessible for everyone who enters our doors. 

    Your support helps preserve and strengthen our Center for the generations who depend on it. The 

Super Bingo Committee is seeking donations (monetary or merchandise) for this event’s raffle,      

Silent Auction, and participants’ gift bags. If you would like to support this fundraiser with a            

donation, please contact Akiko Manaka at akiko_manaka@sfvjacc.com or Nancy Takayama at    

nancy_t akayama@sfvjacc.com.  
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Looking good! 
 

Pictured 
Back row (L to R): Linda          

Takayama, Pauline Kaku, Wendy 
Kagiyama, Carol Miyake. 

 

Front row (L to R): Diane   
Yoneoka, Kei Inoue (Hot Meal 

Program Director), Marge      
Sato, Jean Shinsato. 

 

Missing: Lei Shinsato 

The Hot Meal Staff In Their “Hello Kitty” Dodgers Aprons.  

 

Cooking Japanese Comfort Foods                 By NJ Nakamura 
 

     Do you enjoy eating nikujaga (beef/potato stew), takuan (pickled daikon), ginger pork, hijiki, gobo salad, Hiyashi 
ramen, eggplant miso, or maybe even butadofu? All those dishes and many more, have been taught at Hitomi’s   
Japanese Cooking classes. Since 1997, Hitomi Hashimoto and I have co-hosted those cooking classes in the kitchen 
at the SFVJACC. 
     At the age of 19 years, Hitomi went to cooking school in        
Tokyo for 3 years. She then worked in a ryokan or Japanese inn 
preparing kai seki dinners. Under the guidance of the ryokan’s  
experienced chef, Hitomi learned helpful cooking techniques that 
she now shares in her classroom kitchen. 
     The next class is in early September. A new guest instructor, 
Dorothy Rosero, will be sharing her mother’s special recipe for 
Egg Fu Young. Hitomi will also supervise the cooking of a          
few side dishes. If you’re interested in attending just contact NJ     
Nakamura directly.  
     Registration is required to attend the classes and all students 
must be members of the SFVJACC. The class fee is $15 and the 
class size is limited to 20 students. Contact NJ Nakamura at      
818-624-2137 or email: njnakamura.nj@gmail.com 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jeri Okamoto mixes sliced daikon for 
takuan, while Annette Takashima chops 

gobo for the salad. 

Hands-on teaching of miso.                          

Everyone made their own Sakura anko    
filled mochi for Girl’s Day. 

mailto:njnakamura.nj@gmail.com
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Ikenobo Ikebana Class At Obon 

Ikebana instructor Mayumi Dennis 
and her class working on          
their floral arrangements for their       
Ikebana Exhibit at the SFVHBT 
2026 Obon. 
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SFVJACC SENIOR ACTIVITIES - To register for events, contact: lizdoomey@yahoo.com or 818

-429-4096 
   
• Dining with the Chef – Chef John Nishio’s next cooking class will be on Sunday, August 9th from 
2 pm to about 4 pm. He will be demonstrating Tempura 5 ways. October Class TBD. Class is limited 
to 20 members for $20 per person. 

• Movie Club – First Mon-
day of each month (2

nd
 

Monday if it’s a holiday) 
from 12 pm to about 2:30 
pm. Bring lunch, watch 
and discuss a variety of      
movies. Come join us if 
you are interested or if 
you have any suggestions 
for other films. August  
film will be from the oldies 
but goodies selection. 

• Arts and Crafts – We did 
very well at the SFVHBT 
Obon on June 27

th
 and 

28
th
. Thank you to the 

members and guests that 
stopped by and pur-
chased items we had for 
sale. We celebrated our labor with a luncheon at Gourmet City Buffet in North Hollywood. Everyone enjoyed their meal. 
We meet on Mondays, from 10 am to 12 Noon in the conference room. Come learn different crafts from our members. 
Give us a request and we will find an instructor for the new craft item. We are currently working on Calligraphy, origami 
dollar bills, beaded bracelets, Pop up Cards etc. We’re making these items to sell at the Luau & Boutique Fundraiser 
on August 1, 2026. 

• Exercise Class – Tuesdays 9-10 AM; Band Resistance, Free Weights, Balance Workout, Some Cardio, Yoga Balls. 
These exercises can be adapted to chair exercises also. Thursday 9-10 AM, Chair Yoga in the Sakaguchi Hall (we are 
still looking for an instructor) and Fridays 10-11 AM Strength Exercises Stretch Band, Floor exercises in the Dojo.  

 

 

Open to all ages and all levels: from curious beginners 
to seasoned dancers. Discover the beauty of Japanese    
tradition through graceful movement, music, and          
storytelling. Whether you’re interested in learning for            
performance, cultural appreciation, or personal enrich-
ment, there’s a place for you here! 
 

• In-person classes - Kimono and cultural etiquette      
introduced.  

• Learn iconic dances from kabuki theater, seasonal  
pieces, and more! 

• Place: San Fernando Valley Japanese American      
Community  Center. 

• Time: Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 3 pm. 
• Pricing: Children 12 and under - $15 per lesson            

(30 minutes)  * Adults 13 and older—$20 per lesson    
(30 minutes)  

For more information or to register, con-
tact kyo_no_kai@sfvjacc.com 

 

 

 
 

Keiro’s Virtual Classes 
To register for the classes below, go to  

www.keiro.org/what-we-do/classes/qol-classes 

Thursday, August 20, 2026 at 5:30 - 6:30 pm -        
Demystifying Home Health Care - Many caregivers  
feel overwhelmed trying to figure out where to start 
when a loved one needs extra medical support at home. 
Learn from home health care nurse Annika Tamaki, 
BSN, RN, PHN, as she clarifies the process - from     
getting a doctor’s referral to understanding what       
Medicare will and won’t cover. She will also share what 
she wishes more families knew before facing a crisis, as 
well as practical tips from her experience with home 
health care and hospice.  
Thursday, August 29, 2026 at 11:00 am - 1:00 pm - 
Navigating Brain Health: Research & Resources 
with Cedars-Sinai - Your brain is one of your greatest 
assets and it’s never too early or too late to invest in it. 
Join us for an afternoon of expert insights, practical 
strategies, and community resources designed to help 
you build lifelong brain health. The event includes     
talks from leading Cedars-Sinai specialists and the            
opportunity to participate in memory 
evaluations through the RAPID 
study.  

mailto:lizdoomey@yahoo.com
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MONTHLY BLOOD  
PRESSURE CHECKS 

 

 

 

 

3rd Friday of Every 
Month 

10:00 - 11:00 AM 
 

In Nikkei Pioneer Hall                    

 

 

 

WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS 

Josephine Klaus 

Graciela Munoz 

Laura Abe 

Stella Arrington 

Daisy Gaitan 

Koichi Kukita 

Graciela Munoz 

Hank Murakami 

Mark Muranaga 

Shane Takehara 

Russ & Janet Yamaguchi 

Karen Yokomizo 

                  
     The Ireicho "Book of Names" came to the SFVJACC on June 6th for a very special stop. This special event wasn't 
scheduled as part of the book's officially scheduled tour. A small number of families were provided an opportunity to      
participate. The program included an orientation about the Ireicho project, "Camp" connections, the book itself and the 
stamping process. Individual families were allotted a 
short amount of time with the book, including stamping 
next to the names of their family members and others 
without families. After stamping, there was an activity 
to reflect on the stamping and prepare written thoughts 
as keepsakes. Truly an emotional activity for many of 
the participants. The Ireicho Project Co-Founders,    
Duncan Ryuken Williams, Sunyoung Lee and Ireicho           
volunteers are truly dedicated to this project and I 
thank them greatly for bringing the Ireicho to the 
SFVJACC. 
     This special event would not have been possible 
without Kyoko Oda and all of her efforts. I am truly 
thankful for her building the bridges between the 
SFVJACC and the Ireicho project.    
     I would also like to acknowledge the SFVJACC Volunteers that came together to make the impossible possible in a 
very short amount of time; Liz Doomey, Kristen Fujitaki, Diana Lau, Joy Longworth, Maleeya Mickelson, Kay Oda, Kylie  
Rosero, Nancy Takayama, and May Wood. 
     More information about the Ireicho can be found at www.ireizo.org. 

The Ireicho "Book of Names" At The SFVJACC                    By Bing Lau 

Back row (L to R): Grant, Kay, Michael 
Front row: Liz, Bing, Duncan, Sunyoung, Akane, Nancy 

Ireicho Volunteers and  
SFVJACC Board Members 

http://www.ireizo.org/
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Rising Stars Youth Leadership Program is a six-month leadership development and cultural 
education program for high school students. The Program is designed to develop leadership 
skills and cultural awareness that can be used by the students in school, in their careers and 
back in their communities. 

Participants will learn: 

• Team Dynamics — Understanding who we are and how 

to work in groups with those different from us. 

• Assertiveness — How to be assertive, not passive or   

aggressive. 

• Speak to Inspire — How to do powerful and persuasive 

public speaking. 

• Japanese American Heritage — Understanding the      

history, culture, and legacy of Japanese Americans and 
how to be actively involved in the Japanese American 
community. 

• Cultural Awareness — How Japanese values influence 

us and how we lead. 

• Networking — How to introduce ourselves to new      

people, talk with them, and develop a network. 

Program Fee: $300,  payable upon acceptance to the program.  (Actual cost of the Program is $1500 per student, but it is 
underwritten by donations and sponsorships). 
 

Location - Union Church     401 E. 3rd Street, Los Angeles, Ca 90013 
 

Date - Saturdays 8:30AM - 4PM      October 10, 2026 – April 10, 2027 
 

Now Accepting Applications for the 2026-2027 Rising Stars Youth Leadership Program. 
Applications available on their website:   www.risingstarsylp.org 

Bandō Ryū Kyō no Kai Host Its Third Annual Yukata Kai: Summer Dance Festival 

Bandō Kyōharumi (Cheryl Ikegami) and 
Bandō Kyōmisuzu (Jaymie Takeshita)  

performing “Danjuro Musume” 

Christine Inouye   
dancing to “Sa no Sa,” 
featuring special guest 

performance Marisa 

Toshi Toda          
performing          

“Kyo no Shiki” 

Bandō Kyōsaburo (Walter 
Nishinaka) performing 

“Abare Daiko” 

     Bandō Ryū Kyō no Kai would like to thank SFVJACC for allowing us to host our Third Annual Yukata Kai: Summer 
Dance Festival on June 14, 2026. This Nihon Buyo event featured classical dance numbers performed by 20 students of 

Kabuki actor Nakamura Gankyō (a.k.a Bando Hirohichirō). The Yukata Kai 
also featured special guest performances by Marisa Kosugi (Minyo Artist), 
Yamato Yasoyo and her students (Yamato Gaku group), and Katada 
Kimisen and her students (Japanese narimono). Attendees enjoyed bento 
and desserts while participating in an afternoon of Japanese dance, music, 
and culture together. 
     Kyō no Kai holds classes at SFVJACC on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays 
of each month. For more details, please contact kyo_no_kai@sfvjacc.com 
 

By Jaymie Takeshita                             Photos courtesy of Lance Hashimoto 

Instructor Bandō Hirohichirō  
performing “Atama Yama” 

file:///C:/Users/loiso/OneDrive/Documents/www.risingstarsylp.org
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• Over 16oz of choice ribeye 

• Delicious side dishes 

• Ice cream floats for dessert 
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Dementia Caregivers 
Support Group  

Sponsored by  
Little Tokyo Service Center 

All meetings are confidential.  

Group meetings are being  
done virtually. 

If you are interested in attending or want              
more info, please call Little Tokyo Service              

Center at 213-473-3030. 

"Are you a caregiver       
for someone affected      

by Alzheimer's disease    
or other dementias?  

Our non-judgmental,    
confidential group  
meets on the first      

Saturday of the month 
to share concerns, experiences and ideas. 

Learn Traditional &  
Modern Style Japanese  

Folk Dances 
(All ages welcome)  

5 PM to 6 PM 
 2nd & 4th Wednesdays 

of the month  
at the SFVJACC. 

 

  $10 per class 

 For more info &  

free trial, contact  

ChristineInouye@yahoo.com  

 

  

Want to learn more about Nikkei Senior Gardens? 
Feel free to contact us with your questions, to         
inquire about availability, or to set up a tour. Call 
the community and ask for Erica, Christian or Kris. 

www.NikkeiSeniorGardens.com 

Nikkei Senior Gardens 

(818)899-1000 

Saturday 

September 26, 2026 

3:00 PM 
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Weirdo By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara 
 

    All of us have probably been called “weirdo” in school and we may even think that of ourselves on occasion.  Even  
Oscar winning actor Leonardo DiCaprio said, “Everywhere I go, somebody is staring at me. I don't know if people are 
staring because they recognize me or because they think I'm a weirdo.”         
    The dictionary says a weirdo is a person who is odd, eccentric and unconventional. But what is considered weird and 
what is normal? It’s just an opinion of the person judging who apparently has crowned himself/herself the final judge of 
societal norms. Now that’s weird in and of itself. The sad thing about being labelled a weirdo is how insecure it makes the 
person feel. People might have really special and unique gifts that nobody understands, but since they have been put 
down because of them, they bury them deep within. So the cool things about people are never nurtured or utilized to     
their full potential. The thing that made us weird as a kid could possibly make us exceptional as an adult. Weirdness is a 
side trait of many extraordinary people. 
    I enjoy being a weirdo and my granddaughters have confirmed this many times, “Grandpa is so weird!”  This proves 
that I at least keep them entertained. Conformity is boring most of the time and it’s always the quirk, the unique or novel 
way of looking at things that stands out. There's a whole bunch of people out there who are missing out by not allowing 
themselves to be weird. “You have to be odd to be number one,” wrote Dr. Seuss. 
    We all know that our teenage years were filled with insecurities as we tried to find our place in the challenging mine-
field of school. We were nervous wrecks; dreading the mistake, the stumble, and embarrassment when the spotlight fell 
upon us in the middle of the school hallways or lunch area. We put up walls around ourselves to protect the things we 
love, to keep them hidden so that others can’t expose them or mock them just to show their cruelty. Even after high 
school, the need for approval from others doesn’t seem to subside. Everyone, both young and old, is still afraid of being 
labelled a weirdo. 
    I hung out mostly with my Japanese American friends while attending Poly High School in Sun Valley because that 
was a safe refuge. We had the same type of upbringing so nothing seemed weird between us. To illustrate this point, the 
Rafu Shimpo featured an article years ago, “you know you’re Japanese American if...”  Here are some those descriptions: 
You take off your shoes automatically when entering another JA home.  When you visit other JA homes, you give or re-
ceive a bag of fruit or vegetables. Your grandma used to crochet all your blankets, potholders and dishtowels. You have 
at least one bag of sembei in the house at all times. You have a kaki tree in the backyard. You know that Pat Morita didn't 
really speak like Mr. Miyagi. You have an air pump thermos covered with lilacs. Along with salt and pepper, you have a 
shoyu dispenser on the kitchen table.  As a kid, you ate Botan rice candy. You always use Best Foods mayonnaise with 
shoyu to dip your broccoli in. Natto: you either love it or hate it. You know the virtues of SPAM. You have a jar of takuan 
in the refrigerator. You fight fiercely for the check after dining out. As much as you want it, never ever take the last piece 
of food on a serving dish. 
    Everyone has their own food preferences, but does that make them weirdos?  We have a relative who loves bacon. 
For her birthday party, every dish including the desserts contained bacon. I imagine adherence to healthy diets would be 
easier if leafy green vegetables smelled and tasted like bacon.   
    The following are some weird food combinations I found on the internet 
that people actually enjoy. French fries and mayonnaise: In Europe this 
would not be categorized as weird because French fries with mayo are how 
they are served.  Instant ramen, peanut butter and sriracha: This makes for 
a delicious Thai peanut sauce common in Asian cooking. Bacon and     
chocolate:  Again, everything is better with bacon. Vanilla ice cream and 
soy sauce: Try a drizzle of soy sauce on vanilla ice cream for an umami 
flavor explosion. Orange juice and milk: This sounds totally gross, but it  
actually tastes like a Creamsicle bar. Spaghetti and white rice: For the 
Asians who need to eat rice with everything. 
    It’s common to feel like we don’t quite fit in or as Henry David Thoreau 
wrote in his classic novel Walden, “If a man does not keep pace with his 
companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer.”  Maybe 
we are a little weird, but that’s okay!  More than okay, that’s what Jesus 
Christ expects his followers to be -- in this world but not part of this world.  
Each of us are unique in our own ways, with all our oddities; we are exactly 
who God made us to be. We do not have to conform to a specific mold or 
follow what social media tells us what’s popular to wear, what restaurants to 
eat at, and what viral places we are to take photos of ourselves at. The 
beauty of Christ’s message is that we are loved for our differences, not 
shunned because of them. The God of the Bible is not interested in how 
well we fit in, how well we’re liked, or whether or not people think we’re    
normal. Instead, He calls us not to think the same, act the same, dress or 
speak the same as everyone else. Doesn’t this basically describe what    
today’s society calls a weirdo? 

TAIKO FOR FUN 
SUNDAY 

10 - 11 AM 
 

TAIKO PERFORMANCE CLASS 
SUNDAY 

11 AM - 12 PM 
 

SENIOR CLASS 
WEDNESDAY 

10 - 11 AM 
 

FOR INFO & REGISTRATION, 
CONTACT 

sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com 
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Japanese Dance Class at SFVJACC 
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Find the words listed in the puzzle on the left. Words are written in straight lines forwards,   
backwards, up, down and diagonally. When you find a word, circle or highlight the word.   

Aloha 

Basketball 

Beach 

Bowling 

California 

Drones 

Fireworks 

Hamburger 

Hawaii 

History 

Hula 

Las Vegas 

MilkyWay 

Musubi 

Obon 

Ohana 

Omoiyari 

Pidgin 

Ukulele 

Volunteer 

Watermelon 

Can you guess these Expressions? 

ANSWERS:   1. No one understands      2. Ready to go      3. Robin Hood 

4. Beaten black & blue       5. Too funny for words  

STAND 
 

0_2345 

 

GO  GO 

3. 

1. 2. 

4. 

5. 

FUNNY    FUNNY 
 

WORDS   WORDS 

WORDS   WORDS 

WORDS   WORDS 

WORDS   WORDS 
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9610 Haddon Avenue 
Pacoima, CA 91331 

(2 blocks east of Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
between Branford and Osborne St.)  

 

Office Phone:  

(818) 896-1676 (English) 
 

(818) 899-4115 (Japanese) 
 

Please refer to our website for more 
information:  www.crosswaysfv.org 

 

English Pastor 

Pastor Lukas Suarez 

We are doing hybrid services and are 
gathering on campus while maintain-
ing the online streaming presence on 
Sundays. 
 

9:00 am Adult Christian Education   
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For more information, email -        
info@crosswaysfv.org 

Chatsworth West  
United Methodist 
Church 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

818 341-1270 
 

E-mail: chatsworthumc@juno.com 
FAX: 818 341 1271 

 

Pastor:  Eric Iki 
Lay Leader: Mas Yamashita 

Due to the changing times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, services are  
being held on Sundays at 10 am and 
bible study on Thursdays at  10 am and 
7 pm through Zoom. 

 
 If you would like to join the     

services or bible study meetings,  
call (818) 341-1270 or email at  

chatsworthumc@juno.com 

SUNRISE JAPANESE  

FOURSQUARE CHURCH 

Join us for our worship services on            
Sundays at 10:30 am through Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?

ref=page_internal 

Church address: 
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
Valley Village, CA 91607 

 

Pastors:   
Rev. Paul Iwata 

Rev. James Iwata 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331 
818 899-4030    sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

www.sfvhbt.org 

Resident Minister: Rev. Yukari Torii 
Temple Co-Presidents: Jason Fenton 
 

Services are hybrid (in-person and Zoom). 
Please contact the temple if you wish to be 
included on the Zoom invitation list. Please 
check our website for updates. Thank you, 
and be safe and well. 

August 
  2  10:00 am  Summer service 
  9                   No service 
16,23  10:00 am  Summer service 
29    5:00 pm  DME: Summer Camp Songs 
30                   No service 
 
September 
  6  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

service 
13  10:00 am  Regular service, Dharma 

School starts, Brunch & Bingo 
20  10:00 am  Regular service 
26    3:00 pm  Piano recital 
27 10:00 am  Fall Ohigan service and  
 seminar 
 
October 
  4  10:00 am  Temple clean-up (tentative) 
11  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

and Eshinni-ko / Kakushinni-ko 
service 

18                   No service 
25  10:00 am  Pet Memorial service, DME: 

Latin Dance 
 
Your donations gratefully accepted: 

− Zelle to sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

− PayPal on sfvhbt.org or 

− Check mailed to SFVHBT (address     
      above) 

http://www.sfvhc.org
mailto:info@crosswaysfv.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sfvhbt.org
http://sfvhbt.org
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CLASSES    CLUBS    GROUPS 

Aloha Club (Card Games) ..................... Tuesday, 11 AM-3:00 PM & Friday, 12:30-3:00 PM…..….CC Office ....... 818 899-1989 
Basketball .............................................  .............................................................................  .................... athletics@sfvjacc.com 
Bowling* (Winnetka Bowl) ..................... Tuesday ........................... 9:30 AM ....................... Sandra Yamamoto .... 818 360-0450   
Chair Yoga Class .................................. Thursday .......................... 9:00-10:00 AM ............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Country Western Music* ....................... Tuesday ........................... 10:00-11:30 AM ........... Janet Schuetze ......... 818 767-1819 
Exercise Class ...................................... Tuesday ........................... 9:00-10:00AM .............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Exercise Class ...................................... Friday ............................... 10:00-11:00 AM ........... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Hawaiian Hula (Ohana Pu'uwai Nani)..... Monday ............................ 11:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Barbara Dempsey ..... 818 300-3615 
Hitomi’s Cooking Class ......................... Call for schedule ..............  .................................... NJ Nakamura ............ 818 893-6503 
Ikenobo Ikebana ................................... 2nd/4th Wednesday ......... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Mayumi Dennis  ........ 818 224-3346 
Karaoke* ............................................... 1st/3rd Thursday .............. 11:15 AM-1:00 PM ....... Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 216-6589 
Kimekomi Doll Class ............................ 2nd/4th Wednesday ........ 6:30-9:00 PM ............... Call CC Office .......... 818 899-1989  
Kyokushin Karate (Kids Class) .............. Tuesday ........................... 6:30-7:30 PM ............... Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804 
Kyokushin Karate (Adult Class)............. Tuesday ........................... 7:30-9:00 PM ............... Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804 
Kyokushin Karate (Kids & Adult) ........... Saturday .......................... 6:30-8:00 PM ............... Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804 
Line Dancing* ....................................... Thursday .......................... 10:00-11:15 AM ........... Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Meiji Ondo Group* ................................ 2nd/4th Friday .................. 7:00-9:00 PM  .............. Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 216-6589  
Movie Club ............................................ 1st Monday ...................... 12:00-3:00 PM ............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Nikkei Bowling League .......................... Friday (Winnetka Bowl) .... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... Stan Date.................. 818 701-6607 
Pickleball .............................................. Friday ............................... 1:00-4:00 PM ............... Carol Miyake ............. 818-343-8554 
Ping Pong Club ..................................... Tuesday/Thursday ........... 9:00 AM-3:00 PM ......... Aaron Sanwo ............ 661 755-0584 
Rei No Mai (Japanese Folk Dance) ...... 2nd/4th Wednesday .........5:00 PM ....................... ……….christineinouye@yahoo.com 
Senior Arts & Crafts .............................. Monday ............................10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
SFV Judo Club...................................... Mon/Wed/Fri ....................6:00-9:00 PM ............... Glen Whitesell........... 661 436-6374 
SFV Okinawan Club.............................. Tuesday ...........................3:00 PM ....................... Rumi Nakata ............. 818 590-0774  
Tai Chi Class* ....................................... Monday ............................ 9:00-10:00 AM ............. Florence Takaaze ..... 310 202-6693 
Taiko (For Fun) ..................................... Sunday………. ................. 10:00 -11:00 PM ................................ sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com                                                                                                         
Taiko (Performance Class) ................... Sunday............................. 11:00 AM-12:00 PM ........................... sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com                                                                                                         
Taiko (Senior Classes) .......................... Wednesday……………….10:00-11:00AM………………………….sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com 
Ukulele Club ......................................... Friday ...............................10:00-11:30 AM............ Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Volleyball .............................................. Sunday…..6-7:30 PM (Beginners) & 7:30-9 PM (Others)…...Kay Oda .... 818 421-5036 
 

SUPPORT GROUPS & SERVICES 

Dementia Caregivers Support Group… . 1st Saturday…………... .... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM .... ……….. Little Tokyo Service Center 
                (Online only) ........................................................................................................................................ 213 473-3030 
Blood Pressure Screening*……….. ...... 3rd Friday ......................... 10:00-11:00 AM ............... Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room 
 
 

*Meiji Senior Citizens’ Activity or Service                             For more information, call the CC at (818) 899-1989.     

COORDINATIING COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS - MEETINGS - CONTACT PERSONS 

Coordinating Council .................. 3rd Wed. 7 PM………....Liz Doomey. ..................818 429-4096 
Community Center ...................... 1st Wed. 7 PM……… . Call CC Office ..................818 899-1989 
Athletics ...................................... 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM……Dana Chow… .... athletics@sfvjacc.com  
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church….2nd Sun. 1 PM....Pastor Eric Iki ........818 341-1270 
Crossway Church ....................... 2nd Sun. 12:30 PM ..... . .......................................818 896-1676 
Nikkei Senior Gardens ................ 2nd Thurs. (even months), 7 PM…...Shin Ito ...... 818-899-1000 
SFV Bonsai Club ........................ 4th Sun. 8 AM-12 PM . ....Kazuhiko Nakanishi ... ..805 492-3439 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple……2nd Mon. 7:30 PM …….Eric Reardon............818 899-4030 
SFV JACL .................................  . 2nd Wed. 7 PM…..May Wood…… ...may.wood66@yahoo.com 
SFV Japanese Language Institute…..3rd Sat. 8:30 AM…………...Office .................818 896-8612 
………………………………………………………………………………….. .... 818 896-8612 (Office)  
SFV Judo Club ......................... ..4th Wed., 7:03 PM ...... ….Glen Whitesell .............661 436-6374  
SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club . ..1st Fri. 12:30 PM…….Toshi Toda ....... heiwa.toshi@gmail.com  
Senior Hot Meals ...................... ..Fri. 11:30 AM .............. CC Office .........................818 899-1989 
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church……………….Reverend Paul Iwata ............. .818 782-8738 
Tuna Canyon Detention Station …………………………….Kay Oda ........................818 421-5036 
Valley Japanese Community Center……2nd Mon, 7 PM  ........................... valleyjcc@gmail.com 
…………………………………….. .................................. Joy Longworth ............... 818-270-6833  

 

Want to submit an 
article for the CC 

Newsletter? 
 

Email: 
newsletter@ 
sfvjacc.com 

 
CC Deadline: 

The 1st of every  
odd month. 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CC 

August 1, 2026 

  SFVJACC Luau 
 

September 19, 2026  

  SFVJACC Steak Dinner 

October 3, 2026 

  SFVJACC Clean Up 
 

November 7, 2026  

  SFVJACC Super Bingo 

December 2, 2026 

  SFVJACC Annual General  

  Meeting 
 

January 9, 2027   

SFVJACC New Year’s Installation 

November 14, 2026 

  SFVJACC Holiday Boutique 
 

November 14, 2026 

  SFV Japanese Language  

  Curry Rice Fundraiser 
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SFVJACC Mission Statement 
 

To preserve the Japanese culture and to promote the Japanese American              

experience through education, events, and activities for our community.  

1.  Complete the information below.                                                              

2. Make check payable to “SFVJACC”.                                                          

3. Send your check and this form to:  SFVJACC  
  See Address in the upper left 
  hand corner of this page. 
 

(Please Print) 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Phone  _______________________________  

                              (Last Name)                                  (First Name) 
 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

City __________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code _________________________  
 

Email Address  ______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact _____________________________________ Phone  _______________________________________  
 

If you would like a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please check the box.    

If you do not want to be listed in future CC Membership Directories, please check the box.    

For information, please call SFVJACC at (818) 899-1989.   Fax is (818) 899-0659.   Website:  www.sfvjacc.com 



  Single Membership - $50.00 

Family Membership - $75.00 

 San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center 

2026 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(Membership Period:  January 1 to December 31, 2026) 


