
  

 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
JAPANESE AMERICAN  
COMMUNITY CENTER Website:  www.sfvjacc.com                                 

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY JAPANESE  

AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER 

Issue  40 

July/
August 
2018 

 

 SFVJACC MISSION STATEMENT 

To promote the Japanese culture and preserve the  

Japanese American experience through education,  

events and activities for our community.  

Disney VoluntEARS Paints Wall Mural At The CC          By Nancy Oda 

     Take a look around the Japanese School and you will find an explosion of colors, and stories that magically appeared 
with the Disney VoluntEARS with Haruna O. King in charge of the community service day.  At work, they are responsible for 
the creation, design and construction of Disney theme parks worldwide. Thank you to Yumi Yamazaki, chief artist for the 
meaningful images.  Levi Ponce and Brandt Marshall prepared the wall the day before with Tiauna Vasquez who definitely 
had a chance to learn from the best. 
     The wall starts with a giant peach signifying "Momotaro.ò  As you may know, Peach boy is one of the most famous      

childrenôs stories. Thereôs a yummy rice 
triangle for "Omusubi Kororinò. The mice 
are happy to get rice triangles and are 
dancing joyfully. A bright red crab is      
dancing representing ñSaru Kani Gassen.ò 
Next, ñUrashima Taroò seeks adventure 
on the back of a turtle. Unfortunately, he 
opens the mysterious box and becomes 
an old man. He promised to not open    
the box originally and was punished.          
Creative Executive, David Jue, put the 
finishing touches on the red tassels. What 
looks like bamboo tells us a rich story 
about a princess found by childless     
couple. It ends when she flies away to the 
moon wearing a feathered robe. The    
visual includes ñThe Man Who Made Old 
Trees Blossom.ò 
     Thank you to the Tokyo Disney Resort 
Imagineers and PPG Paints that donated 
all the many buckets of colorful paint. The 
event on July 14, 2018, was coordinated 
by Kiyo Watanabe and Nancy Oda.  

Thank you Disney VoluntEARS   
for the beautiful mural!   

 

Volunteer list and more pictures on page 2. 
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PRESIDENT 'S M ESSAGE          
     Someone reminded me that the next Hollywood Dodgers Las Vegas Invitational Tournament will be the 
last time that Kylieôs team, which started in Kindergarten, will play together.  It made me think of the history 
of the team, families, events together, and of course the games, so I found a few pics with the girls         
and many included their younger siblings (Andy, Jared, Scotty, & Emily), which brought back lots of fun       
memories that I had forgot about. 
     History is so important, it not only inspires us, but it also reminds us of the exciting times and events 
that form much of what we do and appreciate today.  These past few months, many of us shared times at 
Family Day and SFVHBT Obon, all of which are rich with historical moments, made possible by the many 
volunteers and those who helped build the center which we all cherish today!   

     I mention this because some great people have approached me and the board, all asking about building a book or archive 
chronicling what we can, the history of events, moments, and people of our community center.  I am not sure if any of you can 
share or donate images, with a brief description, but if so it would be a great start to what we believe could be an amazing       
project that can be shared and enjoyed by every one of all generations current and future!   
     In the coming months, please join us at the Steak Dinner on September 15th, stop by the Japanese School and enjoy the 
wonderful mural created by Tokyo Disney Resort Imagineers, and attend one of the many activities held at the center every day.  
Check the website www.sfvjacc.com for schedules and lastly remind your friends to renew their memberships in case they have 
forgotten as Super Bingo is coming soon so you do not want to miss out on the reminders and tickets.   
     Enjoy the rest of summer and thank you for all you all do! 

Danny Okazaki, SFVJACC President 

Volunteers were: 

Eddie, Kayley & Dylan Choi 
Liz & John Doomey 
David & Yuki Edminster 
Benjamin Embuido 
Sabrina Hansen 
Kelly Holliday 
Mikiko Inayama 
Hiro Izawa 
Tadashi Inayama 
Catherine A. Jean  
Daniel Jue 
Yoshiko Kawada  
Haruna King 
Karin Kojima 
Vivian Lee 
Ellie Liou 
Isabella & Kaori  Lopez 
Eri Luna 
Brandt Marshall 
Kay, Kyle & Nancy Oda 
Levi Ponce 
Ralph Rathburn 
Emily Sasaki 
Misato Sakata 
Mikako Sato Stetson  
Aya Shigenaga 
Amy Tran 
Annie Tran 
Tiauna Vasquez 
Kiyo, Asuka & Tenka Watanabe  
Charlie Watanabe  
Christopher Wilson 
Lisa Wilson 
Kentaro Yajima 
Yurica Yamaguchi 
Yumi Yamazaki 
Owen Yoshino 
Go Yoshino 

Disney VoluntEARS Paints Wall Mural At The CC - Continued from front page.       

http://www.sfvjacc.com
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

For the Months of May & June 2018 

DONATIONS TO HOT MEALS 

For the Months of May & June  2018 

Jean Ascunion ............................ 3 Packs Spam 

George & Grace Goto ................. Monetary donation 

Emiko Houk ................................ 10 lbs Steak  

Roy Imazu .................................. Ice cream cups for Friday lunch 

Dick & Pauline Kaku ................... Monetary donation In memory  
                                                     of mother Tutu  

Darrell & Eileen Kawana ............. Monetary donation In memory  
                                                 of Pauline Kaku's mother Tutu 

Lily Kumagai ............................... Cake for Friday lunch  

Michiko Kus ................................ 1 Box of plastic spoons 

May Rivera & Chiz Morita  .......... Monetary donation In memory 
                                                 of Pauline Kaku's mother Tutu  

Musashi Restaurant .................... 100 lbs Rice 

Sherri Nakamura ........................ Birthday cake for mom Dorothy  
                                                  Nakamura and assorted cookies         
                                                  for the kitchen volunteers 
Kenso Nomura ............................ Sunomono & large apple pie for  
                                                     the kitchen volunteers 
Northridge Hawaiian Civic Club .. Miscellanous kitchen supplies  

Marion Shigekuni ........................ 2 Dozen donuts for the kitchen  
                                                  volunteers    
Harris Yoneoka ........................... Drumsticks for the kitchen  
                                                     volunteers  

Thank you so much for             
your generous donations! 

Donations 

Jean Asuncion 
Penny Emmons 
Katherine Campos 
Dexter Frye 
   Matching donation 
Greg Kimura 
   United Way Charitable Contribution 
Linda Takayama 
   From the sale of her donated floral vases 
Yas and Nancy Gohata 
   In appreciation of their grandson Davis Yoshino  
   receiving the Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship  

Mary Hashiba and Family 
   In memory of Neil Hashiba 
Emmy Yamaoka 
   In memory of husband Tad Yamaoka 
George and Grace Goto 
   From the sale of their donated plants 
Yoshi and Cathy Nakano 
   From the sale of their donated vegetable plants 
Mike Anderson 

Use of Facilities 

Koso and Marian Nakagawa 
Karaoke 
Ping Pong Club 
Thursday Nite Basketball 
Tuesday Exercise Class 
Hitomi's Cooking Class 
Jan & Co 
Wednesday Nite Basketball 
SF Athletics 
Senior Arts & Crafts 
Yoga Class 
Aloha Club 
Friday Exercise Class 
Manzanar Reunion Committee 
SFV Japanese Language Institute 
Hula Wahines 
Country Western Music 
Harmonica Class 

Miscellanous 

Coffee donation 
Copier donation 
Don Akamine .......................................... 1 (3 lbs) Coffee 
Eiji and Marge Sato ....................... 1 Reams copy paper 
Smokey Sugii ......................................... 1 (3 lbs) Coffee 
Phil and Marion Shigekuni ....................... 1 (3lbs) Coffee 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Have You Seen Or Do You Have  

These Missing Pots?  

(Missing Since March 2018) 
 

¶ 40 quart Stainless Steel (relatively new - 1.5 

years) bottom of pot NSF sps-40 

¶ 32 quart Aluminum, diameter 12-13ò by 12ò high 

¶ 20 quart (?) Aluminum - unsure of the size, it 

may be 9ò high 

¶ Stainless steel, copper bottom - large diameter 

16ò by 7ò high (?) with burnt wooden handles  
 

Please return ASAP....itôs very inconvenient for Hot 
Meal to provide weekly lunches.  
 

Thank you for your cooperation.  
 

Kei Inoue, Hot Meal Coordinator 

WELCOME  

NEW MEMBERS 

Loretta Dubin 
Damian Hattori 
Ronald Lynn 

Lindy Matsuda 
Raymond Pierce 
Koyu & Keiko Shiroma 
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More pictures on next page. 

     June 9, 2018 - Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make Family Day a         
success.  A lot of hard work went into making this event fun for all ages. The Rough    
Riders and Lighting Sparks did a fine job entertaining the kids with games. This year we 
had something new for the kids - the use of Bert Corona Charter Schoolôs rock wall with 
assistant principal, Kirk Takeyama, overseeing the rock climbing.     
     This yearôs theme was ñEmergency Preparednessò. Emergency survival kits were     
available for sale.  Our guest speakers were Michael Takeshita of Los Angeles County 

Fire Department, Ken Kondo from the Office of Emergency 
Management and Nathan Wolfstein from the Volunteer  
Emergency Command Center. They were very informative 
and after their talk, raffled off emergency survival products to 
our members.   
     The hot dog lunch and ice cream bars were delicious and 
the homemade baked desserts from the Bake Sale were a special treat.  For entertainment, we 
played bingo games with new styles of the games introduced.   
     Thank you to all for your support of this family event.  Our wish is that in the event of a disaster 
you are more informed and make it through with the knowledge the speakers gave you.     
     We hope youôll join us again next year with a few, new surprises.   

By Liz Doomey 

Thank  you Stuart Matsuda for 
donating two ranch style BBQs!! 
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Thank you to the            
following for their         
generous donation to    

Family Day! 
 

Richard and Leonor Bennett 
John and Liz Doomey 
Taro and Mary Ishimoto 
Sho and Dale Kadonaga 

Joy Longworth 
Judy Matsuzaki 

Kay and Nancy Oda 
 Ping Pong Club 

 

A special thanks to Kei Inoue for 
making the awesome chili and 
coleslaw. A BIG Thank You to 
Liz Doomey for planning the 
Family Day event.   

2018 Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux 
Scholarship recipient Kylie Okazaki 
(with her parents Yumi and Danny). 

SFVJACC  
Scholarship Recipients 

Davis Yoshino, the recipient of the 
2018 Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi  

Scholarship was unable to come.   
 

An article on Davis and Kylie          
will appear in the next issue             

of the newsletter. 
 

Congratulations! 

Thank You To All The Volunteers That                 
Made Family Day A Success! 

 
 Jay Arison  
Gabriel Calvillo 
Doug Carden 
Kimi Chiba 
Sayoko Chiba 
Hana Chiba 
Kenji Couey 
John Doomey 
Melissa  Endow 
Kevin Endow 
Kamryn Endow 
Peyton Endow 
Adrian Gauthier 
Kei Inoue 
Chuck Itagaki 
Michiko Kus 

Bing Lau 
Evelyn Lau 
Diana Lau 
Wally Longworth 
Joy Longworth 
Akiko Manaka 
Evie Mitarai 
Mia Nakazawa 
Nancy Oda 
Kay Oda 
Danny Okazaki 
Tadao Okui 
Lois Okui 
Audrey Sato 
Ritsuko Shinbashi 

Ray Shinsato 
Jean Shinsato 
Denise Tanaka 
Linda Tanaka 
Kiyo Watanabe 
Asuka Watanabe 
Tenka Watanabe 
Emily Woo 
Anita Woo 
Clay Yahiro 
Janet Yamamoto 
Teddy Yamane 
Midori Yamane 
Harris Yoneoka 
Diane Yoneoka 

 

Thank You To Those Who  
Donated To The Bake Sale! 

Marion Shigekuni 
Lorraine Shimizu 
Jean Shinsato 
Stephanie Stewart 
Margaret Takimoto 
Janet Yamamoto 
Teddy Yamane 
Midori Yamane 
Ruby Yamaoka 
Diane  Yoneoka 
Megan Young 

Liz  Doomey  
Cathy Fujimoto 
Doreen Kawamoto 
Linda Kuratomi 
Michiko Kus 
Joy Longworth 
Yoshi  Matsuda 
Evie Mitarai 
Yo Monji 
Pricilla Mui 
Carolyn Sanwo 
Marge Sato 


