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     On April 29, 2020, Nancy Kyoko Oda, former president 
of San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community 
Center and president of Tuna Canyon Detention Station 
Coalition, along with Brian Kito, president of Little Tokyo 
Public Safety Association and owner of Fugetsu-do, were 
named the recipients of Japan’s Spring 2020 Decorations. 
They will both receive The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold 
and Silver Rays (Kyokujitsu-shō).  This order is awarded 
to those who have made distinguished achievements in 
international relations, promotion of Japanese culture,   
advancements in their field, development in welfare 
or preservation of the environment. 
     Nancy was chosen for her contribution to enhancing the 
social welfare of Japanese American society and for       
promoting the friendly relationship between Japan and the 
United States. 
      
     For over 40 years since 1978, Ms. Nancy Kyoko Oda 
has been an active member of the San Fernando Valley 
Japanese American Community Center, and was appoint-
ed as President from 2011-2013, recognized for her experienced leadership as a former elementary school principal for 17 
years. She has continued to serve as an officer of the Center after her term ended, and has supported the continued       
development of the Center currently serving 1000 families, and has contributed greatly to the progress of the Japan-U.S. 
relationship. 
     The Great East Japan Earthquake occurred the year that Ms. Oda became President of the San Fernando Valley       
Japanese American Community Center.  Ms. Oda mobilized the Center and its organizations and youth groups in a major 
disaster relief fundraising effort that raised $110,000 over one year. In 2016 Ms. Oda helped organize a fifth anniversary 
fundraising event to benefit  orphans in Japan. 
     As a child of the camps, Ms. Oda, a third generation Japanese American, has exhibited a strong commitment to keeping 
alive the stories of the Japanese American interment. During her college years at the University of California, Los Angeles, 
she translated “Tule Lake Stockade Diary” written by her father, Tatsuo Inouye, during World War II. In 2018, the UCLA 
Asian American Studies Center published her translation online as part of the Suyama Project. 
      In June 2013, due to persistent actions by a group of advocates led by Ms. Oda and other community leaders, the City of 
Los Angeles designated the former Tuna Canyon Detention Station a Historic Cultural Monument. Ms. Oda and the coalition 
had relentlessly sought recognition of the site where 2,000 Japanese, German, and Italian immigrants and Japanese taken 
from Peru were detained for several years during World War II.  In 2014, due to her stature in the community as a Tule Lake 
survivor and longtime leader at the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center, Ms. Oda was designated 
the first president of the Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition, a new non-profit formed to preserve the history of Tuna 
Canyon.        
     Under Ms. Oda’s leadership, the Coalition developed a traveling exhibition, which received funding through the U.S.   
National Park Service Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant, entitled “Only the Oaks Remain.”  The exhibit tells the 
story of the detainees of Tuna Canyon, through photos, diaries, letters, and interviews, and has been shown at 12 locations 
throughout the U.S. west coast. Due to Ms. Oda’s strong leadership and the publicity and advocacy efforts of the Coalition, 
in 2018 the City of Los Angeles installed street signs at the site of the former Detention Station, providing visible homage to 
a chapter of Los Angeles history that prior to the Coalition’s formation was largely unknown. 
      Motivated by a desire to teach the younger generations the history of Japanese American internment, Ms. Oda has been 
a speaker at the University of California Los Angeles, California State Universities Northridge and Long Beach, in addition to 
local high schools. 
     She was a LAUSD elementary school teacher then principal for thirty two years. She enjoyed coordinating the SFVJACL 
Suzume no Gakkou Summer Camp for many years after her retirement.  Continued on page 2. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preservation_of_the_environment
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President’s Message        
     Kindness, Caring, Sacrifice, and Dedication.  
These are all characteristics many if not all of you 
have had over the years for each other and the 
community.  I am truly thankful for the members 
who continue to make the time to try to help other 
members during these ever changing times.  The       
enthusiasm to help others, whether it is for the 

community as a whole or so different groups and organizations can 
continue to provide support and programs, has not been easy, but 
hearing that everyone is working together has been heartwarming.  
For those who have come to the Board or to myself with ways to help 
others who may not have access to updates and activities, is also 
truly amazing, as it is those caring moments that can really impact 
others. Your Board, along with many others, are continually trying to 
find ways to prepare the Center for future events and programs to 
keep members of all ages involved, active and safe, I want to take 
this time to say thank you! 
     Lastly, if you know people who may not have access to           
computers to check events and other helpful links and information for 
members, or may not have regular access to other members, please 
let me or a board member know. It will help us try to find ways to 
keep everyone updated and informed.   
 

Please stay safe and thank you. 
 

Danny Okazaki 

 

The conferment ceremony was put on hold due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Finally, after almost a year since the          
announcement of being chosen for the award, Nancy and her family were invited to the Consul General of Japan’s house 
for the presentation. 

Continued from Front Page - Nancy Oda Receives Kunsho 

L-R:  Monique Oda, Jon Oda, Kay Oda, Nancy Oda, Consul General Akira Muto, Mrs. Muto, Jennifer Usyak, Noriko Toyoda 

The Order of the Rising 
Sun is a Japanese govern-
ment honor established in 
1875 by Emperor Meiji. The 
Order was the first national          
decoration awarded by the 
Japanese Government. It is 
awarded in April each year to 
individuals from both Japan 
and abroad to those who 

have made distinguished achievements  
in international relations, promotion        
of  Japanese culture, advancements in 
their field, development in welfare or       
preservation of the environment. The 
badge features rays of sunlight from the 
rising sun. The design of the Rising Sun 
symbolizes energy as powerful as the 
rising sun in parallel with the "rising sun" 
concept of Japan ("Land of the Rising 
Sun").  
 

Nancy Oda was awarded this honor in 
March of 2020.  See her article on the 
front page. 

https://kids.kiddle.co/Japan
https://kids.kiddle.co/Emperor_Meiji
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Preservation_of_the_environment
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Use of Facilities 

Hanafuda ......................................................................  
Mah Jong ......................................................................  

 

 
 

Our thoughts and condolences go  

out to the families of — 
 

Alfred Giron 

James and Rose Higashida 

Yas Nagatoshi 

Yoshihiko "Smokey" Sugii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

For the Months of February and March 2021 

Donations 

Robert Arvizu ...............................................................  
   In memory of Gladys Romero, an active member 22 
   years ago 
Chisato Kanagi ............................................................  
   In appreciation of the CC Board and Cabinet 
Dorothy Rosero ...........................................................  
   In memory of her mother Yone Takimoto 
Lipo and Dorothy Rosero ............................................  
Hirokazu/Kazuko Kosaka & Family, Masami/Mamie 
Kosaka & Family, Alan/Sandi Kosaka & Family……….      
   In memory of their father Ryoichi Kosaka 
Al and Mitzi Kushida ....................................................  
   In appreciation of the programs provided for the JA  
   community 
Naomi Suenaka ...........................................................  
   In memory of her mother, Haruyo Suenaka 
Naomi Suenaka ...........................................................  
   Donation to the Hot Meal Program - In memory of  
   her mother, Haruyo Suenaka 
Eric, Linda and Megan Miyamoto ................................  
   In appreciation of receiving the Lily Sakaguchi  
   Thibodeaux Scholarship 
Kay and Nancy Oda ....................................................  
   For the CC 2021 New Year's Installation 
Naomi Suenaka ...........................................................  
   Ms. Phoebe Kassebaum donated In memory of  
   Haruyo Suenaka 
Kay Kami .....................................................................  
   In memory of her mother Emiko Kami 
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory ...................  
Kisui Fujimoto ..............................................................  
   In memory of JoDell Arao 
Robert Miyatake ..........................................................  
   In memory of Harumi Yamashita 
Garry Monji ..................................................................  
Facebook Fundraiser...................................................  
Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory ...................  

 

 

ALZHEIMER’S SUPPORT 
GROUP 

Sponsored by Little Tokyo Service Center 
 

frustrations,      
concerns and ideas. 

All meetings are confidential.  

Group meetings are being done virtually.  
 

If you are interested in attending or want more 

info, contact Lois Okui at lois_okui@sfvjacc.com  

 

Veteran’s           
Memorial Stone  

 

We are asking CC mem-
bers to submit names of 
deceased veterans to be 
engraved on the memorial 
stones which are located 

in the Kiyoshi Muranaga Veterans Memorial       
Garden.      
 

Qualifications for names to be engraved on the      
memorial stone:  

 Has served in any branch of the armed        

services. 

 Served at any time in war or peace. 

 Any family member must be a resident of the 

San Fernando Valley.  
 

Contact Lois Okui at lois_okui@sfvjacc.com to      
submit the veteran’s name or for more information. 

We now have a QR     
code to make donating 
easier.  Just scan the 
symbol on the left with 

your phone to go directly 
to the CC PayPal. 

Miscellanous 

Jean Afuso...... 3 Japanese dolls with 2 wooden cases 
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10th Anniversary Of the Japan Earthquake -Tsunami  
     Thank you to everyone who responded to the 10th 
Anniversary of the Great East Japan Earthquake 
known as our JET fundraising campaign. We are 
grateful that our goal was reached and exceeded—for 
a total of $20,000. 
     Your donations will help “One Coin 2000         
Supporters Projects" that supports the 1,782 children 
who lost one or both parents to the earthquake and 
tsunami in 2011. Their mission is to continue        

supporting these children until the 
youngest one who was still in the 
mother's womb on March 11, 2011    
graduates from high school in 
2030. 
     The project is named "One 
Coin" because they asked people to simply donate one coin (500 yen) to support the project.  Since 
2011 they have given 60,000 to 80,000 yen (about 700-900 USD) each to 600-1000 orphans each 
year.  As of February of 2021, 6,773 people have supported the project, and about 480 million yen (or 
about 5 million USD) have been distributed to support the orphans between 2011 and 2019. 
 

     We are grateful to Reverend Sala Sekiya of the San Fernando Hongwanji Buddhist Temple,     
Reverend Karen Murata of Chatsworth United Methodist Church, Pastor Roland Hazama of        

Crossways Church, and Pastor Paul Iwata of the SFV Japanese Foursquare Church offered prayers for the dead,      
missing, and injured during the 9.0 earthquake.   
     Our friend, Mr. Koichi Saichi, gave an update on Miyagi prefecture from Japan via Goggle Meet.  “Flowers Will Bloom 
Again” was sung by Harriet Furuya in English and Japanese.  
     All of this was possible with the expertise of Bing Lau. 
     Special thanks to EGAO led by Yoshiko Kawada for their report and generous donation. EGAO is an eight year old        
nonprofit organization and has supported           
Kumamoto, Ecuador earthquake also but main-
ly the Tohoku region during the last 7 years.  
Thanks also to SFV Taiko for opening up the 
program with their powerful performance. 
 

Sincerely,  

Nancy Oda and Kimiaki Chiba  
 

List of the Donors is on page 5 and 6. 

Harriet Furuya Rev. Paul Iwata Pastor Roland Hazama Rev. Karen Murata  Rev. Sala Sekiya  

Mr. Koichi Saichi and Keiko         Host Kimiaki Chiba Host Nancy Oda 

SFV Taiko 
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Thank You to the Following for Their Generous Donations to Orphans of Tohoku! 

Continued on page 6. 

$1,000 and up 

Fujjimoto, Akira 

Chiba, Sayoko and Kimiaki 

EGAO 

$500 - $800 

Doomey, John and Liz 

Lew, Gene and Genevieve 

NGT Controls, Inc. 

Oda, Kay and Nancy 

Takasugi, Ron 

$100 - $300 

Abe, Helen Oda 

Anonymous 

Asaoka, Mitsuru 

Chiba, Mitsuko 

Clever, Jill and Willard 

Date, Stan and Diane 

Docken, Terry and Shirley 

Evans, Stacee 

Fujimoto, Cathy 

Gohata, Nancy and Yas 

Gordon, Anne 

Goto, Grace 

Hanashiro, Robert and Deanna      

Hiji, Frank and Betty 

Ikuta, Judy and Philip 

Inoue, Bert and Kei 

Isa, Yuki 

Ishimoto, Taro and Mary 

Itagaki, Charles and Takahashi, Linda 

SFV Judo Club 

Kadonaga, Dale 

Kaku, Dick and Pauline 

Kariya, Paris 

Kita, Gregg and Kathryn 

Komoto, Jayne 

Kumagai, Ken 

Kushida, Albert and Mitzi 

Malunao, Gloria 

Matsushita, Elizabeth 

Mimura, Yoko 

Minami, Monte 

Miyagishima, Sharlene 

Moriguchi, Reiko 

Moriguchi, Robert and Akiko 

Muraoka, Victor and Lois 

Murata, Karen 

Murata, Noriko 

Muso, Yuriko 

Nakama, John 

Nakamura, Henry 

Nakamura, Morris and Susan 

$100 - $300 

Nakamura, Richard and NJ 

Niwa, Amy 

Nobuyuki, Sandra and Karl 

Noda, Cheryl and Dave 

Nonaka, Toyomi 

Oda, John 

Okamura, Arthur and Lila  

Okita, Barbara 

Okui, Tadao and Lois 

Orechwa, Doris 

Pagador, Yoko and Teodoro 

Rosero, Lipo and Dorothy 

Saito, Raymond 

Sakaguchi, Ikuyo 

Sein, Malcolm and Kazuko 

Skarmeas, Mika 

Sugii, Toshiye 

Suzukawa, JoAnn and Steve 

Takeshita, June and Bill  

Tanaka, Denise 

Tonai, Minoru and Susan 

Uyeda, Cherry 

Vale, Mieko 

Watanabe, Hisako 

Winnick, Jerold and Andrea 

Wong, Sue 

Yamada, Johnny and Katsuko 

Yano, James 

Yokomizo, Bryce and Rosie 

Yonezawa, Yoshihito and Junko 

$50 - $75 

Akune, Shuko and Pacelli, Michael 

Basurto, Rodolfo 

Delander, Suzi 

Estolas, Naomi 

FIA Insurance Services, Inc. 

Gohata, Kim 

Hamamoto, Scott 

Hashimoto, Toji and Hitomi 

Hazama, Yoshiko 

Ikeda, Michael 

Ishigo, Irene 

Ishikawa, Keiko 

Iwata, Paul 

Hollywood JCI 

Kameya, Harold 

Kanagi, Chisato and Gary 

Kasahara, Pat 

Kato, Joanne 

Kawamoto, Ray 

Kimura, Sumie 

Koyano, Karen and Duane 

$50 - $75 

Krushell, Bette 
Kurata, George 
Kus, Michiko 
Kwong, Barbara 
Lau, Michi and Aurelius 
Matsuzaki, Judy 
Miyamoto, Barbara 
Mui, Ken 
Murphy, Marian 
Muto, Eiko 
Nagata, Hiroyuki and Joyce  
Nakada, Sally and Robert  
Nakamura, Joanne 
Nicklaus, Garland and Debbie 
Nishida, Kazzy 
Nishimura, Patricia 
Oda, Fred and Gladys 
Okano, Jane 
Otake, Julie 
Sato, Eiji and Marge 
Schuetze, Jan 
Shimizu, Helen 
Shimizu, Lorraine 
Shishido, Anna 
Tanaka, Leonard and Geneva 
Tanijiri, Wesley 
Tatsumi, Kinya and Shizuye 
Tokuhara, Selma 

Tsutsui, Jean 

Watanabe, Koichi and Maria 

Yamamoto, Janet 

Yamashita, Norma Jean and Masao 

Yoneoka, Harris and Diane          

Yoshimoto, Minoru and Yukiko 

$5 - $40 

Arii, Donna 

Asao, Henry and Linda 

Bailey, John and Atsuko 

Crump, Juliane 

Daniels, Joanne and John 

Endow, Joann and Raymond 

Fuchi, Florrence 

Furuya, Ken and Harriet 

Hatakeda, Harold 

Hiura, Grace 

Imazu, Roy 

Kajiki, Dorothy and Hiroyuki 

Kajiki, Shelly 

Kimura, Akira 

Kodani, Powell and Faye 

Koga, Richard 

Kono, Hiroko 

Kuratomi, Linda 

Legaspi, Florida 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBER 
 

 

 
Christine Inouye 
Nancy Hayata 
Karl Kawakami 
David Rico 

 
 

AmazonSmile is a simple and       

automatic way for you to support  

our Center every time you shop,      

at no cost to you.  AmazonSmile 

offers the exact same low prices, 

vast selection and convenient    

shopping experience as Amazon 

and 0.5% 

AmazonSmile purchases 

will go to our Community Center. 

To register, go to 

smile.amazon.com  

Do you shop on Amazon?  

Why not shop on AmazonSmile? 

 

Virtual Cherry Blossom Tour 
Celebrating Spring 

                 DATE:   Sunday, April 18th 

                  TIME:   7:00 pm 

    TOUR GUIDE:   Kimiaki Chiba  
Please join us for a virtual Cherry Blossom tour of Japan with 

Kimiaki Chiba sharing his personal experiences. 

A Chirashi Sushi demonstration will follow, time permitting. 

RSVP by April 17th to receive Zoom link invitation 

Contact:  Linda Tanaka at lkitai@hotmail.com / (805) 527-1224 or  

Marcia Mahony at:  msmahony2@gmail.com/ (818) 669-0409 

A Zoom link will be emailed to you prior to the event 

Shinbashi, Ritsuko and Kenzo 

Shiraki, Geri 

Sussan, Yoshimi 

Taguchi, Jean 

Tajiri, Edward and Margaret 

Takaaze, Florence 

Takayoshi, Tazuko 

Takimoto, Margaret 

Tomita, Cynthia Mits 

Watanabe, Kenji and Kyoko 

Weiss, Jeanne  

Yamada, Henry and Jean 

Yamaoka, Ruby 

Continued from page 6 -  
Donations to Orphans of Tohoku 

Longworth, Joy 
Matsuda, Ikuo and Yoshiko 

Mitarai, Evelyn 

Mochinaga, Carol 

Monji, Garry and Joy 

Murakawa, Setsuko 

Nakama, Harvey and Laurel 

Nomura, Kazuko and Greg 

Ohye, Michiko 

O'Neill, Coleen 

Saito, Gary and Elaine 

Shigekuni, Phil and Marion 

Shimizu, Yukiko and Teruo  

$5 - $40 

The CC’s 60th Anniversary 

Celebration Booklet is here!  

Your copy will be in the 

mail soon. 
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     As with many things over the last year, the annual SFVJACC Athletics Pancake Breakfast could not take place. With 
the goal of raising money for the Athletics program and safely seeing our extended Community Center family, Athletics 
decided to host virtual BINGO. 
     Coach Wesley Tanijiri shared videos of some of the players telling jokes, sharing thoughts on the pandemic, and 
showing off basketball skills.  
     Bing Lau took us through four rounds of BINGO, which included a game of Blackout for a $300 jackpot. Luckily, the 
prizes were large enough to split, so no one had to dance for their winnings this time around. Congrats to Gene Lew on 
his $300 blackout win! 
     Jeanne and Jason Weiss hosted two rounds of trivia, including questions related to Community Center history, March 
Madness, and pop culture. Joyce Ezaki impressively placed in both rounds! 
     Fourteen lucky winners won $25 gift cards from the prize wheel. 
     We had more than 60 families join in on the fun. It was nice to see so many familiar faces. Between BINGO packs sold 
and donations received, Athletics raised more than $3,600.  
     Thank you to everyone who participated and donated.  

March 20, 2021        By Brenda Reitz 

Regular BINGO Duong Family  $   60.00 

Double BINGO Huang Family  $   60.00 

Outside corners (tie) Olivia Yoshizaki  $   30.00 

Outside corners (tie) Scott Anderson  $   30.00 

Outer Edger Jennifer Chan  $   60.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Christine Inouye *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Margaret Takimoto *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Joyce/Chris Harwood *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Tom Nakagiri  $   15.00 

Double BINGO The Lee Family  $   60.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Richard/Evelyn Yoshizumi  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Shirley/Terry Docken  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Huang Family *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Naoya Imanishi *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Joyce Ezaki *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Naomi Suenaka *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Duong Family  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Priscilla Mui *  $   15.00 

Regular BINGO (tie) Molly Anderson  $   15.00 

Blackout Greg Lew  $ 300.00 

* winnings donated back to Athletics - thank you!  

BINGO WINNERS 

* winnings donated back to Athletics - thank you!  

Prize 1 Gene/Genevieve Lew  $ 25.00 

Prize 2 Greg Lew  $ 25.00 

Prize 3 Jocelyn Robertshaw  $ 25.00 

Prize 4 Amy Kwon *  $ 25.00 

Prize 5 Linda Kuratomi  $ 25.00 

Prize 6 Naoya Imanishi  $ 25.00 

Prize 7 Huang Family *  $ 25.00 

Prize 8 Julie Watanabe  $ 25.00 

Prize 9 Duong Family  $ 25.00 

Prize 10 Richard/Evelyn Yoshizumi  $ 25.00 

Prize 11 Shirley/Terry Docken  $ 25.00 

Prize 12 Greg Lew  $ 25.00 

Prize 13 Renee Kim  $ 25.00 

Prize 14 NJ Nakamura  $ 25.00 

PRIZE WHEEL WINNERS 

Trivia 1st - round 1 Joyce Ezaki *  $ 50.00 

Trivia 2nd - round 1 Shirley/Terry Docken  $ 25.00 

Trivia 1st - round 2 Kellen Tanaka  $ 50.00 

Trivia 2nd - round 2 Joyce Ezaki  $ 25.00 

TRIVIA WINNERS 

* winnings donated back to Athletics - thank you!  

Thank you to the volunteers who worked to plan and execute the event.  

Susan Chung Spotter/Planning Committee 

Sally Fenton Spotter 

Sandy Hiura  Spotter/Planning Committee/Flyer Design 

Bill Inoshita Planning Committee 

Bing Lau BINGO Host 

Bona Lee Spotter 

Brenda Reitz Registration/Planning Committee 

Denise Tanaka Athletics Treasurer 

Wesley Tanijiri Videos, Planning Committee 

Jeanne/Jason Weiss Trivia Host/Prize Wheel/Planning 
Committee 

Continued on page 8. 
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- Continued on page 7. 

Thanks to all of the generous donors for supporting Athletics: 

Johnny Okuyama 
Debbie Nicklaus 
Diane Plaskow 
SFV Judo Club 
Naomi Suenaka 
Edward/Margaret Tajiri 
Florence Takaaze 
Kiki Takimoto 
Cynthia Tanaka 
Denise Tanaka 
Glenn/Cindy Tatsumi 

Anonymous  
Donna Arii 
Raymond/Jean Asuncion 
Eloisa Badua 
Kimiaki Chiba 
Jill Clever 
Stan/Diane Date 
Shirley/Terry Docken 
John/Liz Doomey  
Duong Family 
Lana Finley & Family 
Kim Gohata 

Toji/Hitomi Hashimoto 
Bill Inoshita 
Dick/Pauline Kaku 
Renee/Dai Kim 
Janet Komoto 
Henry/Janet Minami 
Reiko Moriguchi 
Marian Murphy 
Joanne Nakamura 
Nancy/Kay Oda 
Arthur/Lila Okamura 
Tadao/Lois Okui  

 

 Judo started outdoor classes last 
month.  Students are doing no-contact 

conditioning and strengthening       
exercises on Fridays and Sudays. 



9 

 

 
 

 
          

     SFVJLI’s Virtual New Year’s Get-Together on February 6 ended with great success!  It was very nice to see long-
time missed friends from our Community back. online and chatting plus sharing a toast with a beverage of their 
choice.  Fun giveaways with Wheel of Names, hosted by our PTA father, John Sunada, were not perfect but it sure 
was exciting to see so many people winning Japanese School fashion attires and other donated and handmade 
items.  SFVJLI would like to thank everyone who attended our online event. We also would like to extend our        
appreciation to those who donated prizes for the Wheel of Names. 
     SFVJLI’s Online Community Fundraiser by Panda Express was completed on March 13, 2021.  JLI would like to 
thank everyone for their support by ordering Panda Express from their different locations. We raised well over 
$1,800.00 just by eating Panda Express!  That’s a lot of Chinese Food!  Thank you so 
much!  
     Our Tokyo Central/Marukai Gift Certificates that help support Japanese School are now 
on sale. Please email sfvjli@hotmail.com or call us, SFVJLI: (818) 896-8912 or Kiyo 
Watanabe (818) 237-8540.  Please check out our website: sfvjli.com.  For direct donations, 
we have a brand new “Donate” clickable link that you may want to try.   
     If you would like to buy our nice school hoodie sweatshirt, t-shirt, and hats to show      
support and display the strength of our school and community, please call our school office 
or reach out to Kiyo Watanabe (818) 237-8540.  We are trying our best to get gift certificates 
or school attires to you by mail or by no-contact transaction. SFVJLI hopes that everyone 
stays safe and we wish to see you soon. 

San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute 
By Kiyo Watanabe, PTA President 

 
 
 

     Currently, we rely on the CC Newsletter, our bi-monthly virtual gathering and using email   
addresses to keep in contact with our members.  If you have not heard from us, please send your 
email address to me and I will add your name to the list.   

     On the second Monday of each month, we do games and other demonstrations.  On the fourth 
Monday, we play Bingo for gift card prizes.  These online get togethers start at 10:30 AM for about 
an hour and a half.  Contact Lois Okui for an invitation to log onto the event.  On April 13

th
, at 

10:30 AM, Ritsuko Shinbashi will be demostrating the art of ikebana.  Suggestions are accepted 
for future get togethers.   
     I want to encourage you to keep busy, reach out to family and friends during this time of        
isolation.  Your mental health is very important.  You should do about 15 to 30 minutes of some 
type of physical exercise daily. You can break this up into 5 minute intervals.  Walking, stretching, or free weights are 
easy to do and not expensive.   
     I welcome any comments that you would like to share. Send them to me and I will pass them along to the       
membership.  lizdoomey@yahoo.com or 818-892-7381.  

SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club News              By Liz Doomey 

Keiro Virtual Forum Events for April 

 Friday, April 2:  Scout for Trout (2:00 pm) 

 Tuesday, April 6:  Introduction to Nihon Buyo (Classical Japanese Dance - 10:30 am) 

 Thursday, April 8:  Senior Safety - Part I  

 Tuesday, April 13:  Baking with Mary Ellen Wong (10:30 am) 

 Wednesday, April 14:  Senior Safety - Part II 

 Thursday, April 15:  Community Bingo (10:30 am) 

 Tuesday, April 20:  AAPI Celebration: Arashi (J-Pop Music - 10:30 am) 

 Wednesday, April 21:  Conversation Kitchen (10:30 am) 

 Thursday, April 22:  Clothespin Trivet Craft (10:30 am) 

 Tuesday, April 27:  Vitamin D & COVID-19 with Dr. Liu (10:30 am) 

 Thursday, February 29:  Iyashi Care (10:30 am) 

mailto:sfvjli@hotmail.com
mailto:lizdoomey@yahoo.com
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 


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News From The Gardens…                

 

The majority of the NSG residents and half        
our team members were given the first dose          
of the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine on        
Wednesday, January 27th. The vaccine clinic,  
offered by CVS immunizing team, opened at 

10:00 am and residents on each 
floor were escorted by staff to  
enter the clinic site—main dining 
hall. Although a few people 
looked anxious, most of them 
were happy to receive the first 
dose of long awaited vaccine.  
Some residents were delighted to 
see friends for the first time in      
a while.  Friendly and experienced 
immunizers asked individuals 

health-related questions before administering the vaccines. After      
the vaccination was complete, each participant received a 
“VACCINATED” pin designed by Cadence and a superhero printed Nikkei fan that says “I JUST   GOT MY COVID-
19 VACCINE!! #NIKKEISTRONG”.  Residents were treated with delicious snacks and bottled water before leaving 
the dining hall.  The second COVID-19 vaccine clinic was scheduled on Wednesday, February 17th.  

By Mayumi Barr, Director of Life Enrichment 

Support the CC’s 
youth basketball  

program! 

Shop 
the CC’s 
Online 

Boutique 
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Acts of K in dness  
By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara 

     In the weeks prior to each New Year, Don and Joanne Kobayashi busily prepare their Big Island 
style takuan, traditional Japanese pickled daikon, as gifts for the seniors in the Nikkei Residents Fel-
lowship at Nikkei Senior Gardens.  In my humble opinion, theirs is the best takuan on the planet.  The 
residents are so overjoyed and grateful to receive this wonderful taste of home.  The disheartening 
news for the 2021 New Year was that the Kobayashis were not allowed to distribute their takuan to the 

residents because of the surge of coronavirus during the holidays.  Like the Kobayashis, there are many others who    
generously provide gifts and services to our precious seniors throughout the years, who were also unable to do so this 
past year because of safer at home protocols.  It is so sad that the residents could not partake of these acts of kindness 
and the love that would have brightened their day so much. 
     Acts of kindness may be simple and ordinary, but their echoes ripple endlessly as life becomes more bearable and 
beautiful when kindness abounds.  Kindness expressed itself in many forms like the gifting of a favorite snack, lending     
a sympathetic ear or a shoulder to cry upon.  It is a purposeful action in which a kind-hearted person recognizes an         
opportunity to help instead of waiting to be asked.  The Bible teaches us that “Love is patient, love is kind.”  Our society 
sometimes confuses the true meaning of love with the romantic fluff seen on TV.  True love is directed outward toward 
others, expecting nothing in return.  Love is utterly unselfish and goes against our natural inclinations to “look out for    
number one.”  Kindness is gentle, tender and desires only good for another person.  One great benefit of kindness is how 
one kind act fosters the inspiration in others to be kind as well.  Can you imagine how much better the world would be if 
everyone performed just one act of kindness each day? 
     In researching this article, I came across many true acts of kindness from ordinary people in their   
everyday lives.  Please let me retell three.  A woman remembers a family road trip to the Grand Canyon 
when she was about five years old.  Along the way, her favorite blankie flew out the window, causing her 
total devastation and loss.  When her family stopped for lunch later at a roadside grill, the distraught   
little girl sat quietly on a bench with her family as she was in no mood to eat her sandwich.  Then a       
motorcycle gang loudly pulled up at the roadside grill and one of the frightening men walked over to 
where the family was sitting.  A huge, scary man with tattoos all over his arms asked her parents, “Is that 
your blue Ford van?”  The girl’s father meekly answered it was.  The fierce man then pulled out the little 
girl’s blankie from his jacket pocket and handed it to her father.  The little girl immediately grabbed her blankie from her 
dad and then ran up to biker, hugged him as he leaned down, and then she give him her sandwich.   
     Kelly McGuire and her husband were leaving a restaurant after a Bears football game in Chicago when she spotted a 
homeless woman huddled on the street.  The woman held a sign reading “Need winter boots and warm clothes."  Kelly 
had a bag of warm clothing with her because she had worn layers, gloves and a hat for the 30 degree weather during the 
football game and took them off while she was having dinner.  After Kelly gave the woman her bag of clothing, she sat 
down next to the woman and removed her boots and presented them to the woman.  Kelly intended to walk to the        
Chicago inter-city train in her socks, but the homeless woman was so grateful that she offered Kelly her old, worn shoes 
that she had been wearing.  Kelly was so touched because this homeless woman, who had nothing, was offering her 
something out of her poverty.  Kelly wore the old shoes home that evening. 
     A son helped his elderly father ease into a booth at a restaurant for an evening meal.  The father was obviously frail 
which impaired his table skills, so food dropped and dripped down his shirt, around his plate and under the table.  Some 
of the other diners leered at the messy spectacle from their tables, while the son kept a pleasant conversation going with 
his father and paying no attention to the mess that was being made.  After their meal was completed, the son quietly and 
carefully cleaned up the errant food spills from his father’s shirt and trousers with a wet napkin and then proceeded to 
corral the mess on the table.  The same judgmental eyes darted occasionally toward the father and son in disgust.  With 
the clean-up complete, the son asked the waitress for the check, but the waitress told him that it had been taken care of 
by another patron.  The patron had asked the waitress to tell the son, “Thank you for giving us a lesson for every son and 
for every father-- hope.”  
     These stories are uplifting and much needed, but unfortunately we live in a world that seems to reveal the worst in 
people.  From social media to right in your face, people are increasingly unkind, unloving, and show less compassion for 
one another.  Some people see kindness and love as weakness, but the Bible says the opposite.  The gospel of Luke 6: 
35-36 tells us, “Love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back.  Then your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked.  Be      
merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”  Kindness involves loving everyone, not just those who treat us well, and not just 
those who are easy to love.  God shows kindness to everyone, even those who say they don’t believe in him.   
     Consider of the power of small acts of kindness.  Sometimes we may think that major blessing only come from        
performing great deeds, major acts of benevolence or innovative thinking that causes big changes.  But, over the years, 
I’ve come to realize that it’s the quiet, repetitive, daily stuff of loving one another that count.  Are you willing to go that  
extra little bit to make another’s life a tad easier?  Do you inconvenience yourself a trifle to do something nice for others?  
The person who is the recipient of your kindness may never know, but God always knows. 
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March 23, 2021  
 

PRESS RELEASE For Immediate Release  
 

Junior Biomedical Internship Program  

(LOS ANGELES) – The late Dr. Paul I. Terasaki was a dedicated and pioneering researcher in the field of organ 
transplant science who developed one of the earliest forms of personalized therapeutics. He was also a proud      
Japanese American and aspired for the community to prosper. He championed initiatives to support international 
collaboration and student exchange programs and he encouraged students to pursue STEM fields. As a result, Dr. 
Terasaki and his family established the non-profit Terasaki Nibei Foundation and enabled the founding of the       
Terasaki Institute for Biomedical Innovation (TIBI).  
     The Terasaki Nibei Foundation would like to announce that it will be partnering with TIBI to provide summer      
internships for college undergraduate students interested in biomedical research or entrepreneurship.  
     TIBI envisions a world where personalized medicine is available to all and focuses on the biggest problems in 
health to develop solutions. In addition to an interdisciplinary research team, the institute also features an in-house 
innovation team that works quickly to translate their technology to real-world application. The internship program 
aims to expose students to multiple fields of research to empower them to think creatively in their approach to      
problems and to inspire them to explore and pursue STEM career paths.  
     The Junior Biomedical Internship program offers a biomedical research track where students will have the        
opportunity to be a part of team-focused research projects and cutting-edge technology in the areas of tissue       
engineering, biomaterials, or biosensors. The program also offers an entrepreneurship track focused on biomedical 
innovation; students choosing this track will learn the technology platforms developed at TIBI and will work on impact 
assessments, market research, and business strategies.  
     The submission deadline for applications is Sunday, April 4, 2021. For more information or to apply, 
please visit nibei.terasaki.org.  
     Questions? Contact Naoko Okada, Program Coordinator at nibei@terasaki.org  
 

1018 Westwood Blvd. Los Angeles,  Contact: Program Coordinator Naoko Okada   310-479-6101  

CA 90024 USA  nibei@terasaki.org / www.nibei.terasaki.org                ex 134  
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

9610 Haddon Avenue 
Pacoima, CA 91331 

(2 blocks east of Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
between Branford and Osborne St.)  

 

Office Phone:  

818 896-1676 (English) 
 

(818) 899-4115 (Japanese) 
 

Please refer to our website for more 
information:  www.crosswaysfv.org 

 

English Department 
 

Pastor Roland Hazama 
Pastor Raynold Nakamura 

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331 
818 899-4030    sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

www.sfvhbt.org 
 

Resident Minister:  Rev. Sala Sekiya  
Temple President:  Carolyn Sanwo  

Chatsworth West  
United Methodist 
Church 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

818 341-1270 
 

E-mail: chatsworthumc@juno.com 
FAX: 818 341 1271 
 
Pastor:  Karen Murata 
Lay Leader: Jim Melichar 

Due to the Coronavirus pandemic,   
services and meetings are being 

done virtually.  Visit our website for 
more information. 

 
Join us for services Sundays at 10:00 

am through our livestream at 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/
crosswaychurchsfv/ 

Due to the changing times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, services are be-

ing held on Sundays at 10 am and bible 
study on Thursdays at  10 am and 7 pm 

through Zoom. 
 

If you would like to join the services or 
bible study meetings, call  

(818) 341-1270 or email at  
chatsworthumc@juno.com 

SUNRISE JAPANESE  
FOURSQUARE CHURCH 

Join us for our worship services on Sundays    
at 10:30 am through Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?

ref=page_internal 

Church address: 
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
Valley Village, CA 91607 

 

Pastors:   
Rev. Paul Iwata 

Rev. James Iwata 

Due to the COVID-19 situation, services 
are being held via Zoom until further     
notice. Please contact the temple if you 
wish to be included on the invitation list. 
All other temple activities have been     
cancelled or postponed until further notice. 
Please check our website for updates. 
Thank you, and be safe and well. 
 
April 
  4  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

and birth of Shakyamuni 
Buddha service and Infant 
Presentation Ceremony 

11  10:00 am  Regular service 
18  10:00 am  Regular service 
25  10:00 am  Regular service 
 
May 
  2  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

service 
  9  10:00 am  Regular service 
 Mother’s Day celebration 
16  10:00 am  Regular service 
23  10:00 am  Gotan-e: Shinran Shonin’s 

birthday 
30 10:00 am  Memorial Day service 
31  
 
Your donations gratefully accepted: 

-  PayPal on http://www.sfvhbt.org/
donate/ or 

-  check mailed to SFVHBT (address 
above) 

http://www.sfvhc.org
http://www.sfvhbt.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://www.sfvhbt.org/donate/
http://www.sfvhbt.org/donate/
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Want to reserve the 
Community  Center for 

an event? 

Call Tadao Okui at     
(818) 517-7907 or email:               
tadao_okui@sfvjacc.com  

Want to submit an     
article for the CC   

Newsletter?  

Email:  
lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 

 

CC Deadline:   
The 15th of every odd 

month. 
    

COORDINATIING COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS - MEETINGS - CONTACT PERSONS 

Coordinating Council .................3rd Wed., 7:00 PM………...Kay Oda. .............. 818 899-1989 
Community Center .....................1st Wed., 7:00 PM……...Call CC Office .......... 818 899-1989 
Athletics .....................................3rd Tues., 7:30 PM…...Margaret Takimoto ... …818 701-7628 
CC News ...................................Lois Okui…..818 892-1487 ...... Email: lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church………………….. ...................................................  
 ..................................................2nd Sun., 1:00 PM…….Rev. Karen Murata ..... 818 341-1270 
Crossway Church ......................2nd Sun., 12:30 PM .....    Jennifer Trax .......... 818 896-1676 
Nikkei Senior Gardens ...............2nd Thurs. (even months), 7 PM..Tadao Okui . 818 517-7907 
SFV Bonsai Club .......................4th Sun., 8 AM-12 PM .. Kazuhiko Nakanishi . ..805 492-3439 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple…………………………. ………………………………………… 
 ..................................................2nd Mon., 7:30 PM .......   Carolyn Sanwo ........ 818 899-4030 
SFV JACL .................................2nd Wed., 7:00 PM ...... Nancy Takayama….…818 601-6296 
SFV Japanese Language Institute…..2nd Sat., 8:30 AM…..Kiyo Watanabe…...818 237-8540 
…………………………………………………………………………………..818 896-8612 (Office)  
SFV Judo Club .......................... 4th Wed., 7:03 PM ......    Kenji Couey ............ 818 381-7232 
SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club.. 2nd Fri., 12:30 PM…….Ritsuko Shinbashi ...... 818 892-0470 
Senior Hot Meals ....................... Tues. & Fri. (no meal on 5th Tues. & 5th Fri.) . 818 899-1989 
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church ........................ Reverend Paul Iwata.... .818 782-8738 
Valley Japanese Community Center……………………………………………………………….. 
……………………………………2nd Fri., 7:30 PM ........ Joy Longworth .......... 818-896-7775   

SPECIAL CLASSES 

Arts & Crafts ................................... Monday ............................. 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Sally Hamamoto ........... 818 361-2902 
Ballroom Dance .............................. Tuesday ............................ 7:00-9:00 PM ............... Barbara Okita ............... 818 784-5128 
Bowling*, Matador Bowl .................. Thursday ........................... 9:30 AM ....................... Sam Nakata ................. 818 894-5307 
Bridge* ........................................... Monday ............................. 12:00-3:00 PM ............. Ray Shinsato ................ 818 767-5550 
Country Western Music* ................. Tuesday ............................ 10:30-11:30 AM ........... Janet Schuetze ............ 818 767-1819 
Exercise Class................................ Tuesday ............................ 9:00-10:00 AM ............. Ralph Ahn .................... 818 302-6658 
Exercise Class................................ Friday ................................ 10:00-11:00 AM ........... Phil Shigekuni .............. 818 893-1581 
Hanafuda* ...................................... Friday ................................ 1:00-3:00 PM ............... Call CC office ............... 818 899-1989 
Harmonica Class* ........................... Friday ................................ 1:00-11:30 AM ............. Call CC office ............... 818 899-1989 
Hawaiian Hula (Hula Wahines) ....... Friday ................................ 12:30-1:30 PM ............. Suzan Akamine ............ 818 367-1723 
Hitomi’s Cooking Class ................... 4th Tuesday ...................... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... NJ Nakamura ............... 818 893-6503 
Ikenobo Ikebana ............................. 2nd/4th Wednesday .......... 10:00-2:00 PM ............. Mayumi Dennis  ........... 818 224-3346 
Japanese Calligraphy ..................... 1st/3rd Thursday ............... 9:30-11:00 AM ............. Call CC office ............... 818 899-1989 
Karaoke* ........................................ 1st/3rd Thursday ............... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Janet Yamamoto .......... 818 365-8361 
Kokusei Shigin Class ...................... Tuesday (J-School) ........... 10:00-11:30 AM ........... Shigeru Kamimura........ 818 992-4673 
Line Dancing* ................................. Thursday ........................... 8:45-10:00 AM ............. Call CC Office .............. 818 899-1989 
Mandolin......................................... Friday ................................ 9:30-11:00 AM ............. Call CC Office .............. 818 899-1989 
Nikkei Bowling League ................... Friday (Winnetka Bowl) ..... 8:00-10:00 PM ............. Stan Date ..................... 818 701-6607 
Tuesday Mah-Jong* ....................... Tuesday ............................ 1:00-3:00 PM ............... Call CC office ............... 818 899-1989 
Friday Mah-Jong* ........................... Friday ................................ 1:00-3:00 PM ............... Call CC office ............... 818 899-1989 
Ondo Dancing* ............................... 2nd/4th Friday ................... 7:00-9:00 PM  .............. Janet Yamamoto .......... 818 365-8361 
Ping Pong Club .............................. Thursday/Tuesday ............ 10:00 AM-3:00 PM ....... Aaron Sanwo................ 661 755-0584 
SFV Judo Club ............................... Mon/Wed/Thurs/Fri ........... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... Kenji Couey .................. 818 381-7232 
Tai Chi Class*................................. Monday ............................. 9:00-10:00 AM ............. Florence Takaaze ........ 310 202-6693 
Taiko .............................................. Sunday.............................. 10:00 AM-2:00 PM ....... sfv.taiko@gmail.com .... 818 899-1989 
Ukulele Class ................................. Friday ................................ 9:30-11:30 AM ............. Call CC Office .............. 818 899-1989 
Yoga Class ..................................... Wednesday ....................... 10:00-11:00 AM ........... Call CC Office .............. 818 899-1989 
Zumba ............................................ Monday ............................. 7:30-8:30 PM ............... Margaret Takimoto ....... 818 701-7628 
 

YOUTH SERVICE ORGANIZATIONS 
Girl Scouts………. .......................... 3rd Saturday ..................... 2:00-4:00 PM ............... Troop Leader: Akiko Manaka  
 

SUPPORT GROUPS & SERVICES 
Alzheimer’s Support Group………. . 1st Saturday ...................... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Facilitator: Isabelle Miyata   
Blood Pressure Screening*……….. 3rd Friday .......................... 9:30-11:00 AM ............. Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room 
Podiatrist*…………………………… 2nd Saturday..................... 11:00-12:30 PM ........... Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room 
                                                                                                    (Times for the podiatrist are approximate.) 
 
 

*Meiji Senior Citizens’ Activity or Service                    For more information, call the CC at (818) 899-1989.     
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1. Complete the information below.                                                             
2. Make check payable to “SFVJACC”.                                                      
3. Send your check and this form to:  SFVJACC                                        
    12953 Branford Street  
                                                      Pacoima, CA 91331 
 

(Please Print)  

Name ____________________________________________________________ Phone  ________________________________  

                               (Last Name)                                            (First Name) 
 

Address   
 

City ___________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code  ________________________  
 

Email Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact ______________________________________________ Phone  _______________________________  

 
If you would like to receive the newsletter in digital form instead of a hard copy, please check the box.  
 

If you would like to be omitted from future CC Directories, please check the box. 
 

*  For information, please call SFVJACC at (818) 899-1989.  Fax is (818) 899-0659.   Website:  www.sfvjacc.com 

 

  

Family Membership - $60.00 

Single Membership - $40.00 

San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center 
 

2021 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(Membership Period:  January 1 to December 31, 2021) 

NOTICE:  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the CC Board is waiving                                                       
2021 membership fees to those who are current members in 2020. 


