Issue 87

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY JAPANESE
swremwcovaey | AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER | \iayisune

JAPANESE AMERICAN
COMMUNITY CENTER Website: www.sfvjacc.com 2026

Kay Kami Honored at the DTLA JACL -~ JWSSC Luncheon By Bing Lau

The annual Japanese Women's Society of Southern
California and Downtown Los Angeles Chapter JACL
Woman of the Year event was held on May 3rd at the
Quiet Cannon, in Montebello. This year, three women
(Kay Kami, Izumi Minamitani & Shigeko Yamauchi) were
honored as recipients of the award and represented
Japanese American communities in Southern Califor-
nia. Each award recipient was honored with a small
thoughtful introduction, many highlighted with levity and
personal anecdotes.

San Fernando Valley was honored to have Kay Kami
as our award winning representative. Linnae McKeever
gave a thoughtful introduction that outlined Kay’s many
contributions to the San Fernando Valley Community via her selfless volunteerism. Support for Kay could be seen and
heard through the sixty attendees show-
ing their support at the event.

“The Woman of the Year Luncheon
for Kay Kami was such a heartwarming
event. As a long time family friend, |
was so happy and proud watching
Kay being honored for her volunteer
work at the Community Center, Nikkei
Senior Gardens, and the SFV Buddhist
Temple. Never wanting to attract
attention to herself, she is truly a
deserving recipient - kind, generous,
talented, humble, and intelligent. | know
her parents and grandparents would
Past Woman of the Year honorees (rom L to R): Genevieve Lew, Kei Inouye, have been thrilled. “ - Judy Kaihara
June Kageyama, Nancy Takayama, Katsuko Kay Yamada and Liz Doomey.

Missing: Kyoko Oda, Margaret Takimoto and Ristuko Shinbashi. Photo of Kay with family & friends on page 4.




PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members and Friends,

As we move into another busy season at the SFVJACC, we have several important events
and activities coming up. We will be supporting this year’s Obon Festival, as well as hosting our
Steak Night and Super Bingo Fundraiser. These events continue to play an important role in
supporting the activities and programs of our organization while bringing our community
together.

We look forward to seeing everyone at our upcoming events and continuing the traditions and
community spirit that remain at the heart of the SFVJACC.

It is with sadness that we announce the passing of Kyoko Oda. Kyoko served as a past president and longtime
board member of the SFVJACC, dedicating many years of service and leadership to our organization and community.
Her contributions and commitment over the years will long be remembered. We extend our condolences to her
husband, Kay Oda, along with her family and loved ones.

Sincerely,

Jeremy Tsuneishi
SFVJACC Co-president

THE DIRECTOR’S VIEW

I've started and stopped writing this article several times now. With so many different points
of inspiration, my topic keeps changing. Change is the only constant.

| was recently given a picture of the 1932 San Fernando Nippon Baseball Team. In the top
row, my wife’s grandfather, then in his teens, is pictured in his uniform with a big smile. When |
look at the photo, | am amazed about how well organized they looked. | am then reflective
about how many people we have lost to time. Then upon further examination, | realize how the
picture looks and feels familiar. Maybe it's the faces, some smiling, some giving the look of “I'd
rather be playing” and others wondering what to do with their hands or if they took the picture yet. At the heart of the
photo is a team with a supportive community behind them.

Today our team pictures are basketball instead of baseball. Where we once captured the moment on film, we now
capture on digital media. Similar experiences passed down from generation to generation. Those that were once
participants in Suzume no Gakko, became counselors with kizuna and will have kids in Camp Atsumare. It is the
same but different, just like our community. New faces, names but the same heart, the same supportive community.

Bing Lau
SFVJACC Administrative Director

Meet Meagan Pham Our 2026 SFV Queen

Meagan Sueko-My Linh Pham has been selected as the SFVJACC Queen for 2026. She
will be officially introduced to our Community Center members at the SFVJACC Veteran’'s
Memorial Service on Sunday, May 24. (Pictures from the event on page 5.)

Meagan is 25 years old and graduated from Calif State Fullerton with a Bachelor of Science
in Public Health. She currently works at City of Hope as a Patient Care Assistant. Her
professional goal is to become a registered nurse, specializing in Labor and Delivery.

She has been involved at our Community Center for many years. Meagan played for the
SF Athletics basketball program for nine years, finishing with the girls Y2K team in the 12th
grade. She was awarded the SF Hoshiko Hirano Scholarship as well as the Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service
Scholarship. Her mother, Karie, has served for 15 years as the JAO rep for the SF Athletics.

Meagan'’s hobbies include playing basketball, snowboarding, photography, videography, cooking and baking.




Acknowledgements
For April - May 2026 (3/16 - 5/18)

Donations

Higaki, KUNiKo...........cooovieiiiiiecc e, $10,000.00
For repairs and improvements to the CC kitchen

Yoshizumi, EVElYN ........ccooveviiiiiiec e $3,000.00

Uramoto, TOAd.........uuuuunririnnns $1,000.22
Northrop Grumman Charitable Donation

Hollowell, Masako............cccvveeiieeeiiiciiiiieeeeeen $1,000.00

MUraoka, VICLOr ..........oovvvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeieieeveieveienes $500.00
For the Veterans Memorial Fund

OKui, Tadao and LOiS ..........ccccvvveeireeereiirieeeeenn, $500.00

Sakaguchi, IKUYO ........cccoveiiiiirie e $500.00

ZNANG, Y. it $300.00
For SFV Taiko

Yamaguchi, Pam .........cccccooiviiiiiniiiiiiiieeeen $250.00

CAF America Charitable Donation - For SF Athletics
Pancake Breakfast

Koyano, Duane and Karen ............ccccoeeeeeeeennnnns $200.00
For the Veterans Memorial Fund

Doomey, Liz and John.........cccccooevveiiiiiiee e, $200.00
For the SFVJACC Scholarship Fund

Negoro, Harvey and Isabelle...........cccccceeeeennnns $200.00
In Memory of Emi Hino

SFV Japanese Language Institute ...................... $200.00
For the SFVJACC Scholarship Fund

Docken, Terry and Shirley..........coocoviiieeiiiinnnnnns $170.00

I T O T 1 TSRS $100.00
For SFV Taiko

Miyata, FUMIKO .......ccooeiiiiiiiii e $100.00
In Memory of Ernie Lau ($50) and Don Akamine ($50)

Rising stars Youth Leadership Program.............. $100.00
Donation for use of facility

Kitahara, Cindy ...........ccoceeeiiiiiee e $75.00
CAF America Charitable Donation

Doomey, Liz and JOhN..........ccceeveeeiiic e, $50.00
In Memory of Emi Hino ($25) and Diane Yamashita
($25)

[ (o TSR $50.00

Orei for advertising their events in the newsletter

Use of Facilities

Alha ClUb ... $410.00
TaAKO ..ot $396.00
Tuesday/Thursday/Friday Exercise Class.......... $363.00
LA 33 Strings (KOt0) ....eeveviiieiiiiiieeeiiiee e $300.00
PiNG PONG ..ot $300.00
Oda, KYOKO ....ooeiiiiiieeiiiieee e $250.00
Shimoyama, Todd...........cccooiiieieiiiiiieiieeeee, $250.00
SFV Okinawan CIub .........ccccceevvviiiiee e, $200.00
Hitomi's Cooking Class..........ccocuveeeiiiiieeiiiiiieeenns $190.00
Hula.......... $168.00
Senior Arts & CraftS.......occevevvveeviieeiie e $116.00
UKulele ... $100.00
Pickle Ball .........ccocvveiiiiecec e $93.00
CouNtry MUSIC......cvvieieiiiiee e $92.00
KIMeKOMI ..., $55.00
Pickle Ball .........ccoovveiiiiecic e $44.00

Bando Ryu Kyo NO Kali........cccceeveevieriiieenieeneen, $30.00

CC Senior Meal Delivery Program Donations
Knight, Patrick ........ccooveiiiiiiiiiee e $50.00
Takeshita, HiroShi.......c..ccoovvvviieiiiiiiiieieee e $50.00

Hot Meal Program Donation
ANONYMOUS ...ooiiiiiiiieiiiiiee et $100.00
Anonymous ............. Cake and Hot Meal lunches for

everyone - In memory of Emi Hino
John and Liz Doomey ............. Birthday cake for Kei
Inoue’s birthday
Kathy Endo.................... Palmiers and Maui cookies
Grace lwamasa....... $50.00 In memory of Emi Hino
Wes and Judy Kaihara.......... 2 Bags Macha Kit Kats
Marian MUrphy ........ccccoeienneee Napkins
Barbara Nakatsu ............. 5 Dozen assorted cookies
Barbara OKita..........cccoocveveeviiineeen, Dessert Forks
Jane Sato.................. Pound cake and Cream Puffs
Ed and Margaret Tajiri................ 8 Pkgs. Chopsticks
and 1 case of mustard
SFV Judo Club ... $200.00
Jean Shinsato ......ccccoevvevvieeciie e, $100.00
SENIOR HOT MEAL MENU
June 2026

MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE
LUNCH SERVED AT 11:45 AM
NO TAKEOUTS

June 5 - Pork Dofu

June 12 - Spam Musubi
June 19 - Pork Roast
June 26 - Closed (Obon)




Kay Kami Honored at the DTLA JACL -~ JWSSC Luncheon - Continued from Front page.

Kay with family and friends.

Volleyball Ciub

Sunday Night

For all ages & skill levels
from fifth grade up.
6:00-7:30 pm 7:30-9:00 pm

(For Beginners)  (For Others)

Contact Kay Oda for
more info:
kay oda@sfvjacc.com

LET’S PLAY

FRIDAY
AFTERNOONS

If interested, contact
Carol Miyake
(818) 343-8554.




2026 MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE



SFVJACC & SFV JACL 2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

DR. SANBO SAKAGUCHI SCHOLARSHIP
For Academic Excellence

Evan Muranaka, son of Charles and Karen Muranaka, is the recipient of the Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi
Scholarship. He currently attends Chatsworth Charter High School and will serve as valedictorian.
Evan’s scholastic honors include the California Scholarship Federation, AP Scholar and Scholar
Athlete Award. At Chatsworth he played on the frosh and JV basketball team and on the varsity
golf team. At school, some clubs Evan was involved with were Best Buddies, Steam Club, ASB
Leadership and President of the Nikkei Student Union. Evan played SFVJACC basketball for the
Supersonics, was a participant in the Rising Stars Youth Leadership program and active in Jr.
YBA. He has a long list of Community Center volunteer activities; Not Your Average Basketball
Camp, PeeWee Clinic, counselor at Kizuna summer camp, Obon and Pancake Breakfast. He has
worked at his family’s farm and during the immigration raids designed and distributed a Spanish language Family Prep
plan with the United Farm Workers Union. His intended major is Sociology, Economics, Business and Labor Studies.

Alexa Nagasawa is awarded the Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship. She is the daughter of Tim and
Kristin Nagasawa. Alexa is a senior at Glendale High School. She is a member of the National
Honor Society, California Scholarship Foundation and received the AP Scholar with Recognition
Award. Alexa has been a Scholar Athlete for four years in Cross Country and Track and Lacrosse.
She is involved with numerous clubs at school. Alexa has attended SFV Japanese Language
Institute, participated in various cultural activities in Los Angeles’ Little Tokyo and enjoys
celebrating cultural holidays with family. She has chosen Film as her major when she attends the
University of Texas at Austin.

Santiago Garcia-Uriarte is selected to receive the Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship. He is the son
of Daniela Uriarte. Santiago is a senior at Granada Hills Charter High School where he was an
Academic Decathlon State Championship winner. For seven years, Santiago attended SFV
Japanese Language Institute to study Japanese language and culture. He has volunteered at the
Obon festival and at Nikkei Senior Garden. His intended major is Nuclear Engineering.

KAY KAZUKO SAKAGUCHI SCHOLARSHIP
For Visual & Performing Arts

Declan Hirota is awarded the Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi scholarship. He is the son of Eric and Nozomi
Hirota. Declan attends North Hollywood Senior High School. He played high school basketball
where he was Team Captain, Varsity Defensive Player of the year and Junior Varsity MVP. He was
a finalist in the Architecture Photography Awards competition. Extracurricular activities at school
include Architecture and Design Club, Student Council and Secretary of Asian Student Union.
Declan played on the SF SuperSonics team and served as a CBO Youth basketball referee. He has
volunteered at several Community Center events and at the Loving Church.

Asuka Watanabe, daughter of Kiyoshige and Fatima Watanabe, is the recipient of the Kay Kazuko
Sakaguchi award. She is a senior at Burbank High School where she has participated and served
as senior Captain of the school’s Unleashed Dance team. Asuka has learned Classical Japanese
dance performing in the Nisei week parade and at Community Center events. She has been
involved with the SFV Japanese Language Institute and SFVJACC events. Asuka would like to
follow her mother and pursue a nursing career.




SFVJACC & SFV JACL 2026 SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

LILY SAKAGUCHI THIBODEAUX SCHOLARSHIP
For Leadership & Service

SFV JACL FRESHMAN SCHOLARSHIP

Olivia Ortega, the daughter of Tim Ortega and Akiko Muratsu, is the recipient of the Lily Sakaguchi
Thibodeaux Scholarship and the SFV JACL Freshman Scholarship. She will graduate from
Louisville High School where she has demonstrated outstanding academic achievements and
leadership qualities. Olivia has been an active member of the school’s cross country and softball
teams and served as Captain of the cross country team. She has been a peer tutor and
participated in many clubs at the school. Olivia plans to major in Elementary Education.

LILY SAKAGUCHI THIBODEAUX SCHOLARSHIP
For Leadership & Service

Tenka Watanabe has been selected to receive the Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux Scholarship. She is a
senior at Burbank High School. She is the daughter of Kiyoshige and Fatima Watanabe. From a
very early age she has attended the SFV Japanese Language Institute (with perfect attendance)
and participated in Japanese classical dance. Tenka has volunteered at SFV Community Center
activities. Her intended major is Business.

Haruki Panjanon is awarded the Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux Scholarship. He is the son of Adrian
and Yasuko Panjanon. He is a senior at Crescenta Valley High School. Haruki plans to attend UC
Berkeley majoring in Economics and Japanese. He is a member of the Senbazuru Club at school
and volunteered at the SFV Japanese Language Institute. Currently, he is working at Hightide USA.
His positive attitude, reliability and professionalism has been praised by his employer.

DANIEL NAGASAWA SCHOLAR ATHLETE SCHOLARSHIP
For High School & College Scholar Athletes

Michaela Okuyama has been selected as the recipient of the Daniel Nagasawa Scholar Athlete
Award. She is the daughter of John and Natalia Okuyama. Michaela is currently a student at UC
Irvine majoring in Political Science and Psychology. She was a member of Yonsei 27 basketball
team and served as the Girl’s team Co-Captain. While in high school, Michaela was selected as the
Most Valuable player for Cross Country and Track. She played SFVJACC basketball for the Aloha
Girls. Michaela has volunteered at several Community Center events and at UCI, is a Sports
Coordinator intern with Tomo No Kai, a Japanese American social club.

Jamie Lac, daughter of Luc Lac and Nancy Huynh, is the recipient of the Daniel Nagasawa Scholar
Athlete Award. She will graduate from Oakwood School. Jamie played on her school’s basketball
team during high school and served as varsity Team Captain for two years. She received student
athlete awards that included League MVP, All CIF and All League. Jamie played SFVJACC
basketball with the Emeralds. She was a Girl Scout. Jamie has actively volunteered at Community
Center events. Jamie plans to attend New York University with Sports Management her intended
major.

Congratulations & Best Wishes in the Coming Years!
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SFVJACC CHILDREN'S DAY “KODOMO NO HI”

May 5" is known most commonly in the San Fernando
Valley as “Cinco De Mayo.” However, May 5" is also
celebrated in Japan as “Children’s Day” or “Kodomo No Hi".
The origins and customs associated with this holiday are
complex and span centuries. Historically, this holiday was
known as “Tango No Sekku.” A day associated with warding
off evil spirits. During the 12" century it became known as
“Boys Day.” In 1948 the holiday was officially changed to
“Children’s Day” to celebrate all children. Some traditions from
the historical holiday remain, such as the flying of “Koinbori”
carp streamers or displaying Kabuto.

The SFVJACC celebrated Children’s day on April 18" to
accommodate our calendar. The Center hosted a fun filled
afternoon of “Children’s Day” themed Arts & Crafts activities,
boutique vendors, food and games. Many of our cultural
Community Center clubs including lkenobo Ikebana, Judo,
Meiji Arts & Crafts, Ondo and Taiko were present to share
cultural activities with the kids and “kids at heart.”




Ping Pong Club

The Ping Pong Club had its third annual table tennis competition with players from the Budokan. A total of 32 players
participated, with 14 of them from the Budokan in Little Tokyo. There were some who did not play, but were there to watch
the games and cheer for the players.

Many remembered each other so their
conversations were much more relaxed
and were more friendly.

It is not easy to prepare for the event,
but every member was so helpful and
everyone participated well.

We are looking forward to having
another competition in 2027.

The grand champion,
Chiyako Suzuki




SF ATHLETICS BASKETBALL

WLA Tournament ¢ April 18 & 19, 2026

SF TANOOKIS
5th Grade Boys White Division ® 1st Place Champions

Coaches (L to R): Paul Morales, Robb Mochizuki, Mike Gort

Players (L to R): Tyler Matignas, Gio Masuda, Shun Tahara, Ren Tahara, Zack Koop, James Jenkins,
Nathan Morales, Troy Mina, Sebastian Ongsingco, Kenzo Mochizuki, Parker Gort

SF DRAGON BALLERS
8th Grade Boys Red Division ¢ 1st Place Champions

(L-R): Coach Peter Bernardo, Kian De Loyola, Mark Tam, Eli Adjei, Landon Wah,
Zachary Tam, Jaden Morales, Coach Paul Morales, Cameron Bernardo, Bennett Wong,
Nolan Morales, lan Jr. Orquiola, Coach Greg Wah
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SF ATHLETICS BASKETBALL

Sacramento Warlords Tournament « March 21 & 22, 2026

SFV TANOOKIS
5th Grade Boys Division
2nd Place

Back Row (L to R): Coach Paul

Morales, Sebastian Ongsingco,

Coach Robb Mochizuki, Coach
Mike Gort, Tyler Matignas

Middle Row (L to R): Parker

Gort, Nathan Morales, Ren

Tahara, Zack Koop, Kenzo
Mochizuki, Troy Mina

Kneeling (L to R): Shun Tahara,
Gio Masuda

FOR Tournament « March 2 & 3, 2026

SF NINJA STARS
8th Grade Girls Bronze Division ® 1st Place Champions

(L to R): Summer Ng, Lauren Okuyama, Kimiko Cribbin, Penny Bolante, Nyla Yeck, Noa Cheng
Not in picture: Zoey Ramos

CONGRATULATIONS! WAY TO GO, TEAMS!
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Cultural Content at the SFVJACC

Each year the SFVJACC is listed in the Nichi Bei's Japanese Cultural Arts Directory. In some years we've only
had a few regularly scheduled activities listed. You will be proud to know that we have increased our regularly
scheduled Japanese Cultural class offerings significantly.

Dance: Azuma Kotobuki Kai * Bando Ryu Kyo No Kai ¢ Minyo Odori ¢ “Meiji” Ondo
Arts: lkenobo lkebana ¢ Kanesaka Yukari Kai Kimekomi
Language: SFV Japanese Language Institute

Music: Ikuta Ryu Koto e lkuta Ryu Shamisen ¢ Ryukyu Minyou Kiyou-Kai Hokubei-Shibu Ishihara
Minyou KenKyu Jo Sanshin ¢ SFV Taiko

Martial Arts: Judo
Cooking: Hitomi's Cooking Class

WELCOME
NEwW MEMBERS

Josephine Klaus
Kanyarat Konsue
Ash Parrill
Susan Karhoody
Misook Kimura
Patricia Tomita
Samad Zadell
Tosh Nishimura
Tomoko Adams
Jeff Reynolds
Russ & Janet Yamaguchi
Daisy Gaitan
Stella Arrington
Irene Lum
Megan Miyamoto
Patricia Tomita
Karen Yokomizo
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San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute
By Jessica Kelly, SFVJLI PTA Secretary
San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute has had a very busy but rewarding past few months full of

community enriching activities, which will continue into the summer.

Kurimanju - On March 21st, SFVJLI held our 2026 Kurimanju sale, the biggest fundraising event of the school year. It
was truly a labor of love; over the course of the week, dozens of pounds of individual lima beans were shucked and
cooked until caramelized, the pastry rolled from scratch, and the manju baked to perfection. The hard work paid off as
SFVJLI sold 1,500 pastries to the community and earned over $2000. We wish to offer our sincerest thanks to everyone
who took home these delicious treats as all funds were returned to the school. We also wish to express our deepest
gratitude to the many JLI parents, CC members, Hot Meal volunteers, friends, and family who came out to make this
monumental task a success. We truly could not have done it without your help.

Undokai - On April 18th, SFVJLI held Undokai at Bert Corona baseball field. It was a sunny and exciting day of friendly
competition and good sportsmanship, with kids and parents alike playing, running, and cheering. While both Akagumi
(Red Team) and Shirogumi (White Team) fought fiercely, Shirogumi took home the crown this year, and a great time
was had by all involved.

Shoseian Sakura Festival - On April 19th, our Principal Kato Sensei and several JLI parents attended the Shoseian
Sakura Festival in Glendale to represent the San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute. We were able to let
attendees know about our historical institution and all of the exciting cultural events and Japanese classes we offer. It
was a beautiful Spring day filled with a sense of community and it was great to connect and share what makes our
school so special.

Yard Sale Fundraiser - On May 2nd, SFVJLI hosted our final fundraiser of the Spring 2026 semester, our Spring Yard
Sale. We would like to thank everyone who came out from the CC who donated gently used home items, books, and
clothing, as well as community members who came to browse and buy. Finally, to all of our volunteers for all their time
and effort.

Summer Classes - SFJLI is excited to announce that we will be hosting several classes this summer, with options
available for all age ranges and various Japanese language skill levels.

— For Kids Ages 4 to 11 Years old, SFVJLI will offer A Summer in Japanese! B (% H AGE

Wednesdays & Saturdays: July 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25, 29th, and August 1 & 5 from 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tuition cost for nine class sessions $405* + material fee.

— For Teens Ages 12-17, SFVJLI will offer Japan in Real Life! Eat, Sleep, Play! < 9 a3 H%.5

— Adult Kanji Classes - All Levels #¥F

— Adult Conversation Intermediate Class

— Adult Conversation Beginners Class

Saturdays July 11 through August 1, 2026 from 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM vard Sale
Tuition cost for four class sessions is $240* + material fee.

Saturdays July 11 - August 8 from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Tuition cost for five class sessions is $150* + material fee.

Saturdays July 11 - August 8 from 9 AM - 11 AM
Tuition cost for five class sessions is $150* + material fee.

Saturdays July 11 - August 8 from 11:00 AM - 1 PM
Tuition cost for five class sessions is $150* + material fee.

Students of all levels are invited to join and can do so in the school office on Saturdays with Office Manager Shinobu.
We look forward to helping more students than ever grow their Japanese language skills.

Undokai Kurimanju Shoseian Sakura Festival
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SFV AMC€1J1 SENIOR CITESNS

On March 12, there were 50

Meiji members who had a great
day at the new Hard Rock Casino
Tejon. Since it opened in Novem-
ber last year, everything was new
and clean.
Some people gained and some
lost, but nonetheless everybody
had a good time, and that is the main purpose for day
trip to casino. Our next trip to the Hard Rock Casino will
be on July 22.

On April 10, the seniors enjoyed a delicious baked
ham lunch, prepared by Kei Inoue and her kitchen crew.
Afterwards, we had the Meiji Bingo games. The lucky
winners were Lipo Rosero, Jean Fong, Evie Mitarai,
Koso Nakagawa, and Etsuko Hanamoto.

Toshi Toda

Meiji Senior Club President

NSG News

Latest news from Nikke1 Senior Gardens

Burger Day at Nikkei:

National burger day came early to NSG!

People say "nothing beats a good burger,"” and the w
smiles on the residents faces certainly proved it. There is T .
something nostalgic and satisfying about a burger grilled
to perfection.

It is the ultimate comfort food that was enjoyed by
everyone.

For the staff, it was a meaningful way to recognize all
their hard work. It was the perfect midweek boost that they
all deserved.

Written by: Kris Minami
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SEVJACC SENIOR ACTIVITIES - To register for events, contact: lizdoomey@yahoo.com or 818
-429-4096

Exercise Class - Tuesdays, 9-10 AM in the Sakaguchi Hall - Band resistance, free weights, balance
workout, some cardio, yoga balls. These exercises can be adapted to chair exercises. Thursday 9-10
AM in the Sakaguchi Hall - Chair Yoga and Fridays 10-11 AM in the Dojo - Strength exercises
stretch band, and floor exercises.

e Arts and Crafts - Mondays, 10 AM to 12 Noon in the Conference Room. Come learn different crafts from our
members. Give us a request and we will find an instructor for the new craft item. We are currently working on
Calligraphy, lei for graduation, dollar bill origami and greeting cards for Obon in June.

e Dining with the Chef - Chef John Nishio’s next cooking class will be on Sunday, May 31 from 2pm to about 4pm. He
will be demonstrating tempura 5 ways. The May Class is filled. July Class TBD. Classes are limited to 20 members.

(L to R). Shirley Docken, - Lily | \15yje Club Meets the 1st Monday of the

Nagatoshi, Dean Morikawa, June .
Kageyama, Liz Doomey, Kay Month at 12 pm in the Conference Room.

Kami, Maddy Corpuz, Michiko
Kus, Lauryn and Chisato Kanagi.
Our club meets on the first Monday
of every month at 12 noon. We
have lunch and watch a variety of
movies, selected by majority rules
voting. On May 4th we watched the
film, Zaitoichi, the blind swords-
man. In June we may watch anoth-
er from his series, a current movie
on Netflix or a selection from the
CD library. Come join us for an
enjoyable afternoon of film and
conversation.

Keiro.

Keiro’s Virtual Classes
To register for the classes below, go to
www.keiro.org/what-we-do/classes/qol-classes

e Thursday, June 18, 2026 at 2:00-3:00 pm -
Conversation Kitchen: Sata Andagi with
Brendan Hotta - Join Brendan Hotta, for an
interactive cooking class and conversation
focusing on a classic Okinawan treat: sata
andagi. These golden, crispy donuts are a
beloved staple at festivals and celebrations
everywhere. Learn how Okinawan culture is
passed down and celebrated through its food.

e Thursday, June 25, 2026 at 2:00-3:00 pm -
The Sweet Legacy of Fugetsu-Do with Bri-
an Kito - If you're familiar with mochi and
manju, you most likely know about Fugestu-
Do. But are you familiar with the family be-
hind this community staple? Learn from the
“master manju confectioner”, Brian Kito, and
his family’s legacy business that has served
the community since 1903. Hear more about
the sweets you love and the people making
them in this interactive class.
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San Fernando Athletics Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser
Brings Community Together

On March 14, families, friends, and supporters gathered at SFVJACC for the San Fernando Athletics Youth
Basketball Organization’s annual Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser — the organization’s most important fundraiser of
the year.

The event was a tremendous success, helping raise funds that directly invest in our youth’s future while also
celebrating and promoting Japanese culture within our community.

Players, parents, coaches, and volunteers worked together throughout the morning, creating a fun and welcoming
atmosphere for everyone who attended. The youth athletes learned valuable lessons in teamwork, responsibility,
and community service as they helped serve guests and support the event. It was wonderful to see the kids having
fun while building stronger connections with one another.

The fundraiser also brought families and community members together, strengthening friendships and creating
new bonds among parent volunteers who dedicated their time and effort
to making the event possible. With over 200 volunteers contributing to
the event, the Pancake Breakfast truly showcased the strength and
spirit of the San Fernando Athletics community.

We would also like to recognize the teams that helped lead this
year's Pancake Breakfast Committee:

e 6G Boys: Raptors & Samurai Squad

® 6G Girls: Storm

® 5G Boys: Tanookis & Aces

A special congratulations goes out to our raffle winners:
® 1st Prize — Kay Kami

e 2nd Prize — David Fujioka

e 3rd Prize — Asako Giegoldt

Thank you to everyone who attended, volunteered, donated, and
supported the Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser. Your generosity and
community spirit continue to make a lasting impact on the San

Fernando Athletics family and the future of our youth.




San Fernando Athletics Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser

Open to all ages and all levels: from curious begin-
ners to seasoned dancers. Discover the beauty of
Japanese tradition through graceful movement,
music, and storytelling. Whether you're interested in
learning for performance, cultural appreciation, or
personal enrichment, there’s a place for you here!

e In-person classes - Kimono and cultural etiquette
introduced.

o Learn iconic dances from kabuki theater, seasonal
pieces, and more!

e Place: San Fernando Valley Japanese American
Community Center.

o Time: Every 2nd and 4th Wednesday from 3 pm.

e Pricing: Children 12 and under - $15 per lesson (30
minutes) * Adults 13 and older—$20 per lesson
(30 minutes)

¢ (Must be SFVJACC Member)

For more information or to register, contact
kyo_no_kai@sfvjacc.com
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2026 NIKKEI BOWLING REUNION
A Joyous Gathering at the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center
By: Nikki Mitchell ~ May 9, 2026

On a radiant, sun-filled day, members of the Nikkei bowling community—including enthusiasts, veteran players,
and esteemed retirees—assembled for a lively luncheon in Sakaguchi Hall at the San Fernando Valley Japanese
American Community Center. The atmosphere was teeming with excitement as attendees enjoyed a diverse feast
featuring Hawaiian bread, maze-gohan, soba, musubi, various sweets, and even pizza!

The gathering was a lively opportunity for veteran players and long-time friends to reconnect and share updates
on their enduring journey with the game. While retirees reminisced about past glories and hinted at a possible return
to the lanes, active bowlers discussed the sport's modern expansion and debated the emergence of string bowling.
Throughout the event, guests exchanged legendary stories of 300-games and admired memorabilia documenting
historic championships and team spirit. More than just a meal, the day was a profound celebration of shared
heritage, athletic passion, and enduring friendship.

Want to learn more about Nikkei Senior Gardens?
Feel free to contact us with your questions, to
inquire about availability, or to set up a tour. Call
the community and ask for Erica, Christian or Kris.

Nikkei Senior Gardens
(818)899-1000

www.NikkeiSeniorGardens.com
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Potential By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara

Akari had not been back to the Valley since she left for college and then spent the next forty years living on the East
Coast. She took this opportunity to head to the Obon at the Community Center which she always looked forward to
attending as a kid. Upon arrival, the sights, sounds, and aromas brought back happy memories of growing up at the CC.
She could envision her younger self running between the crowd and the booths with her friends, yelping with laughter.
Childhood memories make us smile no matter what's going on in our lives right now. These recollections also made her
heart keenly aware of the passage of time. All the struggles and responsibilities of adulthood, the gains and the losses,
made her reminisce about the high hopes and things she was going to accomplish when she left the Valley as a teenager.

Akari eventually located a metal folding chair to watch the Obon dancers while shielding her eyes from the low sun.
She observed a group of noisy teenagers in the middle circle, fully displaying the power of their youth and newfound free-
dom. A boy placed his arm haphazardly around a girl's shoulder. Both are beautiful in their youthful prime, strong and
nimble. The girl is gorgeous, slender and exposing a little too much skin for an Obon festival. The boy’s face wears a con-
fident smirk that broadcasts that he’s totally cool and a heartbreaker as well. He has the power and strength to do any-
thing and there’s no one to stop him. Both are at the pinnacle of their potential; a time when dreams are made and used
and wasted.

The girl breaks free from the clumsy embrace and pushes the boy away. Her friends laugh and taunt her as the boy
smugly struts aside. Her lips form a smile but the smile doesn’t reach her eyes. There's a tinge of fear in her eyes as she
realizes that her reaction doesn’t go with the group mentality which permits all things in the name of having a good time.

From her seat, Akari recognizes that momentary fear in the girl's eyes and remembers the underlying need to fit in. She
was once like that. As a slight summer breeze wafts over the CC parking lot bringing with it the smoky scent of grilled
teriyaki beef, a lock of Akari's hair falls onto her cheek. The tress is interspersed with grey, a little stiffer than her youthful
mane, but beautiful nonetheless. She moves the wayward lock out of the way and notices the skin on the back of her
hand is not taut as it used to be and all those darn age spots that mark a life lived. She is also aware of the absent gold
ring that her ex-husband had placed on her hand and all the things they were going to do in their new life together.
Potential used and wasted.

After the first round of the Obon dances were over, Akari decides to check out the other booths and displays, but her
legs had trouble cooperating. That happens when she sits too long. There were other aches and pains that have crept
into her body over time. Her waist is no longer slim like the teenage girl and her bottom was broader. She takes blood
pressure medication and a “happy pill” to ward off depression. But through all the trials and troubles of adulthood, she still
managed to soak in a million stars, taste midnights, and listen to falling snow. She has gained wisdom, much of it through
hard lessons and tearful nights. On her drive back to her hotel room, Akari lamented over the loss of all that potential and
wondered if she chose the right path?

Growing old isn't for sissies. Adults have to work to pay the bills, figure out things for themselves, get to appointments
on time, use dental floss properly, fill out forms, charge their phones, take
their medications, and remember to sign the kids up for swimming lessons.
The sad thing is when we look around at our workplace or at social
gatherings, we may get the feeling that everyone else seems to know
exactly what they're doing. We're the only ones who have to pretend that we
have it all together. Everyone else can afford stuff and are on top of all the
other stuff. Everyone else's children can swim. Maybe that’s all adults really
are, just big kids with responsibility and a lot of practice in looking like
they’re not messing up.

Did anyone really live up to the potential they had in high school or do
most of us just want to pass “GO” and collect our 401k and adult diapers?
Our true calling is so much deeper than our career, family and the bench-
marks of success. The Prophet Micah wrote in verse 6:8, “He has showed
you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” The way to fully
use our potential is not by working harder, making more money or doing
more stuff. What we need is a change of heart, one that has a sense of right
and wrong that protects the helpless and the innocent, a heart that shows
loving kindness to all our neighbors, and a heart that is in reverent awe of
God. This lesson is as important today as it was millenniums ago. The
response of a godly heart is outward (act justly), inward (love mercy), and
upward (walk humbly). Living up to all the rules and expectations of society
have little value compared to a humble heart that simply does what is right
in God’s eyes. Potential has a shelf life, use it wisely.
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ATSUMARE
BASEBALL
BONODORI
BOWLING
COMMUNITY
DOUGHBALL
GUAVA
HIKOBOSHI
HOSHIMATSURI
LUAU
MEMORIAL
OBON

ORANGE
ORIHIME
PINEAPPLE
REUNION

STAR FESTIVAL
TANABATA
TANZAKU

WORD SEARCH

Find the words listed

in the puzzle on the left. Words are written in straight lines forwards,

backwards, up, down and diagonally. When you find a word, circle or highlight the word.

Brafin Teasers

Can you guess these Beatles songs?

2.

NOA SaA0T 9yS ‘b

9A0T S| PO3N NOA |IV '€

9A07 3N Ang j.ueD ' puUBH INOA PIOH OL JUeM | 'L SHIMSNV
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YT rr o FARLANS

SAN FERNANDO VALLEY
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331
818 899-4030 sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org
www.sfvhbt.org

Resident Minister: Rev. Yukari Torii
Temple Co-Presidents: Jason Fenton

Services are hybrid (in-person and Zoom).
Please contact the temple if you wish to be
included on the Zoom invitation list. Please
check our website for updates. Thank you,
and be safe and well.

June
7 10:00 am Shotsuki monthly memorial
service
14 10:00 am Father’'s Day and Graduation

service; DME: Dodgers Watch

Party
21 10:00 am Regular service

OBON FESTIVAL 2026
Sat. June 27 4:30 pm - 10 pm
Sun. June 28 4:30 pm - 9 pm

July
5 10:00 am Summer service
12 10:00 am July-August Shotsuki monthly

memorial and Obon/Hatsubon

service
19, 26 10:00 am Summer service

August
2,9, 16, 23 10:00 am Summer service
30 No service

Your donations gratefully accepted:
- Zelle to sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org
- PayPal on sfvhbt.org or
- check to “San Fernando Valley
Hongwaniji Buddhist Temple” (address
above)

9610 Haddon Avenue
Pacoima, CA 91331
(2 blocks east of Laurel Canyon Blvd.
between Branford and Osborne St.)

Office Phone:
(818) 896-1676 (English)
(818) 899-4115 (Japanese)

Please refer to our website for more
information: www.crosswaysfv.org

English Pastor
Pastor Lukas Suarez

Japanese Pastor
Pastor In Hyun

We are doing hybrid services and are
gathering on campus while maintain-
ing the online streaming presence on
Sundays.

9:00 am  Adult Christian Education
10:00 am Worship Service
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship

For more information, email -
info@crosswaysfv.org

Chatsworth West
United Methodist
Church

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors

10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd.
Chatsworth, CA 91311
818 341-1270

E-mail: chatsworthumc@juno.com
FAX: 818 341 1271

Pastor: Eric Iki
Lay Leader: Mas Yamashita

Due to the changing times of the
COVID-19 pandemic, services are
being held on Sundays at 10 am and
bible study on Thursdays at 10 am and
7 pm through Zoom.

If you would like to join the
services or bible study meetings,
call (818) 341-1270 or email at
chatsworthumc@juno.com

SUNRISE JAPANESE
FOURSQUARE CHURCH

Church address:
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd.
Valley Village, CA 91607

Pastors:
Rev. Paul lwata
Rev. James Iwata

Join us for our worship services on
Sundays at 10:30 am through Facebook at

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?
ref=page_internal
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COORDINATIING COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS - MEETINGS - CONTACT PERSONS

Coordinating Council................... 3rd Wed. 7 PM............ Liz Doomey. ............... 818 429-4096
Community Center...................... 1st Wed. 7 PM......... Call CC Office ................ 818 899-1989 .
ALhletiCS....c.vvereeeeeee e, 3rd Tues. 7:30 PM......Dana Chow....athletics@sfvjacc.com Want to submit an
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church....2nd Sun. 1 PM....Pastor Eric Iki.... 818 341-1270 article for the CC
Crossway Church..........cccccceene. 2nd Sun. 12:30 PM ... v 818 896-1676 Newsletter?
Nikkei Senior Gardens................. 2nd Thurs. (even months), 7 PM...Shin Ito......818-899-1000
SFV Bonsai Club...........ccccceees 4th Sun. 8 AM-12 PM .Kazuhiko Nakanishi.....805 492-3439 Email:
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple...... 2nd Mon. 7:30 PM ...... Eric Reardon......... 818 899-4030 letter@sfvi
SFV JACL oo .2nd Wed. 7 PM.....May Wood...... may.wood66@yahoo.com newsletter@stvjacc.com
SFV Japanese Language Institute.....3rd Sat. 8:30 AM............ Office ...cccvvveennn. 818 896-8612 CC Deadline:
............................................................................................... 818 896-8612 (Office) :
SFV Judo CIUb ... 4th Wed., 7:03 PM.......... Glen Whitesell .......... 661 436-6374 The 1st of every odd
SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club . ..1st Fri. 12:30 PM.....Toshi Toda...... heiwa.toshi@gmail.com month.
Senior Hot Meals...........cccceeeee .. Fri. 11:30 AM............... CC Office.....ccccevvuneenns 818 899-1989
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church ........................ Reverend Paul lwata ......818 782-8738
Tuna Canyon Detention Station .............ccccoeveviiiiinenennen. Kay Oda................. 818 421-5036
Valley Japanese Community Center...... 2nd Mon, 7 PM......cccoviieeeen valleyjcc@gmail.com
.............................................................................. Joy Longworth ........... 818-270-6833
CLASSES * CLUBS * GROUPS
Aloha Club (Card Games) ..........ccceevn. Tuesday, 11 AM-3:00 PM & Friday, 12:30-3:00 PM......... CC Office........ 818 899-1989
(21 1 0T | T athletics@sfvjacc.com
Bowling* (Winnetka Bowl) ................... Tuesday.........cccceeeeeeeeennn. 930 AM ...covviiviieiiiee Sandra Yamamoto ....818 360-0450
Chair Yoga Class.......cccccovvvveerireeeeninee. Thursday .......ccccoeveeiieeen. 9:00-10:00 AM............... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381
Country Western Music*............ccceeenee. Tuesday.......cccovvvveenirnnnen. 10:00-11:30 AM ............ Janet Schuetze.......... 818 767-1819
Exercise Classes........ccccoveveiriveeennnnen. Tuesday, 9:00-10:00 AM & Friday, 10:00-11:00 AM...... Liz Doomey........ 818 892-7381
Hawaiian Hula (Ohana Pu'uwai Nani).....Monday................ccccvvveen.. 11:00 AM-12:00 PM......Barbara Dempsey .....818 300-3615
Hitomi's Cooking Class.............cccvveeee... Call for schedule.............. 7:00-9:00 PM................. NJ Nakamura ............ 818 893-6503
Ikenobo lkebana.........ccccceevcviiieieeennnns 2nd/4th Wednesday ........ 10:00 AM-12:00 PM......Mayumi Dennis ......... 818 224-3346
Karaoke*........ccccccoevvvveeeiee e 1st/3rd Thursday ............. 11:15 AM-1:00 PM........ Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 216-6589
Kimekomi Doll Class.......ccccceoeiinviineen. 2nd/4th Wednesday ....... 6:30-9:00 PM............... Call CC Office. .......... 818 899-1989
Kyokushin Karate ............cccceevvvveeennnnnnn. Tuesday (Kids Class) ...... 6:30-7:30 PM................ Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804
Tuesday (Adult Class)..... 7:30-9:00 PM................. Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804
Saturday (Kids & Adults) . 6:30-8:00 PM................ Taku Nakasaka ......... 213 923-3804
Line DanCing* ........ccccovvevniveeenninee e Thursday .......ccccceveevieeen. 10:00-11:15 AM............. Call CC Office............ 818 899-1989
Meiji Ondo Group*........cccceveeevrvereenninnne. 2nd/4th Friday ................. 7:00-9:00 PM ............... Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 216-6589
Movie Club.........ccooveiiiiiieee e 1st Monday..........cccvvveen.. 12:00-3:00 PM............... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381
Nikkei Bowling League .............cccvvee..... Friday (Winnetka Bowl) ... 7:00-9:00 PM................ Stan Date .................. 818 701-6607
Pickleball ...........coovviiiiiiieeeeeee e Friday ....ccooovveeeeiiiiiieeenn. 1:00-4:00 PM................ Carol Miyake ............. 818-343-8554
Ping Pong Club........cccocevveiiiiiiiieeeen Tuesday/Thursday........... 9:00 AM-3:00 PM.......... Aaron Sanwo............. 661 755-0584
Rei No Mai (Japanese Folk Dance)....... 2nd/4th Wednesday ........ 500 PM .o e christineinouye@yahoo.com
Senior Arts & CraftS.......cocvveeviiieeennnen. Monday.........ccoveeriieneenns 10:00 AM-12:00 PM......Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381
SFV Judo CIub ..cooeeeeeiieeeee Mon/Wed/Fri.........ccuue.... 6:00-9:00 PM................. Glen Whitesell ........... 661 436-6374
SFV Okinawan Club ...........cccccovviieennne Tuesday.......cccoovvveeriinnnen. 300 PM..cooeiiiiiiee Rumi Nakata.............. 818 590-0774
Tai Chi Class*......c.cveeviiiieiiieee e Monday.........ccoeveeriieneenns 9:00-10:00 AM............... Florence Takaaze......310 202-6693
TaAIKO ... Sunday...... 10:00 -11:00 PM (For Fun) & 11:00 AM-12:00 PM (Performance Class)....
...................................................................................................................................................... sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com
Taiko (Senior Classes) .......cccccevvvvveeennne. Wednesday................... 10:00-11:00AM......oiiiiiii e, sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com
Ukulele Club .......coovcveiiiee e, Friday ....ccocoveevininiienne 10:00-11:30 AM............. Call CC Office............ 818 899-1989
Volleyball ... Sunday.....6-7:30 PM (Beginners) & 7:30-9 PM (Others)....Kay Oda....... 818 421-5036
SUPPORT GROUPS & SERVICES
Dementia Caregivers Support Group....1st Saturday.................. 10:00 AM-12:00 PM.................. Little Tokyo Service Center
(Online only) 213 473-3030
Blood Pressure Screening*.................. 3rd Friday .....coeeevvinnn o 10:00-11:00 AM................ Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room
*Meiji Senior Citizens’ Activity or Service For more information, call the CC at (818) 899-1989.
UPCOMING EVENTS AT THE CC
June 6, 2026 June 15-19, 2026 July 12,19, 26 & August 2, 2026  October 3, 2026
SFV Japanese Language Camp Atsumare SF Athletics Pee Wee Clinic SFVJACC Clean Up
Institute Reading Contest  jyne 27 & 28, 2026 August 1, 2026 November 7, 2026
June 14, 2026 SFV Hongwaniji Buddhist SFVJACC Luau SFVJACC Super Bingo
Bando Ryu no Kai . Temple Obon September 19, 2026 November 14, 2026
3rd Annual - Yukata Kai SFVJACC Steak Dinner SFVJACC Holiday Boutique
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Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage
SAN FERNANDO VALLEY JAPANESE PA|D
AMERICAN COMMUNITY CENTER
12953 Branford Street, Pacoima 91331 -
818 899-1989 Fax 818 899-0659 Permit No. 21

Van Nuys, California

SEVJACC Mission Statement

To preserve the Japanese culture and to promote the Japanese American
experience through education, events, and activities for our community.

San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center

2026 MEMBERSHIP FORM

(Membership Period: January 1to December 31, 2026)

1. Completetheinformation below. O Family Membership - $75.00
2. Make check payableto“ SFVJACC”.
3. Send your check and thisform to: SFVJACC O SingleMembership - $50.00

See Addressin the upper left
hand corner of thispage.

(Please Print)
Name Phone
(Last Name) (First Name)
Address
City State Zip Code

Email Address

Emergency Contact Phone

If you would like a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please check thebox. [
If you do not want to belisted in future CC Member ship Directories, please check thebox. [
For information, please call SFVJACC at (818) 899-1989. Fax is(818) 899-0659. Website: www.sfvjacc.com



