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May 18, 2019 - We had a great turn out for family day this year. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make this a          
memorable event.  The theme we had in mind when planning this year was physical fitness.  Our goal was to keep the kids active 
with a variety of activities.  The SF Athletics Dominators, Tigers and Warriors had cornhole and ring toss games going the entire 
event in the courtyard.  They also organized a water balloon toss and basketball shooting competitions to add to the excitementé
a 3-point contest for the older kids and free throw contest for the younger ones.  All the kids were excited to win lots of prizes. It 
looked like the water guns were the most popular though. The kids kept the event going strong 
with water guns even after all the activities were completed. Japanese School added even more 
fun with watermelon wari and tsunahiki-tug of war.  Many kids also tested their strength at the 
rock wall provided by the Bert Corona Charter School. Bing, Jaclyn and Jordyn kept the           
attendees in the hall entertained with a few games of bingo.  The event finished with raffle prizes 
and pinatas for the kids. 
     For lunch we enjoyed freshly barbequed burgers and hot dogs by Kay, Kiyo, Kimi, Jeremy and 
Doug.  Kei made delicious homemade chili. There was also rice, coleslaw and chips. Volunteers 
from JACL served the food, keeping the line moving efficiently.  John D, Jon P., Clay and Harris 
ensured that the food and supplies were replenished throughout food service. After lunch, the Girl 

Scouts passed out popsicles using an ice cream cart provided by 
Pico Ice Cream. 
     At 1:00 pm, the SFVJACC Scholarship recipients, Skye Kita, 
Tre Lau, Kelli Ogimachi and Allison Yamada were introduced and 
presented with their awards. Congratulations to these outstanding 
students! 
     A big THANK YOU to everyone who helped!  SFVJLI, SFV 
JACL, SF Athletics (Dominators, Tigers and Warriors) and Kirk 
Takayama from Bert Corona Charter School. 
     Thank you also to all those who supported our raffle fundrais-
er! We raised $7,234 which will go towards the exterior  painting 
of all the CC buidings. The top raffle winners were Cecelia A. 
Furukawa (First Prize of $500 plus Second Prize of $300) and 
May Wood (Third Prize of $200). 

By Tiffany Pearlstein 

SFVJACC MISSION STATEMENT 

To promote the Japanese culture 

and preserve the Japanese        

American experience through      

education, events and activities   

for our community.  

Water guns are 
always a big hit. 

The greeting  
committee 

Acknowledgements  
on page 4. 

 

Scholarship Recipientsô 
Bios on page 5. 

Many braved    
the Rock  

Wall Challenge 

The ever popular ice  
cream cart. 
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     I would like to thank the CC Board of Directors for their leadership and vision to benefit all members. 
We have been tackling important policy questions like club guidelines and rental policy by going over the 
details. We do not rubber stamp anything. They are working hard for you. For example, Akiko Manaka 
brought Girl Scouts to the Center with a cultural twist. New board member, Tiffany Pearlstein, successfully 
planned our annual Family Day held on May 18 with inter-generational fun activities. Memorial Day chair, 
Liz Doomey, planned a traditional day with a dinner to honor our veterans. Tadao and Lois prepare the 
newsletter, mail them, and are in charge of Super Bingo. Bing Lau, Nancy Oda, Jeremy Tsuneishi, and 

Kiyo Watanabe are working on safety, maintenance, technology, interviewing personnel and seeking future programs to promote 
the Japanese culture. Treasurer Denise Tanaka keeps our bills paid on time and provides important data when requested. Our 
board represents all ages and organizations. 
     Last month, we said, ñFarewell and thank you to Kaori Hall.ò During that time, I sat in her place taking in calls. Fortunately       
I was able to contact the Little Tokyo Service Center (LTSC) for help several times. Itôs an amazing resource for our               
community.  I came away with an appreciation for them, and all of you. Happily, today we introduce Christine Inouye who will be 
the new bilingual administrative assistant on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Welcome! 
     This month, we received a check for $109,688.00 from the Nikkei Senior Gardens surplus cash. Many of us chose to stay 
home but if youôre looking for assisted living, Michael Motoyasu will gladly give you and your family a tour. 
     Finally, we want to thank our Nisei Week Queen candidate, Ariel Imamoto, for representing us. Good Luck and have fun! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Kay Oda 
SFVJACC President 
  

P ô  M         

 

Ǹ!U-TIJǰ!
DǬUǡU 

Looking for original    
art for the CCôs       
60th Anniversary         

T-shirt  
 

Requirement:  
Memorial Hall Building (gym) 

1959-2019 
 

Camera ready  

Submit by July 29 via email 
to nancyoda64@gmail.com 

Prize: $50 

Gym is space for basketball,  
judo, volleyball, ping pong,                 
bonsai, and talent show. 

 

Contestants: Any age 

 

CC Would Like To Start  

Boy Scout Troop 
 

     If  you are interested in a 
Boy Scout experience for 
your child, the CC would like 

to  explore forming such a group.  
 

     In 1958, veteran Frank Tanaka started      
Troop 104 that helped hundreds of young        
boys become leaders in their communities.     
Many earned the rank of Eagle Scout.   
 

     Today, we have a Girl Scout troop but              
no program for the boys.  If you want this         
type of opportunity for your youngster,           
please write to contact@sfvjacc.com 

mailto:nancyoda64@gmail.com
mailto:contact@sfvjacc.com
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

For the Months of March & April 2019 

DONATIONS TO HOT MEALS 

For the Months of March & April 2019 

Anonymous ................................... Monetary donation 
Ray and Jean Shinsato ................. Monetary donation 
Hisako Hazard .............................. 25 lbs bag of Rice 
Gene Lew ..................................... 6 Small handcrafted wooden  
                                                       cutting boards 
Musashi Restaurant ...................... 200 lbs of Rice, 4 pgks of  
                                                       chopsticks, 2 lg bottles of  oil 
Eiko Muto ...................................... Ono oranges 
Toni Sakaguchi ............................. Assorted multiple Kikkomon   
                                                    products 
Janet Schuetze ............................. Monetary donation   In memory of  
              husband Gene Schuetze 
Janet Schuetze ............................. Monetary donation  In honor of     
                                                     Kei Inoue's CC Appreciation  
                                                     Award 
Naomi Suenaka ............................ Large SS bowl and wooden  
                                                   sushi container 
Robert and Linda Takayama ........ 3 Boxes of asparagus 
Leonard and Geneva Tanaka ....... Monetary donation 
Sylvia Yamashita .......................... Easter candy for kitchen  
                                                   volunteers 
John Tanaka ................................. Sushi Ginger   

Donations 

SFV Meiji Senior Club 
   Yearend donation 
Todd Uramoto 
   Northrop Grumman Charitable Contribution 
Damian Sean Hattori 
Wayne Wadamoto 
   In memory of mother Fusako Wadamoto 
Yoshi Nakano 
   From the sale of his donated vegetable plants 
Michael Anderson 
   In memory of wife Grace Oda Anderson 
Leonard and Geneva Tanaka 
Leonor Bennett 
Facebook Tuesday Giving 
Greg Kimura 
   United Way Charitable Contribution 
Robert Miyatake 
William Nishida 
Jon Oda 
 

Donations In Memory of Dr. Bo Sakaguchi 

Robert and Blossom Uyeda 
Robert and Akiko Moriguchi 
Bob and Amy Goka 
Tadao and Lois Okui 
Roy Imazu 

Use of Facilities 

Elder Law Services of California - Judd Matsunaga 
SFV Judo Club 
Nikkei Senior Gardens 
Wednesday Nite Basketball 
SFV JACL 
Ping Pong Club 
Tadao Okui 
Marge Tanaka 
Kupunas 
Thursday Nite Basketball 
Hitomi's Cooking Class 
Aloha Club 
Tuesday Exercise Class 
Friday Exercise Class 
Michael Gort 
Senior Arts & Crafts 
Harmonica Class 

Miscellanous 

Coffee Donation 
Copier Donation 
Don and Suzan Akamine .................. 1 (3 lbs) Coffee 
Anonymous ....................................... 1 (2 lbs) Coffee 
Leonor Bennet .... 2 Boxes Food service vinyl gloves 
Curly and Florence Sato ............ 1 (3 lbs) Coffee and  
                                                   2 reams copy paper 
Smokey Sugii .................................... 1 (3 lbs) Coffee 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 

Jim and Maxine Cain 
Eriko Hirano & Kevin Hickey 
Isra and Jennifer Lee 
Kirsten Lindquist 

Eizo Masuda 
Mark & Leticia Muranaga 
Lupe Sanchez 

Thank you so much for  
your generous donations! 

 

Apologies to Musashi Restaurant for omitting            
their January/February donation of 100 lbs.                    

of rice, oil and chopsticks.  

Thank you to James Kitazaki (on left) for donating the beautiful  
stained glass window panel thatôs hanging in the kitchen.  He  
donated it in honor of Kei Inoue for receiving the CCôs               

Appreciation Award in January.  Kei is sitting in the middle next     
to Ruby Yamaoka who transported the panel.  Thank you to Clay 
Yahiro, Harris Yoneoka and John Doomey for hanging it. 
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- Continued from front page. UƳol!Zƿ!Wpmvƻǋstț 

Jordyn Adachi 
Doug Carden 
Danny Chi 
Dylan Chi 
Janet Chi 
Hale Chiba 
Kimi Chiba 
Kenji Couey 
John & Liz Doomey 
Nancy Gohata 
Kai Gonzalez 
Chris Harwood 
Kei Inoue 
Wendy Kageyama 
Linda Kuratomi 
Michiko Kus 
Al & Mitzi Kushida 
Bing & Diana Lau 
Tre Lau 
Edison Line Im  
Joy & Wally Longworth 
Akiko Manaka 
Andrea Matsumoto 
Ryan Matsumoto 
Sean Matsumoto 
Spencer Matsumoto 
Sandra Nobuyuki 

Kay & Nancy Oda 
Danny Okazaki 
Tadao & Lois Okui 
Jonathan & Tiffany Pearlstein 
Joshua Pearlstein 
Annie Rhodes 
Phil & Marion Shigekuni 
Ken & Ritsuko Shinbashi 
Linda Takayama 
Nancy Takayama 
Denise Tanaka  
Collin Ting 
Sarah Ting 
Tyler Ting 
Jaclyn Tomita 
Jeremy Tsuneishi 
Emi Tsuneishi 
Wesley Tsuneishi 
Kiyo Watanabe 
Asuka Watanabe  
Tenka Watanabe 
May Wood 
Clayton Yahiro 
Teddy & Midori Yamane 
Harris & Diane Yoneoka 
Justin Yoshizawa 

 

UƳol!Zƿ!Up!Uƴ!GpǍpxƵh!Gƾ!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Uƴjs!HưƱƿt!EƽƬƶo 

 

Anonymous donors 
Chiba, Kimiaki 
Derr, Naomi Suenaka 
Doomey, John & Liz 
Fukunaga, Peggy 
Hiji, Frank & Bettie 
Inaba, Shigeko 
Inoue, Kei 
Ishimoto, Taro & Mary 
Itagaki, Chuck 
Kadonaga, Dale 
Kadonaga, Larry & Diane 
Kurihara, Don & Beverly 
Kus, Michiko Tokunaga 
Miyata, Isabelle & Harvey 
    Negoro 

Moriguchi, Bob 
Mui, Priscilla 
Muraoka, Victor & Lois 
Murphy, Marian 
Nakada, Will 
Ping Pong Club 
SFV JACL 
SFV Meiji Senior Club 
Suzukawa, Steve 
Takayama, Robert & Linda  
Yamaoka, Ruby 
Yamashita, Diane 
Yano, Buster & Sumiko 

Aleman, Francisco/Melida  
Arii, Kelvin & Donna 
Asaoka, Mitsuru 
Asuncion, Jean 
Barnese, Arthur 
Burris, Randy 
Campos, Katherine 
Carden, Douglas 
Cardenas, Irene 
Chan, Dorothy 
Clever, Jill 
Delander, Suzi 
Docken, Terry/Shirley 
Doomey, John/Liz 
Elliott, Tim 
Fuchi, Flo 
Fujimoto, Cathy 
Fukuda, Ted 
Fukunaga, Peggy 
Furukawa, Larry 
Gohata, Yas/Nancy 
Goka, John 
Goka, Robert/Amy 
Goto, Mr./Mrs. G. 
Hamamoto, Sally 
Hanashiro, Deanna 
Hashimoto, Toji 
Hatakeda, Harold  
Hazama, Yoshiko 
Henson, Debbie 
Hiji, Frank 
Hirata, Loraine 
Hironaka, Harvey 
Hirota, Eric/Nozomi 
Hiura, Grace 
Hollowell, Masako 
Hori, Fukashi 
Imazu, Roy 
Inaba, Shigeko 
Inouye, Christine 

Ishibashi, Tadao 
Irving, Kiyo 
Ito, Laura 
Iwamasa, Grace 
Kadonaga, Larry/Diane 
Kadonaga, Shoichi 
Kajiki, Dorothy 
Kaku, Dick 
Kanagi, Chisato 
Kane, Josephine 
Karimoto, Robert/Lorraine 
Kasahara, Patricia 
Kawamoto, Doreen 
Kawamoto, Raymond 
Kido, Chester/Eileen 
Kimura, Akira 
Kimura, Sumi 
Kimura, Tadashi 
Kishi, Marilyn 
Kobayashi, John 
Kodani, Powell/Faye 
Kondo, Ronald 
Koyano, Duane 
Kuratomi, Linda 
Kurihara, Don/Beverly 
Kus , Michiko Tokunaga 
Kushida, Albert 
Kwon, Amy 
Lao, Michi 
Lee, Michelle  
Lee, Susie 
Logworth, Wally 
Lowe, Christine 
Madjus, Ferdinand 
Matoi, Joanne 
Matsuda, Ike/Yoshi 
Matsuda, Tommy/Lindy 
Matsuzaki, Judy 
Mitarai, Evelyn 
Miyagishima, Sharlene  

Miyata, Isabelle 
Monji, Curtis 
Monji, Yoshiko 
Moriguchi, Bob 
Moriguchi, Reiko 
Motoyama, Evelyn 
Motoyasu, Scott/Patti  
Mui, Ken/Priscilla 
Muranaga, Tomi 
Muraoka, Shigeko 
Muraoka, Victor/Lois  
Murphy, Marian 
Nakada, Doug  
Nakagawa, Koso/Marian 
Nakamori, Masami 
Nakamura, Henry 
Nakamura, Mark/Joanne 
Nakamura, Richard/NJ  
Nakata, Sam 
Nakatsu, Barbara 
Nelson, Steve 
Nicklaus, Garland/Debbie 
Niizawa, Guy/Tracy 
Niwa, Amy 
Nobuyuki, Sandra 
Nomura, Kenso 
Oda, Dorothy 
Oda, Fred 
Oda, George 
Oda, Kay/Nancy 
Okamura, Art  
Okano, Jane 
Okita, Barbara  
Okui, Tadao/Lois 
O'Neill, Coleen 
Ono, Daito/Takie 
Otake, Julie 

Pinson, Keiko 
Radman, Ken/Geri 
Saito, Gary 
Sakaji, Jack 
Saski, Stephen/Karen 
Sato, Eiji 
Sato, Florence 
Sato, Robert 
Schuetze, Janet 
SFV Judo Club 
Shiba, Dorothy 
Shibuya, Kumiko 
Shigekuni, Phillip/Marion 
Shinbashi, Ken  
Shinsato, Ray 
Shishido, Anna 
Shojinaga, Alice 
Sugii, Toshi 
Suzuki, Y Carly 
Suzuki, George 
Taguchi, Dana 
Taguchi, Jean 
Tajiri, Edward 
Takemoto, Kiki 
Takeshima, Shoji/Shari 
Takeshita, Bill/June 
Takeshita, Jack 
Tanabe, Roy 
Tanaka, Denise 
Tanaka, Leonard O. 
Tanaka, Linda 
Tanijiri, Katie 
Tanijiri, Wes 
Tashima, Mamoru 
Tatsumi, Kinya 
Teramura, S. 
Tokunaga, Allan 

Tomomatsu, Kiyo 
Tonai, Minoru 
Uemura, Vic  
Updyke, Lance 
Uyeda, Tom 
Uyehara, Mark/Loreen 
Wachi, Eugene 
Watanabe, Kenji 
Watanabe, Julie 
Wood, May  
Yabuno, Aiko 
Yamada, John/Kay 
Yamamoto, Dorothy 
Yamamura, David/ 
                        Georgia 
Yamane, Teddy/Midori 
Yamani, Frank 
Yamanouye, Sekai By-l 
Yamaoka, Emmy 
Yamaoka, Masato 
Yamashita, Mas/ 
                 Norma Jean  
Yamashita, Sylvia 
Yoneoka, Harris 
Yoshizawa, Jill 
Yoshizumi, Richard 
Zindroski, Dana 

UƳol!Zƿ!ǆ!Ǆ!GpǍpxƵh!Gƾ!TvǑƾǅoh! 
Pvs!Sbȧƹ!GvƺsbƷƱ 



5 

 

2019 SFVJACC S  A  R           By Nancy Oda 
 

     The Scholarship Committee 
comprised of Grace Iwamasa, 
Chisato Kanagi, Nancy Oda, and 
Leslie Shirasawa is pleased to 
announce this yearôs recipient of 
four awards. We congratulate all 
of our graduates and continuing 
college students.  
     The Kay Kazuko Furuta 
Sakaguchi and Lilly Sakaguchi 
Thibodeaux Scholarships are 
endowed scholarships. 
      

D . S  S  
S  

     Dr. Sakaguchi was a Lifetime 
member of the SFVJACC who 
volunteered his services at the 
SFV Judo Club Kohaku tourna-
ment and Alemany High School 
football games. This scholarship 
is intended for high school and college students who exhibit academic excellence, service, and leadership.  
      Allison Keiko Yamada is the daughter of David and Leslie Yamada who have been members for fifteen years. Allie is 
a senior attending the University of San Francisco. She was on the Deanôs Honor Roll last year and currently, the National     
Society of Collegiate Scholars. Margaret Takimoto wrote, òShe is a tremendous role model for the youth and her strength of 
character is exceptional. She is modest, unassuming, yet has a powerful personality.ò Allie is the first student to win the Dr. 
Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship two times. Her grade point average is 3.43.  Her experience as coach along with her friend, 
Dayna Tanaka, of the SFV Samurai is the primary reason as to why she is pursuing a career as a Pediatric Occupational      
Therapist. Her goal is for all children to have the opportunity to enjoy playing regardless of their abilities.  She can be proud that 
her boys are playing still and achieving success. 
 

 K  K  F  S  S 

     Kay Sakaguchi was the wife of Dr. Sakaguchi and a longtime supporter of the Asia America Symphony. Thus, it is earmarked 
for students who are interested in pursuing a future in the visual and/or performing arts. 
     Skye Yukiko Kita is the daughter of Gregg and Katie Kita, who have been members for eleven years. She will be 
graduating from West Ranch High School and attending Boston Conservatory at Berklee where she will explore Contemporary 
dance. Her academic GPA is 3.94. She has received many dancing awards including the WCE top 3 Regional Dancer and USA 
Top 6 Regional dancer. She has been part of the Assisteens of San Clarita. She volunteers at the senior disabled center, 
cleaned up local parks, and helped underprivileged kids learn consumer skills. She is an alumni of Suzume no Gakkou Summer 
Camp. Skye wrote, ñI feel that an arts program at the Community Center would be beneficial for the new generation of artists as 
it would encourage them to explore their creativity and possibly spark a new interest.ò Her audition tape documents her love of 
dance from a very young age. She is the first member to receive this award. 
 

L  S  T  S   

     Mrs. Thibodeaux was a bright and engaging person who loved culture, nature and life, she brought a smile, optimistic atti-
tude, attention and support and an element of fun into all the lives she touched.  
We are proud of the two students who were selected for this honor. 
     Bing ñTreò Lau is the son of Bing and Diane Lau, who have been members for ten years.  Tre is a graduate of        
Granada Hills Charter High School who will be going to UC San Diego focusing on a Psychology major this fall. Although he has 
a busy schedule donating much of his free time to the CC, he is disciplined and has managed his time wisely to maintain a high 
grade point average of 3.4.He is known as a person that you can count on.  Tre played with the Wasabi basketball team for nine 
years while contributing to the Not Your Average Basketball Camp for 5 years and Pee Wee League for three years.  Tre is a 
member of the Kings and Queens Bowling League and Matador Bowl Juniors League since 2014. He contributed an average of 
8 years each to the Obon, Pancake Breakfast, and CC cleanup His strongest traits are that he is always ready to give back, 
make his world better, and respectful. Danny Okazaki wrote, ñHis smile and ability to engage with people is so important when 
serving the many of the members of the community.ò  
     Kellie Ogimachi is the daughter of Gary and Linda Ogimachi who have been members for nine years who is          
graduating from Faith Baptist High School with a grade point of 4.10. She has received the Margaret Rasmussen Award that 
entitled her to free tuition for her sophomore year. Kellie will be attending California State University Pomona or SLO as a        
pre-vet/ animal science major. She was an active member of the History Club as Treasurer, that  raised $500 for Operation   
Gratitude, a nonprofit group for veterans. She was the captain of Varsity Cross Country team as well as MVP. She played      ,ô 
second base on the Varsity Softball team for three years.  She has worked as an Algebra I and Geometry tutor and lately as a 
Kumon teaching assistant. She supported many CC activities like Super Bingo for four years. She is a member of the Crossway 
Church. She has helped with the annual Terminal Islander New Yearôs Party and summer picnic. She is the perfect student to 
receive the Lilly Sakaguchi Thibodeaux Award. 

Pictured:  Scholarship Award recipients, Skye Kita, Tre Lau, Allison Yamada and Kelli 
Ogimachi (center, L-R), flanked by Scholarship Committee members Nancy Oda and 
Grace Iwamasa (on far left) and Leslie Shirazawa and Chisato Kanagi (far right). 
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 By Liz Doomey 
 

      

The second class the seniors will be doing from the Keiro Survey is the iPad Class. This class is for six weeks and started 
on May 22nd and will end on June 26th and is from 10 am to noon.  All interested parties were notified and we were able to 
have eight participants. We are trying for an additional class this summer, with two classes per week for three weeks.     
They will be Monday and Wednesday classes. Anyone interested in basic iPad classes, please contact Liz Doomey at     
818-429-4096 or lizdoomey@yahoo.com. 
     Keiro is offering a Senior ñCarFitò program on July 12th from 9 am to noon.  A sign up sheet is in the lobby of the       
Community Center. They will make sure each driver of their automobile knows basic functions of their cars, such as, how 
far to sit from the steering wheel, the gas and brake pedals and that their side mirrors are in the correct position, etc. They 
can only do 12 people so sign up early.  We will have a raffle of one HandyBar for the lucky       
person. (Top Rated HandyBar - Car Assist Cane Handle Automotive Standing Aid + Vehicle 
Emergency Escape Tools with Window Breaker & Seat Belt Cutter). 
     Our next San Manuel Casino trip will be on June 19th. The next trip to Las Vegas trip will         

be on August 12th to the 14th.          
Information and sign-up sheets 
are on the CC lobby credenza. 
If you enjoyed the last Bingo we 
had after hot meal in April our 
next game will be on July 19th, 
so mark your calendar now. 

SFV MEIJI SENIOR CLUB NEWS 

 

Woman of the Year Liz Doomey 

 

 

HandyBar 

The AARP Driving Class was 
held on April 10 and 11 and  
was taught by John Nakaki of 
Keiro. If you would like to    
attend the next session, please 
contact Liz Doomey at 818-429
-4096. 

I would like to express my appreciation to the SFVJACC for 
nominating me and the Japanese Womenôs Society of       
Southern California and the Downtown Los Angeles  Chapter of 

the Japanese American Citizens League approval for the   
Women of the Year 2019 award.  I was happy to see so many 
of my family and friends in attendance at the ceremony and to 
hear that they had a very nice time. Their support made this     

honor even more special.  Thank 
you to Nancy Oda for being 
there for me and for being           

a wonderful person to emulate. 
There are so many  women at 
the CC that give of their time and 
effort that deserve this honor 
more than I do but do not want 

or expect to be recognized, to 
them I would like to say I accept 
this honor in their names.   
 

Thank you, Liz Doomey 

Liz with family and friends. 
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May 26, 2019 - On Sunday we gathered to honor the veterans who sacrificed their lives through all the wars and in peace.  The 
SFVJACC was presented with and a flag that flew over Iraq and a certificate from Intelligence Specialist Chief Petty Officer,    
David Sumida.  Frank Tanaka told of his struggle after the Korean war with PTSD in a heartwarming speech that brought tears to 
many of the guests.   
     Thank you to Marioôs Italian Deli and Market in Glendale for providing the pasta dinner for our guests.  We appreciated Hitomi 
Hashimoto, NJ Nakamura and Jaclyn Tomita for presenting Ariel Imamoto, SFVJACC Queen and Nisei Week candidate with the 
wonderful cakes from Rose Bakery in Van Nuys.   
     A special thank you to Jan & Co. group for playing several patriotic songs for this yearôs 
program. They did an excellent job and had the audience singing along with them. Group: 
Jan Schuetze, Yoshiko and Ike Matsuda, Barbara Nakatsu, Toji Hashimoto, and Curtis Monji. 
     It takes a team effort to make any event go well and I think that this team did an excellent 
job.  Thank you to: 
 

Registration Desk - Kay Yamada, Teri Tanaka, Denise Tanaka  
Emcee - Jennifer Hamamoto          
Invocation/Benediction - Reverend James Iwata  
Pledge of Allegiance - Henry Nakamura     
Audio - Bing Lau 
Flowers - Frank and Marge Tanaka  
 

Set-up and Clean-up:  
Jay Arison 
Kenji Couey 
John & Liz Doomey 
Cathy Fujimoto  
Kisui Fujimoto  
Joy & Wally Longworth 
Sandy Nobuyuki  
Kay Oda & Nancy Oda   
 

My apology if I missed anyone.  

Eddie Ohara 
Tadao & Lois Okui 
Kiyo Watanabe   
Tenka & Asuka Watanabe  
Clay Yahiro 
Harris & Diane Yoneoka        

By Liz Doomey 

 

Thank You To The Following For Their Generous  
Lwvi|qwv \w \pm ^m|mzivµ{ Umuwzqit N}vl 

Tanaka, Frank/Marge 
Tanaka, Mr. & Mrs. Leonard 
Tanaka Arii, Kelvin/Donna 
Trotta, Jerry/Brenda 
Tsuji, Haruko 
Valley Japanese Community      
    Center 
Vivian, Darrell & Jayne Komoto 
Woo, Bill/Cynthia 
Yamada, John/Kay 
Yamaoka, Emmy 
Yamaoka, Ruby 

Kanemura, Karen 
Kondo, Mrs. Jennie 
Koyano, Duane 
Lau, Ernie/Mickey 
Matsuda, Ikuo/
Yoshiko 
Monji, Curtis 
Monji, Yoshiko 
Muranaga, Mark 
Muranaga, Tomi 
Muraoka, Clarae 
Muraoka, Shigeko 
Muraoka, Victor 
Nakamura, Henry 

Chatsworth West United    
      Methodist Church   
Fujimoto, Cathy 
Fujimoto, Kisui 
Fujimoto, Susie 
Hagihara, Yasuko 
Hamamoto, Sally/Jennifer 
Hashimto, Toji/Hitomi 
Hayamizu, Sumiko 
Imamoto, June 
Imazu, Roy 
Ishibashi, Tadao/Hideko 
Ito, Richard/Cheryl 
Jan & Co. 

Nomura, Kenso 
Ohara, Eddie  
Rivera, May 
Rosero, Dorothy 
Sagara , Bud/Cora 
Sakaguchi, Ikuyo 
Sato, Hiroshi/Flo 
Sato, Robert/Setsuko 
SFV Athletics 
SFV Japanese Language 
     Institute 
Shigekuni, Phil/Marion 
Stewart, Stephanie 
Tanaka, Denise 

 

SF Queen Ariel Imamoto 
 was introduced at the event. 

Frank Tanaka talked 
about PTSD. 

Veterans who attended the service. 
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CSUN COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT  

     Thank you to Emily Minoda, Shelly Baroa, Allyssa Cruz,    
Megan Phung, Angelo Junio, and Angelo Mutia  for working on 
needed projects including a CC timeline, activity trifold for the 
obon,  CC photo gallery, and new pamphlet.  
     Since our center was established after the war and the need 
for youth enrichment, they were also exposed to obon dances 
by Cathy Fujimoto and Asako Tomita, SFV Taiko at the          
Japanese Garden, and Dr. Boôs Manzanar interviews. Some 
went to the 50th anniversary of the Manzanar Pilgrimage on the 
SFVJACL bus or attended the showing of ñAlternative Facts.ò 
     We wish them well as they graduate soon. Arigatou!  Nancy 
Oda and Nancy Takayama were the leaders. 

 

Be the Change You Want to See! 

In an effort to reach our eight hundred plus families, a survey to explore the needs of the center was sent out by US Mail.  A total 
of 200 members responded to fourteen questions with interesting results. Because the online Survey Monkey can give us     
results quickly, there was a $100 
incentive raffle for those who 
chose that option.  Readers, you 
may want to look at the results by 
logging on to www.sfvjacc.com 

The Future Planning Committee 
met with representatives from all of 
our CC organizations on May 19, 
2019, in Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Hall. 
Thirty people were divided into 
three groups to discuss the follow-
ing three questions.  
 1)  What does it mean to be a      
  CC member? 
 2)  What activities would you  
  like to see? 
 3)  Do you feel that the existing  
  facilities are capable of supporting the emerging activities just discussed? 

Here is a brief summary. 
 The Center is a place to make friends, enjoy the Japanese culture, and learn its history.  Most importantly, ñAunties and    
 Uncles,ò can be together with  the family in a safe place. 

The ideas were flowing from all corners of the room. One idea was to offer leadership and job opportunities for young adults. 
Someone wrote that we should organize Hot Meals one more day a week. Adult and Child Day Care needs were noted. Some 
thought that a BBQ Club, Wine and Sake Club, Fishing and Golfing Club would be fun. The list included night time enrichment 
classes for working adults such as ikebana, calligraphy, exercise, photography, games, and a book club.  Anime, Hip Hop, and 
an Art Show were also mentioned.   

Among the improvements needed are more storage, an acoustically insulated room with wooden floors and mirrors, a multipur-
pose room for large events such dinners, sports, a raised stage and rear projection room, and additional meeting spaces. 

You may have your own suggestions. Please come to the next meeting that will be held at night on July 18 in Dr. Sanbo 
Sakaguchi Hall from 7-9 pm.  Light refreshments will be served.  RSVP by July 11 by writing to contact@sfvjacc.com 

http://www.sfvjacc.com
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     On May 11th, about 100 families and over 300 people attended our annual SFVJACC Athletics Jamboree. Just prior to the 
Jamboree, about 100 of our players participated in an in-depth basketball clinic that covered key aspects for youth basketball 
provided by Breakthrough Sports.  
     After working up an appetite, players and families were provided with a delicious street-taco style dinner.  Once everyone 

began to get settled with their dinners, the program began with recognizing our honored guests 
and announcing this yearsô Scholar Athletes, Janelle Doi, Tre Lau and Justyne Nakano. Please 
find and read the more detailed and thorough article regarding these exemplary 2019 Scholarship 
Recipients in this newsletter. 
     Thanks to our wonderful emcee Charlene Paloma, the night continued with numerous raffle 
prizes ranging from gift cards to squishy stuffed animals to Lego 
Sets for every single player. Once the raffle was complete, every-
one was treated to a fun and widely entertaining slide show with 
team camaraderie, friendships and hard-fought victories on full 
display.  
     For this yearsô players and coaches gifts, shooting shirts were 
given out and they must have been well-liked since many players 
already wore them this past weekend at the Tigers Tournament. 

Popsicles and mochi ice cream were served for dessert and completing our night, was            
our grand prize raffles that included a Clippers team autographed hat and basketball!                 
Congratulations to all the grand prize winners! 
     A special thanks to the families of the Lightning Sparks, Ruff Riderz and Guardians for    
planning this wonderful event.  We all hope to see everyone again next year! 

By Kevin Endow 

2019 Athletics Scholarship Winners           By Margaret Takimoto 
 

Wayne Yamamoto Scholarship Award 
 

     Wayne Yamamoto was a student athlete and was a member of SF Athletics in the 1960's and 
who's memory we honor with the Wayne Yamamoto Memorial Scholarship. This years award  is  
presented to Tre Lau. He is the son of Diana and Bing Lau. Tre played SF  basketball  for nine 
years with the Gang Green and Wasabi. He attends Granada Hills Charter High School. His       
interests included playing basketball, volleyball and bowling. Tre says the following, "All of the           
experiences that I have had because of Athletics have taught me important lessons about          
character, leadership, and what it means to be an active member within the community. It was 
through these experiences that I learned more about the qualities of compassion, patience, and 
respect, and learned to incorporate them into the fundamental building blocks of all my relationships 
and even more importantly my morals. Through all the opportunities that the Athletics program has 
made available to me I have grown as a person and began to have a new understanding for the 
strength of the community." Tre be attending UCSD!                                       Continued on page 10. 
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2019 Athletics Scholarship Winners - Continued from page 10. 
 

Hoshiko Hirano Scholarship Award 
 

     Hoshiko Hirano was the first Girls' Athletics Commissioner and was instrumental in starting 
the girls athletics program  in the 1960ôs.  In those days the girls only played softball. The late 
Mrs. Hirano, along with her husband Yoshio Hirano, who was the boys' commissioner were 
actively involved in promoting our program. The Hoshiko Hirano Memorial Scholarship was 
established to honor her memory and contribution to the Girls' Athletics program. Athletics 
was honored to have Mitch Hirano, the Hirano's youngest son and Natalie, granddaughter 
present at the Jamboree.  They traveled from Utah to visit Mr. Hirano who is a resident at  
Nikkei Senior Gardens.                                                                                                                  
     We are please to award this yearôs Hoshiko Hirano Scholarship to Janelle Doi. She is the  
daughter of Leanne and Brent Doi.  Janelle played SF Athletics Basketball for 9 years with  
the Y2 K team. She will be graduating from Granada Hills Charter High School and played 
high school basketball and was team captain. Her involvement in school activities includes        
National Society of High School Scholars, Student Council President, Big Buddies              
Coordinator. Janelle's community involvement includes being the co-founder and VP of 
Changes in the Community, Yonsei 22 captain, Kizuna counselor, Rising Stars participant.  

Janelle has been accepted at UC San Diego.  
 

Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service Scholarship Award  
 

     Athletics established the Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service Scholarship in 2009 to honor 
her memory. As an active member of the SF Athletics, as well as many other community            
organizations, Lauren was an exemplary student athlete, a role model, friend and teammate who 
demonstrated sportsmanship on and off the court.  We are pleased  to announce Tre Lau  was    
selected as recipient of the Lauren Taguchi Memorial Youth Service and is son of  Diana and Bing 
Lau. The scholarship committeeôs selection was based on his spirit of volunteerism and citizenship, 
through community service.  Tre's  community involvement includes volunteering at the Providence 
Holy Cross Hospital, where he volunteers in the ICU department, La Tuna Canyon Project 
(volunteer greeter), co-chair GHCHS Mend Drive, Ronald McDonald House-Rens Raiders          
volunteer.  As an Athletics player Tre, participated in Obon, Pancakes Breakfast, CC clean up, Pee 
Wee Clinic as camp volunteer and Pee Wee League referee and score keeper. Tre participated at 
the NYABC special needs basketball camp as a volunteer coach and with Rising Stars Youth   
Leadership Program alumni working the Japanese Speaking Parents Association Children with 
Challenges as a volunteer buddy taking children Christmas shopping. Tre said "For years I have 
volunteered for the community, helping out at events, learning how things are run, and imagining 

what I can do to improve the community. But Iôm not concerned with what I can do now to make the community a better place, 
rather Iôm more interested in how I can make it better in the future."  Tre will be attending UCSD. 
 

Evan Yoshio Niizawa Memorial Continuing Education Scholarship Award  
 

     The Evan Yoshio Niizawa Memorial Continuing Education Scholarship is given in memory of his 
accomplishments, scholastic excellence and participation in athletics in the face of severe illness and 
life challenges. Evan was an inspiration to all who knew him and admired his determination in all      
aspects of his life. The Evan Niizawa Memorial Continuing Education Scholarship was established by 
his parents Guy and Tracy Niizawa along with SF Athletics this year to honor Evan's memory.  Evan 
had a long battle with cancer but was able to continue his highly successful high school career and  
attend UC Berkeley but had to leave school in the end.  This award is given to a current or past     
member of SF Athletics who has demonstrated scholastic excellence and overcame challenges during 
their life.  
     We are pleased to announce Justyne Nakano was selected as recipient of the Evan Niizawa       
Memorial Education Scholarship.  She is daughter of  Irene Osako and Dane Nakano.  Justyne has 
been on the Honor Roll throughout her high school career while having a successful varsity basketball 
career.  She was selected team captain for 3 years and received  MVP awards over the years.  Justyne 
has had time to volunteer at the Habitat for Humanity, Cloud Nine, Church on the Way, Better Living 
and Monday Night Mission. She states "..my academic and athletic achievements were handled by me 

solely from a very young age.  I was able to grow up faster and mature becoming a responsible adult minded individual.  These 
traits that I have acquired have taught me to develop my ability and achieve success on my own."  Justyne faces her life       
challenges with perseverance and resolve becoming a responsible and self reliant young adult. We know that she will pay it  
forwarded in Evan's memory.  Justyne will be attending San Francisco State College. 

 

Tre, Janelle and Justyne, we are very proud of all of you and wishing you much success in your college endeavors.  


