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  Ariel Imamoto Joins the JACL National Staff 
 

   We are excited to announce that 
Ariel Imamoto, our former Norman 
Y. Mineta Fellow, will stay on with 
JACL as our incoming Membership 
Manager!  Anytime our fellows can 
remain on as permanent staff is  
always a time for celebration. On her 
promotion, Ariel said, "I am excited 
to continue working with the JACL 
and cannot wait to continue to meet 

and serve our community!"  
     The Norman Y. Mineta Fellowship is named for the late 
Secretary and Congressman from San Jose, CA. The fel-
low will monitor key legislative initiatives of importance to 
the JACL mission, and design and implement JACL-
sponsored programs among other tasks and duties. 
     Ariel was Nisei Week Miss San Fernando and served 
as a Tuna Canyon Detention Station Coalition intern.  

Congratulations, Ariel! 
Photos and acknowledgements on page 5, 6 and 7. 

Lipo Rosero 
Blackout Winner 

Midori Yamane 
Top Raffle Prize Winner 

Ken Shinbashi 
Top Raffle Prize Winner 

Garland Nicklaus 
Top Raffle Prize Winner 

Miku Inoue 
50-50 Raffle Winner 

      An event can't come to life without a collaborative effort.  A remarkable team, none of whom had ever organized the 
CC’s largest fundraiser before, successfully pulled off Super Bingo 2024. The event chairs, working alongside their amazing    
volunteers, crafted an exciting evening full of food, games and prizes. 
     Kendra Motoyasu, Kaili Inouye, Olivia Ortega, and Jeremy Tsuneishi kept the bingo event vibrant and entertaining, 
sparking excitement with next-number and good neighbor prizes, and ensuring a fun experience for all the participants. 
     Silent Auction leader Karen Muranaka was supported by Dana Chow, Jennie Kadonaga, Nancy Takayama, and Amy 
Okui. Together, they assembled a fantastic selection of gift baskets and other items, many of which were generously        
donated by our CC members, groups, and organizations. In total, we had 65 Silent Auction items, and every single one 
found a buyer. 
     Stevie Asao coordinated all of the raffles. Kay Yamada put together all the Gold Package packets for the participants. 
Ryan Muranaka expertly captured the event through his photography. Liz Doomey organized an incredible Flea Market with 
an amazing team of volunteers.  
     Tenka Watanabe, Emi Tsuneishi, Declan Hirota, Troy Kadonaga, Mikey Murata, Lani Murata, Kamryn Endow, Peyton 
Endow, Evan Muranaka, Lily Tsuneishi, Sydney Tsuneishi, Lennon Toledo, Harper Toledo, Parker Lo, Josh Pearlstein, Wes 
Tsuneishi, Luke Inoshita and Brandon Chow helped keep the event running smoothly. They took care of a variety of tasks    
including selling raffle tickets, distributing the bento and dessert boxes and as runners for bingo. 

     Josh Pearlstein, Wes Tsuneishi, Olivia Pearlstein, 
Luke Inoshita, Audrey Fukunaga, Kiyo Watanabe,        
Jeremy Tsuneishi and Harris Yoneoka took care of      
beverages with assistance from Richard Miyagishima and 
Sharon Tatsumi. 
     A special Thank You to the people who made treats 
for the dessert boxes. NJ Nakamura, Nicole Tsuneishi, 
Dana Chow, Jolene Teraoka, Sharlene Miyagishima, 
Tracey Mariano, Stephanie Stewart. We had an extra 
surprise in the dessert boxes of Shohei mochi from      
Fugetsudo, coordinated by the Muranaka Family. 
     Nancy Takayama took care of the Audio and Bingo 
equipment. Lead by Kathy Yoshimura and Kasey Arriola, 
the team of Steve Yoshimura, Olivia Pearlstein, Ramon 
Arriola, Denise Tanaka, Audrey Fukunaga, Terry Docken 
and Shirley Docken came in Friday night to fill Gold   
Package Gift Bags with donated items from our sponsors.  
     We successfully raised over $29,000 to cover the cost 
of painting the interior walls of our facilities.  Super Bingo 
2024 was a tremendous success, bringing together our 
community to make it our largest fundraiser of the year. 
Thank you all for your continued support! 
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Dear SFVJACC Community, 
 

     As the final quarter of 2024 quickly approaches, we are filled with gratitude and excitement 
for the holiday season ahead. At the San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community  
Center, we have been working hard on member retention since a very high percentage of      
Athletics’ families leave after their children age out of Athletics. Due to this, the Board has 
formed a committee to evaluate our membership and policies to help promote and preserve 
members. Also, The Future Planning Committee has been working on “Project Nozomi” in the 

hopes that it will help secure our growth and stability for years to come.  
     As we reflect on the past year, we are excited for what’s to come in 2025. We have some exciting plans to       
continue supporting our community through cultural, educational, and social events that celebrate our Japanese 
American heritage.  On behalf of the Board we’d like to wish you and your family a joyful holiday season filled with 
love, peace, and happiness. Thank you all for being an essential part of the San Fernando Valley Japanese       
American Community Center! 

 

Warm regards, 
Jeremy Tsuneishi  
Co-President  
The San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center Board of Directors.  
 

 
 
      

 

     I hope that you are feeling well and are in good spirits.  Lately, I have been hearing the mem-
bers exclaim “I can’t believe that the year has gone by so fast.”  My response is usually “It’s gone 
by fast because you’re having so much fun at the CC and time flies when you’re having fun.”   
     It’s all true. I have the pleasure of seeing many of you visit the CC on a weekly basis for         
various programs. I know you’re having fun because of all the loud conversations, smiles and 
laughter. This is the SFVJACC we all hope for. It’s a busy place where people with similar          
experiences gather and visit with longtime friends and family while at the same time making new 
friends and family.  Kids are coming in to get a piece of candy, with their parents reminding them to 
say “Thank you”  I think we are on the right track. 

     For 2024 I likened the spirit of the CC to the 80s Sitcom 
Cheers.  To close out 2024, I’m channeling Don Cornelius 
and wishing you all… 
 

Peace, Love & Community 
Bing Lau 
SFVJACC Administrative Director 
 

THE DIRECTOR’S VIEW 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE        

 

Dementia Caregivers  
Support Group 

  Sponsored by Little Tokyo Service Center 

All meetings are confidential.  

Group meetings are being done virtually. 

If you want more info or would like to attend, please 
call Little Tokyo Service Center at (213) 473-3030. 

"Are you a caregiver for someone        
affected by Alzheimer's disease or other 

dementias?  Our non-judgmental,        
confidential group meets on the first  

Saturday of the month to share           
concerns, experiences and ideas."  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

A variety of opportunities are available for you.   

Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship 
For academic excellence 

 

Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux Service  
Scholarship 

For Leadership and Service 
 

Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Visual & Performing 
Arts Scholarship 

For Visual or Performing Arts 
 

Daniel T. Nagasawa Scholar Athlete  
Scholarship 

For high school and college scholar athletes 
 

See page 21 for descriptions of the scholarships. 
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Acknowledgements 

For October & November 2024 

In Kind Donations to the CC Senior Meal 

Delivery Program 

Rivera, John and May ............... Case of Gummy Snacks 

CC Senior Meal Delivery Program Donations 

Ng, Henry .........................................................................  
Yamane, Teddy and Midori ..............................................  
Komoto, Jayne/Vivian, Darrell ..........................................  
Kushida, Albert and Mitzi .................................................  
Tokunaga Kus, Michiko ....................................................  
Makuta, Kimi ....................................................................  
Niji, Kenichi.......................................................................  
Schuetze, Jan ..................................................................  
Woo, Bill and Cynthia .......................................................  
Sugioka, Gregory and Margaret .......................................  
Kadonaga, Dale ...............................................................  
Nagata, Joyce ..................................................................  
Niwa, Amy ........................................................................  
Rivera, May and John ......................................................  
Uyeda, Tommy and Keiko ................................................  
Chung, Sam Soon ............................................................  
Hirayama, Yasumasa and Hiroko ....................................  
Miyata, Fumiko .................................................................  
Motoyasu, Naomi .............................................................  
Takeshita, Hiroshi Jack ....................................................  
Anonymous ......................................................................  

Use of Facilities 

Taiko ................................................................................  
Kondo, Ron ......................................................................  
Takimoto, Margaret ..........................................................  
Johnson, Ida ....................................................................  
Ping Pong Club ................................................................  

Hot Meal Program Donations 

Anonymous ........................................... 2 Bottles of Mirin 
Kaku, Pauline ...... French bread and long kitchen gloves 
Murphy, Marian ................................ Kettle corn and kaki 
Pearlstein, Tiffany ..................... Fugetsudo mochi/manju 
Sato, Jane ........................................... Fresh peach cake 
Schuetze, Janet ................................ Halloween goodies 
Yoneoka, Harris and Diane .......... Cases of bottled water 
                                                       and jars of gravey mix 

 

December 2024 
MENU SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

LUNCH SERVED AT 11:45 AM       NO TAKEOUTS  

December 6 - Lasagna 

December 13 - Bento (Musashi) 

December 20 - Ham 

December 27 - Closed for the Holidays  

Donations 
Kawaguchi-Kihara Memorial Foundation .........................  
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist .................................................  
   For use of CC’s facilities for their Obon 
Kurata, George ................................................................  
Kushida, Albert and Mitzi .................................................  
   For operation and Maintenace of the Center 
Clement, Reed .................................................................  
   Netflix Charitable Contribution 
Doomey, John ..................................................................  
Nakano, Takashi and Lauren ..........................................  
   We are thankful for the CC, Happy Holidays to all -  
Crescent Bay Sports League Inc .....................................  
   For use of facilities for CBO League 
Oda, Kay and Kyoko ........................................................  
Manaka, Tim ....................................................................  
Matsumoto, Paul ..............................................................  
   In Memory of Jan Kondo  
Monji, Garry & Joy ...........................................................  
Morikawa, Dean ...............................................................  
Nishinaka, Walter .............................................................  
   Donation for Taiko 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple ....................................  
   Donation for Taiko 
Singer Robert ...................................................................  
   In Memory of Chizuko & Edwin Fukunaga and Sheldon     
   & Lillian Singer and In Honor of all the contributions of    
   Liz & John Doomey  
Yoshizawa, Jill .................................................................  
   Farmers Charitable Contribution 
Anonymous ......................................................................  
Anonymous ......................................................................  
Daniels, Joanne ...............................................................  
   In Memory of Mabel Takimoto 
Elliott, Tim ........................................................................  
   In Loving Memory of Hatsumi Harriet Elliott 
Iwamasa, Grace ...............................................................  
   In Memory of Gil Iwamasa 
Oda, Dorothy ...................................................................  
   In Memory of Kiyoko Nomura 
Oshiro, Helen ...................................................................  
   In memory of June Imamoto 
Oshiro Family ...................................................................  
   In memory of June Imamoto 
Saito, Elaine .....................................................................  
Yamashita, Masao ...........................................................  
   For the Veterans Memorial Fund 
Kaku, Pauline ...................................................................  
   In Memory of Emiko Nitta 
Keiro .................................................................................  
   In appreciation of advertising their events 
Sun, Sunny ......................................................................  
   Microsoft Charitable Contribution 

Use of Facilities - Continued 

Tajiri, Margaret .................................................................  
Volleyball ..........................................................................  
Country Music ..................................................................  
Exercise Class .................................................................  
Ukulele Club .....................................................................   
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     After many months of planning and 
development, Project Nozomi sent an 
information packet to 1550 members 
and supporters. Thank you to Jane 
Taguchi for her pro bono work on the 
graphic design and brochures. If you’d 
like to send one to friends, family, or  
colleagues, let us know. We need to 
grow our giving base!  

     The first Project Nozomi Brunch was held on November 9th in 
the Sakaguchi Hall. Guests were treated to a beautiful and   
bountiful spread prepared by 
Margaret Takimoto, Sharlene 
Miyagishima and Jane  Taguchi.  
     Margaret whose father was      
instrumental in building the     
Memorial Hall (gym) in 1959, 
spoke about her eight years on 
the Future Planning Committee. 
Architect, Eric Hirota,  told us 
that he wants to give back to    
the Community Center. He has 
helped with contacts who con-
tributed to the process and to 
many required aspects that he’s 
knowledgeable about. 
     Great questions came from 
the audience that ranged from 
new to long time members. The cost of the building will depend 
on the amount raised.  Sustainability has also been seriously 
studied.  
     Ground breaking will occur only when 80% is raised. Three 
options were discussed that included the inflationary impact that 
increases annually. So, it’s urgent to raise the money now. 
     As membership grows, the need for additional space for programs has increased.  
 

Kay and Kyoko Oda,  
Capital Campaign Chairs 

 

DONATIONS TO PROJECT NOZOMI 

Anonymous .................................................  
Kita, Gregg and Katie .................................  
Oda, Helen .................................................  
   In memory of Sakaguchi Siblings -    
   Sanbo, Chebo, Bo, Lily, and Mary 
Hiji, Frank and Betty ...................................  
Daniels, John & Joanne..............................  
Oda, Jon and Family ..................................  
Oda, Jon .....................................................  
   Honda Charitable Matching Donation 
Shinbashi, Ken & Ritsuko ...........................  
Gohata, Kim ................................................  
Kawada, Yoshiko ........................................  
Kawato, Tayoko ..........................................  
Kus, Michiko Tokunaga  .............................  
Mimura, Yoko .............................................  
Morikawa Dean and Janine ........................  
Nakama, John ............................................    
Okui, Tadao and Lois .................................  
Fong, Jean ..................................................  
Inoue, Miku .................................................  
Tanaka, Denise ..........................................  
Arimoto, Fuyo .............................................  
Delander, Suzi ............................................  
Fukumoto, Kiyo ...........................................  
Furukawa, Larry & Cecelia .........................  
Monji, Garry and Joy ..................................                
Saito, Gary & Elaine ...................................  
Vale, Mieko .................................................  
Docken, Shirley & Terry..............................  
Kawamura, Yoko ........................................   

Magaret Takimoto 

Eric Hirota 

Project Nozomi T-Shirts are available for $20.00. 
Contact the CC Office, if you would like to  

purchase any. 
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Kadonaga, Craig and Jennie 
Kageyama , Ken and June 
Kanagi, Chisato 
Kimura, Patti 
LAPD Foothill Division 
Lasting Butterfly Kisses -  
    Jennifer Hamamoto   
Miyagishima, Sharlene and 
   Glenn 
Monji, Garry and Joy 
Morikawa, Dean and Janine 
Mui, Ken and Priscilla 
Nakamura, NJ 
Nani Kami Krafts - Donna Arii 
Harvey Negoro & Isabelle  
   Miyata 
Ng, Henry 
Nikkei Senior Gardens 

Oda, Kay and Kyoko 
Oda, Rachel 
Okita, Barbara 
Plaskow, Diane 
Raising Canes 
Sakaguchi, Hiroyo 
SFV Judo Club  
Sato, Jane and Mickey 
Selby, Aure 
SF Arts & Crafts 
SF Athletics 
SFV Bonsai Club 
SFV Senior Exercise 
SFV Meiji Senior Club  
SFV Movie Club 
SFV Ping Pong Club 
SFV Japanese Language  
     Institute 

Akune, Shuko 
Aloha Allure - Barbara  
   Dempsey 
Bark Happy 
Campos, Kathy 
Chiba Restaurant - Shig  
   Chiba 
Date, Stan and Diane 
Dining with the Chef -  
   Anonymous 
Docken, Terry and Shirley 
Emmons, Peggy 
Gotori, Mary 
Fugetsudo 
Hollowell, Masako 
Imada, Richard and Joyce  
Itagaki, Chuck 
Ito, Brian and Kami 
JANM 

SFV Hongwanji Buddhist 
     Temple 
Shimizu, Lorraine 
Shimizu, Yukiko 
Smart & Final 
Sogabe, Ikuko 
Sunabe, Julie 
Takayama, Nancy 
The Broad 
The Huntington Library  
Vivian, Darrell 
Wimmer, Stephanie &  
    Family 
Winnetka Bowl 
Wood, May 
Yamashita, Diane 
Yamashita, Mas & Norma  
   Jean 

Kushida, Albert & Mitzi 
Mary Kay - Kathy Yoshimura 

Morinaga Nutritional Foods, Inc - Tofu 
Muranaka, Charles and Karen 
Murphy, Marian and Dennis 

Oda, Rachel 
Okui, Tadao and Lois 

Clever, Jill and Willard 
Disney Interactive - Jennifer Muranaka 

Doomey, John and Liz 
Inoue, Kei 

Ishimoto, Reid, Brooke, Lance & Mary 
Keiro 

Komoto, Jayne 

O'Neill, Coleen 
PCSC - Tote Bags 

Pepperidge Farms– Craig Tanaka 
Q&B Foods, Inc. - Kewpie Onion 

Dressing  
SFVJACC Hot Meal  

Upper Crust - Panko Bread Crumbs 

- Continued from the Front Page. 

Continued on Page 6. 
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Super  
Bingo  

Volunteers 
 Listed on 

Page 7. 

Arii, Kelvin 
Asanuma, Craig 
Asuncion, Jean 
Botz, Keiko 
Campos, Katherine 
Chiba, Kimiaki 
Clever, Jill 
Corpuz, Madeline 
Date, Stan 
Davis, Sumi 
Davis, Teri 
Docken, Shirley 
Doomey, John 
Emmons, Penny 
Fong, Jean 
Giegoldt, Asako 
Goka Jr, John 
Goto, Grace 
Gotori, Mary 
Hamamoto, Jennifer 
Hamamoto, Sally 
Hamamoto, Scott 
Hashimoto, Etsuko 
Hashimoto, Hitomi 
Hatano, Kazumi 
Howe, Nancy 
Inoue, Kei 
Inouye, Eric 
Isa, Derrick 
Ito, Laurel 
Iwamasa, Grace 
Kadonaga, Larry 

Kagiyama, Wendy 
Kaku, Pauline 
Kami, Kay 
Kanagi, Chisato 
Kasahara, Pattie 
Kawamoto, Raymond 
Kobayashi, Joanne 
Kodani, Powell 
Komoto, Jayne 
Kuratomi, Linda 
Kus, Michiko 
Mahuna, Revon 
Malunao, Gloria 
Matsumira, Rose 
Miyagishima, Kevin 
Miyagishima, Richard 
Miyagishima, Sharlene 
Moriguchi, Reiko  
Morikawa, Dean 
Mui, Ken 
Nakada, Doug 
Nakamoto, Laurel 
Nakamura, Richard 
Nakata, Sam 
Negoro, Isabelle 
Nicklaus, Debbie 
Niwa, Amy 
Oda, Kyoko 
Okamura, Art 
Okui, Jon 
O'Neill, Colleen 
Otake, Julie 

Plaskow, Diane 
Sakaguchi, Pattie 
Sakatani, Charlene 
Sasaki, Stephen 
Sato, Eiji 
Shimizu, Paul 
Shinbashi, Ritsuko 
Shinsato, Raymond 
Shiotani, Tami 
Sogabe, Ikuko 
Stewart, Stephanie 
Sujishi, Michie 
Sunabe, Julie 
Takayama, Linda 
Takeshita, June 
Tanaka, Denise 
Tanaka, Leonard 
Toda, Toshi 
Uyehara, Mark 
Wada, Pauline 
Watanabe, Kyoko 
Woo, Cynthia 
Yamada, Katsuko 
Yamamoto, Gary 
Yamamoto, Janet 
Yamane, Teddy 
Yamaoka, Ruby 
Yamasaki, Erika 
Yamashita, Diane 
Yamashita, Norma Jean 
Yoneoka, Jolene 
Yoshimura, Kathy 

Muranaka, Karen (Co-Chair) 
Pearlstein, Tiffany (Co-Chair) 
 

Arriola, Kasey 
Chow, Dana 
Doomey, Liz 
Inouye, Kaili 
Kimura, Patti 
Lau, Diana 
Masuda, Diane 
Miyata, Isabelle 

Motoyasu, Kendra 
Negoro, Harvey 
Okui, Amy 
Okui, Lois 
Tomita, Jaclyn 
Tsuneishi, Jeremy 
Yoshimura, Kathy 
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- Continued from Page 5. 

Flea Market 

Doomey, Liz* 
Asuncion, Jean 
Corpuz, Maddy 
Emmons, Penny 
Endow, Kamryn/ 
                  Peyton 
Fukunaga, Audrey 
Gotori, Mary 
Hamamoto, Scott 
Evan Muranaka 
Kami, Kay 
Kumagai, Steve 

Silent Auction 

Muranaka, Karen* 
Chow. Dana 
Kadonaga, Jennie 
Okui, Amy 
Takayama, Nancy 
Endow, Kamryn 
Murata, Lani 

Emcee & Bingo Games 

Inouye, Kaili (Emcee) 
Motoyasu, Kendra 
(Emcee) 
Ortega, Olivia 
Tsuneishi, Jeremy 

Dessert Boxes 

Pearlstein, Tiffany* 
Miyagishima, Sharlene 
Miyagishima, Richard 
Pearstein, Josh/Olivia 
Tatsumi, Sharon 

Raffle 

Asao, Stevie* 
Endow, Kamryn/Peyton 
Murata, Lani 
Pearlstein, Olivia 

Photographer 

Muranaka, Ryan 

Servers & Runners 

Chow, Brandon 
Hirota, Declan 
Inoshita, Luke 
Kadonaga, Troy 
Endow, Kamryn/ 
                   Peyton 
Muranaka, Evan 
Murata, Lani/Mikey 
Lo, Parker 
Pearlstein, Josh 
Toledo, Harper/  
                   Lennon 
Tsuneishi, Wes/Emi/ 
               Sydney/Lily 
Watanabe, Tenka 

Gold Package  

Packets 

Yamada, Kay 

Beverages 

Watanabe, Kiyo* 
Yoneoka, Harris* 
Fukunaga, Audrey 
Inoshita, Luke 
Miyagishima, Richard 
Pearlstein, Josh/Olivia 
Tatsumi, Sharon 
Tsuneishi, Jeremy/Wes 

Flea Market (Con’t) 

Lau, Bing 
Masuda, Diane 
Monji, Curtis 
Nagatoshi, Lily 
Nakada, Doug 
Nakamura, Richard 
Stewart, Stephanie 
Shinbashi, Ken 
Tokunaga Kus,  
                    Michiko 
Yamada, Kay 

Gift Bags 

Yoshimura, Kathy* 
Arriola, Kasey* 
Arriola, Ramon 
Docken, Shirley/ 
                      Terry 
Fukunaga, Audrey 
Miyata, Isabelle 
Negoro Harvey 
Pearlstein, Tiffany/ 
                      Olivia 
Tanaka, Denise 
Yoshimura, Steve 

Dessert Donations 

Chow, Dana 
Mariano, Tracey 
Miyagishima, Sharlene 
Nakamura, NJ 
Stewart, Stephanie 
Teraoka, Jolene 
Tsuneishi, Nicole 

(On right) SFVJACC Rei No Mai with Bando 
Hidesomi & LA Taiko Ichiza. 

Christine Inoue (center) and Rei 
No Mai students, Leah Heap and      
Kristine Kimotsuki-Henschke. 

     Recently students from the SFVJACC dance 
class “Rei No Mai” performed at the Hollenbeck 
Retirement Home along with  Bando Hidesomi 
and LA Taiko Ichiza. This special performance 
was for Aki Matsuri, in celebration of the     
changing season. 
     Rei No Mai meets on the second (2

nd
) and 

fourth (4
th
) Saturdays of the month at 1 PM.       

at the Community Center. Contact Christine       
Inouye (christineinouye@yahoo.com) for  more 
information. (See “Dance For Joy” ad on page 
17.) 

SFVJACC “REI NO MAI” - DANCING FOR JOY! 

mailto:christineinouye@yahoo.com
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SFVJACC SENIOR ACTIVITIES - To register for events, contact:  

lizdoomey@yahoo.com or 818-429-4096 
 

Thank you to the clubs listed below for your donations to Super Bingo 2024. Your support of the 
CC is appreciated! 
 

Arts and Crafts - Mondays, from 10 AM to 12 Noon in the conference room. Come learn    
different crafts from our members. We are making lei, necklaces, candy canes, and small   
candy holders for all occasions. Give us a request and we will find an instructor for the new 
craft item. 

Exercise Class - Tuesdays 9-10 AM in the Sakaguchi Hall and Fridays 10-11 AM in the Dojo. Rubber Band           
Resistance, Stretch, Balance, some cardio and Light Free Weights. Mrs. Hiroyo Sakaguchi has just started           
exercises with yoga balls and now has added Yoga.  We are still looking for a Yoga instructor to add another day to 
our exercise program.  If you or know anyone with yoga experience interested being our instructor, please 
contact me.  These exercises can be adapted to chair exercises also. 
Movie Review Club - First Monday of each month (unless it’s a holiday, then the 2

nd
 Monday). From 12 Noon to 

about 2:30 PM.  Bring a lunch, watch and discuss a variety of movies. Movie for November was Casablanca,        
December will be Miracle on 34

th
 Street, and January is Planes, Trains, and Automobiles. Come join us if you are 

interested or have suggestions for other films.   
Dining with the Chef - The next class will be February 9

th 
(Kabocha cooked 

three different ways).  The class fee is $20. Class starts at 2 pm in the kitchen 
at the CC. We limited to 20 so register early. Chef John Nishio does the Far 
East Feasts for Grateful Crane Ensemble and enjoys showing us how to make 
a variety of dishes.  If you are interested, 

Nishio demonstrated Tofu in 5 different dishes.  

Keiro’s Virtual Classes 

To register for the classes below, go to www.keiro.org/what-we-do/classes/qol-classes 
 

 Cooking With Oba-Chan: Okinawan Goya - Thursday, December 5, 2024 (2-3 pm) - Learn how to make a quick, 
healthy, and tasty meal passed down from an Okinawan Oba-Chan. Learn about Okinawan cuisine, a goya (bittermelon) 
recipe, and how this dish has influenced an Okinawan Oba-Chan’s life. 

 Navigating Local Transportation With Confidence - Thursday, December 12, 2024 (2-3 pm) - Expand your  
power of choice in this class on alternative transportation. We will share resources on affordable shuttles for older 
adults, rideshare apps, and public transportation that expand your power of choice.  

JANUARY 11, 2025 
See Flyer on Page 19. 

mailto:lizdoomey@yahoo.com
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SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple 

 It was a wonderful day for a tea party!   
     On Sunday, October 27th, many ladies and gentlemen spent a       
leisurely afternoon sipping tea, conversing with good friends, and nibbling 

on sandwiches and scones. In keeping with the season, the tables were decorated in a 
pretty autumn theme. 
     The event was made extra special by the attendance of our new Rev. Yukari, and 
her husband, Kuni-san, Rev. Stacy and her husband, Eric, and Rev. JP and his wife, 
Beatrice.   
     After opening gassho by Rev. Yukari, the party started with tempting  appetizers of 
bacon quiche, and ham and cheese quiche. This was followed by dainty cream tea 
scones and a refreshing green salad with Japanese Ginger Carrot dressing. Four types 
of tea sandwiches were served next: Curried Chicken Salad, Benedictine Cucumber, 

Egg Salad, and Roast 
Beef. Finally, various  mouthwatering desserts were laid 
out for the choosing. All of this, plus  a variety of teas, 
were served by our attentive JrYBA kids and their        
parents.   
     Everyone was all smiles and no one left the party    
hungry!  We hope you will be able to join us for our next 
tea party in May!   
     Our Buddhist Women’s Association is collecting      
children books to donate to a children’s hospital. Books 
must be brand new to avoid infection. Please consider 
donating to this worthwhile cause which will run through 
the end of December. 
     Our annual Mochitsuki will be on Sunday, December 
8th. This is a major fundraiser, second only to Obon. We 
encourage everyone to come out from 8:00 am and     
see how much fun it is to work alongside your fellow         
community members!   
     The San Fernando Valley Hongwanji Buddhist      
Temple wishes everybody a safe and wonderful holiday 
season!  See you all in 2025! 
     

Tea Time 
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 Yard Sale - The annual SFVJLI Yard Sale was a success, raising a  
total of $1500 for the school. Thank you to everyone who donated items 
and time, and everyone who came out to shop and support the school. 
We also wish to give a special thank you to Councilwoman Monica    
Rodriguez; she and her team provided bins that made clean up easy.  

 Curry Rice Sale - The annual Curry Rice Sale was a success; parents 
and volunteers made approximately 250 servings and sold out. We'd 
like to thank everyone who volunteered their time and effort to help 
make the delicious chicken curry, and to everyone who ordered and 
supported the SFVJLI.  

 Minyo Dance with Lisa Hashimoto - November 16th, from 1PM-2PM, 
SFVJLI hosted our first 
Minyo Dance class with 
Sensei Lisa Hashimoto. Dance students of all ages learned two 
traditional Minyo dances from the Nagoya prefecture and had a 
great time doing so. We appreciate Hashimoto Sensei and her 
students coming to visit from Little Tokyo, and look forward to the 
next class. 

 2024 Holiday Program - The Annual SFVJLI Holiday Program 
will be held on December 14th in Sakaguchi Hall from 8:30 AM-
12:30 PM. This will close out the Japanese school year for 2024.  
 

Thank you for supporting the San Fernando Valley Japanese  
Language Institute. 
 

San Fernando Valley Japanese Language Institute       
By Jessica Kelly, Publishing PTA Member  

 

 Hello all Meiji Clubmembers! 
 

 Somehow we survived the long hot 
summer weather. But at the same time, 

we also lost some of our friends. Although it is a part of life, 
we still feel sad to say goodbye. All of us should try to enjoy 
our lives as long as we live. 
     We had a day trip to Chumash Casino on October 10. 
Some people earned some money and others used their 
money have a good time. It was exciting to spend time    
together. 
     We also had the final BINGO games for this year. One 
lucky person won $100 and others won $50 and $25. In the   
future, the Meiji Club will offer our members 
more opportunities to have good times together. 
     For the year 2025, we have started to offer 
renewal memberships for $25. We are also   
selling tickets for the annual Meiji New Year’s 
Luncheon, scheduled on January 18, 2025. The 
price of $30 includes obento and entertainment. 
     The New Year is quickly approaching. We 
are hoping for more seniors to join the Meiji 
Club and for new faces to join the board. We 
wish everyone a safe and healthy life. 
 

Toshi Toda 
Meiji Senior Club President 

SFV MEIJI SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB             
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SF Shooting Stars 
  Girls Prep Division 

1st Place Champions 

L to R:  Coach Wesley 
Tanijiri, Kayla Tanijiri,   
Allyson Nagatsuka,     

Sarah Louie, Alana Yeck, 
Kaylee Kawaguchi,      

Mikayla Reyes, Kaelyn 
Yoshizawa, Caylee 

Fuentes, Coach Justin 
Yoshizawa 

Hollywood Dodgers Las Vegas Invitational Tournament      August 10-11, 2024 

VFW Tournament      October 19-20, 2024 

 

SF Tanookis       
 

4th Grade Boys Gold Division 

3rd Place 

Back Row (L to R): Assistant 
Coach Robb Mochizuki,  James 
Jenkins, Parker Gort, Sebastian 

Ongsingco, Nathan Morales,    
Tyler Matignas, Head  

Coach Mike Gort 

Front Row (L to R): Kenzo     Mo-
chizuki, Ren Tahara, Troy Mina, 

Zack Koop, Gio Masuda 

 
SF Starburst       

 

6th Grade Girls  
Silver Division 

2nd Place 

Standing:  Katelyn Woo, 
Aila Low,  Mina Duong, Lily 

Tsuneishi, Keira Yeck, 
Averie Yeom, Shanna     
Hamidi, Leia Nagasugi,  
Sofia Kwan, Ellie Yeck 

 

Bottom:  Beth Teraoka 
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VFW Tournament      October 19-20, 2024 

L to R:  Coach Kenneth Nakata, Coach Michael Takiguchi, Hayes Geromini, Devan Lama, Bivan Shrestha,          
Lucas Kwan, Aaron Leom, Ethan Adjei, Evan Yoshizawa, Dexter Rhodes, Joshua Takiguchi,                                           

Chase Nakata, Coach Justin Yoshizawa 

SF Dominators 
7th Grade Boys Division     2nd Place 

L to R:  Eric Kim, Nikko Masuda, Kaeden Tsutsui, Aiden Gort, Grant Que, Tyler                                                                     
Uemura,  Carson Uemura, Mason Phan 

SF Tigers   

6th Grade Boys Silver Division      2nd Place 

 

SF Shooting Stars 
  10th Grade Girls Division 

2nd Place 

 
 L to R: Kaelyn Yoshizawa, 

Caylee Fuentes, Mikayla     
Reyes, Kaylee Kawaguchi,      
Allyson Nagatsuka, Alana   

Yeck, Kayla Tanijiri 
 

Coaches Wesley Tanijiri and 
Justin Yoshizawa 
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Lunch is Better When We Eat Together                   By NJ Nakamura 
 

     What will I eat for lunch today? Should I make instant ramen or go to McDonalds?  Better yet, come join us 
at the SFV JACC “Hot Meal” senior lunch on Fridays. Kei Inoue and her kitchen staff prepare delicious home 
cooked meals. For the bargain price of $6, your plate will usually have a main dish, vegetables, tsukemono, 
fresh green salad and steamed rice. Once a month, there is an extra special dessert. It is a whipped cream 
Birthday Day cake from Rose Bakery.  

     This lunch program started in 1982, approximately 42 years ago. At 
that time, Sally Hamamoto was teaching a craft class in the gym and 
thought it would be nice if those seniors could have a home cooked lunch. 
Since Rev. Ren Kimura was always in the gym, working on the Community 
Center (CC) Newsletter, she mentioned her idea of having a lunch        
program for seniors. Rev. Ren then suggested that she & the activities   
director, Tom Doi, invite the members of the Holiness church to a lunch to 
test her idea. 
     That first lunch, on Feb 19, 1982, had approximately 20 people. They 
were served chicken teriyaki, spinach, namasu salad with daikon and    
carrots, tangerines, tsukemono, sesame cookies, tea and punch. That one 
meal was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated by those seniors. The      
following month, a “Lunch Program” was started and those monthly meals 
cost $2.00. 
Many CC members volunteered to help out in the kitchen. The first kitchen 
helpers were Aya Hiraoka, Eiko Muto and Chiz Morita. They were later 
joined by Jane Sato and Clarae Muraoka. Eventually, when the meals 
were being prepared once a week, the husbands started to help out: Ray-

mond Muraoka and Willy Morita.  
     There were others who made very generous contributions. One example was during Sally’s visit to the Fish 
King market in downtown LA. Sally’s sister worked in the market’s office with the manager. That manager     
offered to donate fresh fish to the “Lunch Program.” 
     Donations were also made by Loretta Yokoyama, the owner of Musashi Restaurant. She donated 100 lbs of 
rice every month, along with chopsticks and soy sauce 
     Sally’s nephew, Harold Muraoka, was able to establish an agreement with the     fishermen in San Diego. 
That agreement allowed the fishermen to donate their catches of fresh tuna to the CC. Various people would 
drive to San Diego to pickup those large fish, including Timbo Whitesell, Henry Yamamura, Bob Makuta and 
many others. The fresh fish provided many meals of “sashimi.” for the seniors. 
     Sally planned all the meals and did all the shopping. Her daughter, Jennifer, remembers  shopping at Costco 
and other stores for reasonably priced meats. The salad ingredients  were either donated or purchased from 
Sunland Produce. 
     Some of the lunch menu dishes were meatloaf, roast pork, udon, pork chow mein, turkey, umani, tri-tip, 
black cod, Rancho spaghetti, lamb curry, tofu beef, egg foo young, chicken divan, yaki soba and beef stew. 
     Eventually, a second lunch program was added on Tuesdays. The price for lunch on    Tuesdays was $2 and 
the Friday meals were $3. Later the price for lunch increased to $3 on Tuesdays and $4 for Fridays. 
     In 1989, Bill Richards was hired by the CC as the “Human Services” director. He wrote  yearly grants to the 
city of Los Angeles for the funding of the Lunch Program. Some of those grant funds were used to pay the     
salaries for Bill, Sally and the office receptionist, Hiroko Beckler. 
     When the city stopped funding the lunch program in 2004, the CC board wanted to    continue the lunch pro-
gram and agreed to pay the expenses to do so and to pay    Sally’s salary. That is when Geoff & Sachi Arai     
volunteered to manage the lunch program for free. The CC board members approved their services.  
     Sally was ready to retire and a luncheon was planned. An impressive farewell luncheon, held at the CC, 
was given in Sally’s honor for her 22 years of service.  
     Neither Geoff nor Sachi cooked, so the majority of the meals were prepared by Eiko    Muto. Geoff was the 
kitchen supervisor. Sachi shopped for the meats at Costco and    Ruby Yamaoka bought the produce. Since the 
donated fish was frequently on the menu, the program was able to save money with those meals.  
     Kei Inoue began volunteering in the kitchen in 2009. Later, after Geoff suffered a stroke in 2014, Kei 
stepped up to supervise the lunch program. 
     Anyone and everyone are invited to the Hot Meal senior lunches at the CC. Eat a delicious lunch without the 
fuss and mess of cooking it yourself. Sit down and be served pork tonkatsu, maguro tuna sashimi, kalua pork/
cabbage, chicken curry, oyako donburi or roast pork. Talk story to your old friends and make new friends      
because eating together is so much better! 

Sally Hamamoto (sitting) with             
(L to R):  Kei Inoue, Diane Yoneoka, 

Pauline Kaku.   
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SFVJACC GRANT UPDATES               By Garry Monji 

SENIOR MEAL HOME DELIVERY PROGRAM UPDATE - This program has a active delivery roster of 55 participants. 
We currently have participants who as a result of falls or other medical issues are in rehab or other types of care facilities. 
As the program continues to evolve, our roster changes with the participants’s health and personal needs. It is very      
common for participants to undergo medical procedures followed by treatment at a rehab facility and then return to the 
program once returning home.  CC membership amongst recipients has increased to its current over 87% level.  The meal 
recipient and volunteer survey results will be issued late November (Results were delayed as I was out for the month of 
August). Current Volunteers who assemble the meals being delivered include Keiko Goslin, Pauline Kaku, Maddy Corpuz, 
Kay Saevivat, Mieko Kim, Lei Shinsato, and Jean Shinsato. Kei Inoue, Carol Miyake, Linda Takayama, Wendy Kageyama, 
Diane Yoneoka and others from the Hot Meal program who not only prepare our Friday meals but also play key roles in        
ensuring that our meals are ready for delivery on schedule.  Meals are delivered to our participants on Tuesdays and    
Fridays. Our volunteer drivers include Kay/Kyoko Oda, Henry/Linda Asao, Shirley/Terry Docken, Carolyn/Aaron Sanwo, 
Sharlene Miyagishima, Anne Koga, Pauline Kaku, Margaret Takimoto, Susan Shojinaga, Keiko Goslin, Wendy Kageyama, 
Mayko Martinez, Harvey Negoro, Ken Niji, and May Wood.  We are grateful for the addition of Dennis/Susan Taguchi, and 
Chuck Itagaki who recently joined the volunteer team as drivers.  Supplies are purchased by Audrey Fukunaga ensuring 
that the program has the supplies and food stuffs required for delivery bag assembly. Alan and Masami Kosaka, and their 
PCSC company, have again generously donated Hot/Cold bags for our delivery drivers. Jack Takeshita continues to make 
name tags for the volunteers so our meal recipients can more easily identify the program volunteers. As our       Seniors 
age and face life’s challenges, we are expecting the program to continue to grow. The volunteer team would like to be 
able to meet this growing demand.  If you or someone you know might be interested in volunteering, please contact Bing 
Lau at (818) 899-1989 or Garry Monji at (626) 818-
1509 or via email at garry.monji.1509@gmail.com   
Whether you are able to volunteer once per week, 
twice per week, or once or twice per month, your ef-
forts are welcome.  We will adjust to your availability. 
The Senior Meal Home    Delivery program is funded 
through donations as well with the support of the 
SFVJACC Board of Directors. We    extend a sincere 
thank you to our CC family for all of your support. 
COVID Test Kits Received for Upcoming Holiday 
Events - In November of 2024, the Community       
Center received 3,200 Rapid COVID tests, which 
brings the number of free test kits to 39,000. Each kit 
contains 2 tests. Tests are available to Community 
Center groups and continue to be shared with       
community partner groups. County of Los Angeles 
Public Health continues to provide Covid Test kits to 
non-profit organizations. Our current inventory of tests 
have expiration dates in July of 2026.  Tests may be 
obtained for your groups or family holiday gatherings 
by coordinating pick up with Bing Lau.  A supply is also 
available on the front counter of Sakaguchi Hall, and 
visitors are welcome to help themselves for family       
or other holiday gatherings. Recent tests have            
been shared with the Pasadena JCI Senior Group,          
Pasadena Buddhist Church, Valley Japanese        
Community Center, Keiro Services, Gardena Valley    
Baptist Church, Faith Methodist Church (Torrance),     
Sunrise Foursquare Church, and the SFV Hongwanji 
Buddhist Temple. We encourage all of you to make 
use of these kits, and test so that medications        
available to lessen the effects of COVID can be used 
when most effective. Upcoming Grant Applications:  
On October 31

st
, 2024, a grant proposal was submitted 

to the Honda Foundation. The award notices will not 
be announced until Spring of 2025. Report format was 
changed for this year’s application. If you or your    
group has any ideas or see a need that a grant might 
address, please contact Garry Monji by email at       
garry.monji.1509@gmail.com or at (626) 818-1509. 
You may also contact Bing Lau at the Community   
Center office (818) 899-1989. 

mailto:garry.monji.1509@gmail.com
mailto:garry.monji.1509@gmail.com
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                                                     By Old Wakaba, Bud Sagara 
 

     Where did 2024 go so quickly?  I’ve noticed that as I get older, time seems to fly by faster than when I was a kid.   
Childhood is timeless because kids live in the present.  Of course they are making memories as the days pass with   
Christmas kind of marking the end of the year, but they really don’t feel the weight of time like adults do.  Kids marginally 
believe that “When I grow up” is at some distant future while as a senior, I realize that it was only a twinkling that turned 
the page from child to adult and then to grandpa; and all the while, the sun continues to shine in the Valley as life goes on. 
     Once upon a time, there lived two Issei brothers who had adjoining farms in the west San Fernando Valley in the 
1930’s.  There were many farmers of Japanese origin and other farmers from every race and tongue working the land in 
this open, undeveloped area.  The brothers worked cooperatively by sharing farm machinery, giving each other a helping 
hand, and buying seed and fertilizer together for bulk discounts.  One day, there was a huge argument between the broth-
ers; hurtful words were exchanged and each huffed off to their own farms never to speak to one another for weeks. 
     This was the time of the Great Depression which was the greatest economic downturn in the history of industrialized 
nations and the United States was not exempt. Unemployment was at 25% of the workforce and for those who were     
fortunate enough to have jobs, their pay was cut on average 40%.  These were tough times when men would go from fac-
tory to factory and door to door looking for any kind of work.   
     One day, a man showed up at the door of the older Issei brother and asked if there were any jobs on the farm that he 
could help with. The man said that he was a carpenter by trade. The older brother told the carpenter, “See that farm 
across the dry wash?  That farm belongs to my younger brother and I don’t want to see his ugly face again.  I’ll hire you to 
repair the broken fence that runs along the dry wash so our farms will be permanently separated.  You can use the lumber 
piled up beside my barn.” 
     The carpenter said, “I know this trouble all too well.  Just show me where you keep the shovels, tools, and nails and I’ll 
guarantee that the finished job will please you.”  After showing the carpenter where things were, the older brother left to go 

into town for supplies. When the older brother returned near sunset, he was surprised that the 
carpenter had already finished his work and was awestruck at what stood before him. In place of 
a fence, there stood a wide, wooden bridge spanning the dry wash.  It was a masterpiece, with    
sturdy handrails and a smooth, gradual rise in the middle.   
     All the neighbors had wandered down to see this prominent structure that had miraculously 
sprung up in an afternoon. The older brother then saw his younger brother coming over the 
bridge with his arms open wide. The younger brother said, “You’re my big brother who always 
makes things right. Instead of a fence, you build a bridge between us after all those terrible 
things I said to you.  I’m so sorry.  Can you forgive me?”  The two brothers hugged and all was 

well again.  As the carpenter was about to leave, the older brother yelled to him, “Wait, please stay a few days, there’s lots 
of jobs around my farm and my brother’s farm.”  The carpenter replied, “I’d love to stay, but I have many more fences to 
tear down and bridges to build.” 
     How many times in our lives have we put up fences or created artificial boundaries to exclude others from our lives?   

There will always be dry washes, barriers, and chasms that surround us; some created by things out of our control, some 

by the actions of others, but too many are created by our own pride and stubbornness.  Jesus of Nazareth, the Messiah, is 

the one who tears down fences and builds bridges.  He left his heavenly home to be born as a helpless baby in the little 

town of Bethlehem.  As a youth, he learned the trade of carpentry and later became a homeless, humble rabbi.  He led a 

perfect sinless life and then laid it down on the cross as the perfect sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins.  On the third day,  

he was resurrected and is now seated at the right hand of God the Father.  Jesus is the master builder who bridges the 

gap between holy God and sinful man.  The apostle Paul teaches us in 1 Timothy 2:5, “For  

there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”   

This is not only true for salvation, but for practical everyday life.  Jesus bridges the gap  

between all that we lack and all that God has to offer and He bridges the gap between  

what we are now and all that God created us to be. 

     While we will never even touch the hem of God’s heavenly garment through  

our own efforts, Jesus Christ can go right to the throne of God because God is  

well pleased with Him.  When we are united with Christ through faith, God is  

pleased with us as well, not because of our merits but because of Jesus’  

righteousness.  As we gather with family and friends to celebrate Christmas,  

remember what it is really all about-- the birth of the Messiah, the Savior, who  

came to save sinners like you and me. 
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Learn basic movements along with 

proper Japanese dance  etiquette. 

Dancing is great for your overall 

health and well-being. Come move 

your body and stay active!  

Move Your Body 

Class Details 

Free trial class. Classes are held     

the 2nd and 4th Saturday of the  

month, from 1-2 pm at       

the San Fernando Valley       

Japanese American       

Community Center. $10    

per class.  Please contact   

Christine Inouye for        

more info at                             

christineinouye@yahoo.com  

 

All Are Welcome 

All ages are welcome. No one        

is too old or young to learn         

Japanese dancing! 

These are not just Obon  

dances!  These are traditional 

and modern style Japanese 

folk dances with a Minyo twist. 

You’ll learn  dances to popular 

Japanese songs. 

Traditional With A Twist 

 

SEEKING QUEEN CANDIDATE FOR 2025 
 

As part of the annual Nisei Week Festival, we are seeking  
a queen candidate to represent the SFVJACC. 

 
Qualifications: 
 

1. Single woman who has never 
been married or had children 

2. Between the ages of 19 to 26 
years as of August 9, 2025 

3. 25% Japanese ethnicity 
4. USA citizen or legal permanent 

resident 
5. Family involvement with our  
    Community Center 

 
Contact NJ Nakamura for  

more information 
818-624-2137 or  

  njnakamura.nj@gmail.com 

 

 

WELCOME 

NEW MEMBERS 

June Berk 

Nancy Howe 

Heather Mack 

Tiffany Fornof 

Adelle Lutz 

Mervyn Kaya 

George Parker 

Ken Morita  
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Super Bingo Order Form  
on the page 21. 
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Find the words above in the puzzle on the right. Words are written in straight lines forwards,   
backwards, up, down and diagonally. When you find a word, circle or highlight the word.   

AKEMASHITE BRUINS BUCKWHEAT              FOOTBALL   
HAUOLIMAKAHIKIHOU HAWAII BOWL        KAGAMEMOCHI       LAKERS   
MOCHITSUKI                      NOODLES OMEDETOGOZAIMASU  OMISOKA 
OSECHI OZONI PARADE  ROSEBOWL   
SHOGATSU SOBA TANGERINE  TOSHIKOSHI    
TROJANS WARRIORS   
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Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship 
For Academic Excellence  

The Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi Scholarship is the most prestigious recognition awarded at the San Fernando Valley      
Japanese American Community Center. He was a life long member who supported the San Fernando Valley Judo 
Club, Alemany High School football team, SFV JACL, and many other community organizations like the UCLA Nisei 
Bruins, Japanese American  National Museum, Japanese American Cultural and Community Center. The Scholarship 
is intended for high school and college students who exhibit excellence in scholarship, leadership, and service. This 
in an endowed scholarship provided by the family.  

 
Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Visual and Performing Arts Scholarship 

For Visual or Performing Arts  

The Kay Kazuko Sakaguchi Visual and Performing Arts Scholarship is given in memory of Kazuko Sakaguchi, wife of 
Dr. Sanbo Sakaguchi and a patron of the arts including the Asian American Symphony. This scholarship was started 
by her niece, Helen Nina Oda Abe and is earmarked for students who are interested in pursuing a future in the        
visual and/or performing arts. *A video of performance or sample portfolio is required. This in an endowed                        
scholarship provided by the family.  

 
Lily Sakaguchi Thibodeaux Service Scholarship 

For Leadership and Service 

The Lilly Thibodeaux Scholarship is in memory of the beloved grandmother, mother, aunt and friend of the           
Community  Center who inspired us with her love and determination.  This scholarship is earmarked for well rounded 
students who show promise.  This in an endowed scholarship provided by the family.  

 
 

Daniel T. Nagasawa Scholar Athlete Scholarship 
For High School and College Scholar Athletes 

Dr. Daniel Nagasawa is a neurosurgeon whose vision is to help others. He is an example for the younger generation 
when he expresses his gratitude with this scholarship. This scholarship is open to high school and college students 
who may be scholar athletes. This in an endowed scholarship provided by Daniel T. Nagasawa.  

 

SFVJACC  SCHOLARSHIPS WILL BE AVAILABLE SOON  

All the SFVJACC Scholarships are open to graduating high school seniors of SFVJACC who  
has demonstrated academic excellence, extracurricular activities and service to school, local,  

and/or Asian community, especially with the SFVJACC. 

SFVJACC Scholarship Applications Will Be Available  

Soon On The CC Website. 

Go to https://www.sfvjacc.com/

scholarships.html 

Or Scan The QR Code  
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SAN FERNANDO VALLEY 
HONGWANJI BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

9450 Remick Avenue, Pacoima, CA 91331 
818 899-4030    sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 

www.sfvhbt.org 

Chatsworth West  
United Methodist 
Church 

 

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors 

10824 Topanga Canyon Blvd. 

Chatsworth, CA 91311 

818 341-1270 
 

E-mail: chatsworthumc@juno.com 
FAX: 818 341 1271 

 

Pastor:  Eric Iki 
Lay Leader: Jim Melichar 

9610 Haddon Avenue 
Pacoima, CA 91331 

(2 blocks east of Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
between Branford and Osborne St.)  

 

Office Phone:  

818 896-1676 (English) 
 

(818) 899-4115 (Japanese) 
 

Please refer to our website for more 
information:  www.crosswaysfv.org 

 

Interim Pastor 

Pastor In Hyun 

We are doing hybrid services and are 
gathering on campus while maintain-
ing the online streaming presence on 
Sundays. 
 

9:00 am Adult Christian Education   
10:00 am  Worship Service 
11:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 

For more information, email -        
info@crosswaysfv.org 

Due to the changing times of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, services are  
being held on Sundays at 10 am and 
bible study on Thursdays at  10 am and 
7 pm through Zoom. 

 
If you would like to join the     

services or bible study meetings,  
call (818) 341-1270 or email at  

chatsworthumc@juno.com 

SUNRISE JAPANESE  
FOURSQUARE CHURCH 

Join us for our worship services on            
Sundays at 10:30 am through Facebook at  

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?

ref=page_internal 

Church address: 
5853 Laurel Canyon Blvd. 
Valley Village, CA 91607 

 

Pastors:   
Rev. Paul Iwata 

Rev. James Iwata 

Resident Minister: Rev. Yukari Torii 
Temple Co-Presidents: Linnae McKeever 
                                      Linda Miyamoto 
 

Services are hybrid (in-person and Zoom). 
Please contact the temple if you wish to be 
included on the Zoom invitation list. Please 
check our website for updates. Thank you, 
and be safe and well. 

December 
  1  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

and Bodhi Day service 
  8  11 am - 1 pm  Mochi pick-up (no           
                        service) 
15  10:00 am  Regular service 
22  10:00 am  Regular service 
29                   No service 
31   6:00 pm  New Year’s Eve service 
 
January 
  1  10:00 am  New Year’s Day service 
  5  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

service 
12  10:00 am  Ho-onko service; New Year 

party 
19  10:00 am  Regular service 
26  10:00 am  Regular service 
 
February 
  2  10:00 am  Shotsuki monthly memorial 

service and Annual General 
Meeting 

  9  10:00 am  Shakyamuni Buddha’s me-
morial service 

16  10:00 am  Regular service 
23                   No service 
 
Your donations gratefully accepted: 

-  Zelle to sfvhbt@sfvhbt.org 
-  PayPal on sfvhbt.org or 
-  check mailed to SFVHBT (address 

above) 
 
 

http://www.sfvhbt.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
http://www.sfvhc.org
mailto:info@crosswaysfv.org
mailto:chatsworthumc@juno.com
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/sunrisejapanesechurch/posts/?ref=page_internal
http://sfvhbt.org
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COORDINATIING COUNCIL ORGANIZATIONS - MEETINGS - CONTACT PERSONS 

Coordinating Council .................. 3rd Wed., 7:00 PM………...Liz Doomey. ......... 818 429-4096 
Community Center ...................... 1st Wed., 7:00 PM……...Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Athletics ...................................... 3rd Tues., 7:30 PM…...Dana Chow….athletics@sfvjacc.com  
CC News .................................... ……… ........................ Lois Okui ....... lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 
Chatsworth West United Methodist Church………………….. ....................................................  
 ................................................... 2nd Sun., 1:00 PM……..Pastor Eric Iki ............ 818 341-1270 
Crossway Church ....................... 2nd Sun., 12:30 PM .... . ................................... 818 896-1676 
Nikkei Senior Gardens ................ 2nd Thurs. (even months), 7 PM…Shin Ito ...... 818 899-1000 
SFV Bonsai Club ........................ 4th Sun., 8 AM-12 PM Kazuhiko Nakanishi ... ..805 492-3439 
SFV Hongwanji Buddhist Temple…………………………. ………………………………………… 
 ................................................... 2nd Mon., 7:30 PM ..... ..Eric Reardon ............. 818 899-4030 
SFV JACL .................................  2nd Wed., 7:00 PM ..... .Nancy Takayama….… 818 601-6296 
SFV Japanese Language Institute…..3rd Sat., 8:30 AM…...Kiyo Watanabe…… . 818 237-8540 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 818 896-8612 (Office)  
SFV Judo Club .......................... ..4th Wed., 7:03 PM ..... ...Glen Whitesell .......... 661 436-6374  
SFV Meiji Senior Citizens Club .. ..1st Fri., 12:30 PM…..Toshi Toda ..... heiwa.toshi@gmail.com  
Senior Hot Meals ....................... ..Fri., 11:30 AM ............ CC Office ..................... 818 899-1989 
Sunrise Japanese Foursquare Church ........................ Reverend Paul Iwata...... .818 782-8738 
Tuna Canyon Detention Station . ………………………...Kyoko Oda.....nancyoda64@gmail.com 
Valley Japanese Community Center ............................... … .......................... JCC@gmail.com 
……………………………………. 2nd Fri., 7:00 PM ....... Joy Longworth ........... 818-270-6833   

SPECIAL CLASSES 

Aloha Club (Poker)................................ Tuesday (11 AM-3 PM)/Friday (12:30-3:00 PM) .... CC Office .................. 818 899-1989 
Bowling*, (Winnetka Bowl) .................... Tuesday .......................... 9:30 AM ....................... Sandra Yamamoto .... 818 360-0450   
Country Western Music* ....................... Tuesday .......................... 10:00-11:30 AM ............ Janet Schuetze ......... 818 767-1819 
Exercise Class ...................................... Tuesday .......................... 9:00-10:00 AM.............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Exercise Class ...................................... Friday .............................. 10:00-11:00 AM ............ Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Hawaiian Hula (Ohana Pu'uwai Nani) ..... Monday ........................... 11:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Barbara Dempsey ..... 818 300-3615 
Hitomi’s Cooking Class ......................... 2nd Tuesday ................... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... NJ Nakamura ............ 818 893-6503 
Ikenobo Ikebana ................................... 2nd/4th Wednesday ........ 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Mayumi Dennis  ........ 818 224-3346 
Karaoke* ............................................... 1st/3rd Thursday ............. 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 365-8361 
Japanese Dance “Rei No Mai” .............. 2nd/4th Saturday ............. 1:00-2:00 PM ............... Christine Inouye ........ ……………… 
 .............................................................  .......................................  ..................................... ……...christineinouye@yahoo.com 
Line Dancing* ....................................... Thursday ......................... 10:00-11:15 AM ............ Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Movie Club ............................................ 1st Monday ..................... 12:00-3:00 PM.............. Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
Nikkei Bowling League .......................... Friday (Winnetka Bowl) ... 7:00-9:00 PM ............... Stan Date .................. 818 701-6607 
Meiji Ondo Group* ................................ 2nd/4th Friday ................. 7:00-9:00 PM  .............. Janet Yamamoto ....... 818 365-8361 
Ping Pong Club ..................................... Tuesday/Thursday .......... 9:00 AM-3:00 PM ......... Aaron Sanwo ............ 661 755-0584 
Senior Arts & Crafts .............................. Monday ........................... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM ..... Liz Doomey ............... 818 892-7381 
SFV Judo Club ...................................... Mon/Wed/Fri ................... 6:00-9:00 PM ............... Glen Whitesell ........... 661 436-6374  
Tai Chi Class* ....................................... Monday ........................... 9:00-10:00 AM.............. Florence Takaaze ..... 310 202-6693 
Taiko ..................................................... Sunday………….10:00 AM-12:00 PM (For Fun) & 12:30-2:00 PM (Performance Class) 
 ............................................................. ………………….. ............. …………………………………………...sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com                                                                                                         
Taiko (Senior Classes) .......................... Wednesday………10:00-11:00 AM & 11:00 AM-12:00 PM………sfvtaiko@sfvjacc.com 
Ukulele Club ......................................... Friday .............................. 10:00-11:30 AM ............ Call CC Office ........... 818 899-1989 
Volleyball .............................................. Sunday…...6-7:30 PM (Beginners) & 7:30-9 PM (Others)…...(CC Office) 818 899-1989 

 

SUPPORT GROUPS & SERVICES 
Dementia Caregivers Support Group… . 1st Saturday ...........  ... 10:00 AM-12:00 PM .......... Little Tokyo Service Center 
    Online only                                        213 473-3030 
Blood Pressure Screening*………......... 3rd Friday ................... 10:00-11:00 AM ................. Nikkei Pioneer Conference Room 
 
 

*Meiji Senior Citizens’ Activity or Service                             For more information, call the CC at (818) 899-1989.     

Want to reserve the 
Community  Center 

for an event? 

Call CC Office at (818) 
899-1989 or email:               

bing_lau@sfvjacc.com  

Want to submit an     
article for the CC   

Newsletter?  

Email:  
lois_okui@sfvjacc.com 

 

CC Deadline:   
The 15th of every odd 

month. 

 

UPCOMING IN-PERSON EVENTS AT THE CC 

December 4, 2024 
   SFVJACC General Meeting 
 

December 14, 2024 
   SFV Japanese Language Institiute   
   Holiday Program 
 

December 14, 2024 
   SFV Judo Club Christmas Event  

January 11, 2025 
   SFVJACC New Year’s  
    Installation Luncheon 
 

January 18, 2025 
   SFV Senior Club New  
   Year’s Luncheon 

March 29, 2025 
   Project Nozomi Sake Fest 
 

 

January 25, 2025 
   SFV JACL Installation  
   Luncheon 
 

February 16, 2025 
   SFVJACC Day of Remembrance 

mailto:christineinouye@yahoo.com
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SFVJACC Mission Statement 
 

To preserve the Japanese culture and to promote the Japanese American              

experience through education, events, and activities for our community.  

1.  Complete the information below.                                                              

2. Make check payable to “SFVJACC”.                                                          

3. Send your check and this form to:  SFVJACC  
  See Address in the upper left 
  hand corner of this page. 
 

(Please Print) 

Name _____________________________________________________________ Phone  ________________________________  

                              (Last Name)                                  (First Name) 
 

Address  _________________________________________________________________________________________________  
 

City __________________________________________________ State _______ Zip Code  _________________________  
 

Email Address  _______________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Emergency Contact _____________________________________ Phone  _______________________________________  
 

If you would like a paper copy of the newsletter mailed to you, please check the box.    

If you do not want to be listed in future CC Membership Directories, please check the box.    

For information, please call SFVJACC at (818) 899-1989.   Fax is (818) 899-0659.   Website:  www.sfvjacc.com 



Single Membership - $50.00 

Family Membership - $75.00 

 San Fernando Valley Japanese American Community Center 

2025 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
(Membership Period:  January 1 to December 31, 2025) 


