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ELECTION OF 2010 BOARD OF GOVERNORS

The following members have been nominated by the Nominations Committee to serve on the 2010 San Fernando Valley Chapter JACL Board of Governors

BALLOT

If you wish to vote for the entire slate listed below, place an “X” on the line below.

I wish to vote for the entire slate listed below_______

Otherwise, place an “X” after each name for whom you wish to vote, plus any write-in names.  (Note:  write-ins must have the consent of nominees.)

De Guzman, JP
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Doi, Sachie
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Gohata, Nancy
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Hashimoto, Clara
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kameya, Ellen
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kameya, Harold
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kawamoto, Doreen
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Kushida, Mitzi                                     (
Matsuzaki, Kirk
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Merz, Chieko                                       (
Moriguchi, Brian
 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Oda, Nancy
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Okita, Barbara
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Okita, Dennis                                            (


Shigekuni,Marion                               (
Shigekuni, Phil
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Shiraki, Geri
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Takayama, Nancy
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Takimoto, Mabel
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tanaka, Linda
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Tanihana, Jami
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Uyehara, Sam
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yamaguchi, Sumi
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yamamoto, Tak
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yamashita, Mas
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yoshida, Ron
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Yoshino, Karen
 FORMCHECKBOX 

________________________________Send to: Marion Shigekuni
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UPCOMING


EVENTS











COME JOIN US IN THE FUN AND ACTIVITIES





October 10


PSW Awards Dinner





October 20


Third Tuesday Movie Outing





October 31


SFVJACC Clean-up Day





November 17


Third Tuesday Movie Outing





December 11


Christmas Party





January 24, 2010


Installation Luncheon












































Questions or Comments?

















Please email


kyoshino@verizon.net


or send comments to:


Nancy Gohata


14229 Carl Street  


Arleta, CA  91331





Calling All Members and Friends


On Sunday, September 13, 2009 at the SFV JACC, elementary age children wore wide smiles and walked out with huge brown bags filled with handmade origami animals, kokeshi dolls, fish prints, books, floral arrangement and more.  While their grandparents and parents, carried bags filled with Obentos, and were happy for “no cooking tonight.”  This was the scene after our annual Children’s Cultural Day event where everyone had a wonderful time learning about Japanese history and culture.


Our chapter takes pride in sponsoring this program and other meaningful events for the community, but as the old saying goes, “It takes money.”  Although we had many volunteers from other organizations, it takes financial support to purchase the basic items.  Hence, we’re Calling All Members and Friends to join us in our annual primary fundraiser, placing a Holiday Greeting Ad in the Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue.   Our chapter receives approximately 40% of your ad fee.  If you do not wish to place an Ad, we welcome your direct donation to our general fund, which means that our chapter receives 100% of your contribution. 


Your donations, big or small, are all welcomed and appreciated.  Thank you for your continued support.





For the Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue greeting advertisement FORMS please contact any SFV JACL Board member or PC Holiday Ad Committee members:


Nancy Gohata  	818-899-4237		nancygohata@yahoo.com


Mitzi Kushida		818-360-6718		bighisa@aol.com


Barbara Okita		818-784-5128		okitab@yahoo.com


Marion Shigekuni	818-893-1581		pshig2000@verizon.net





If you wish to make a monetary donation, please send your check to:


SFV JACL


c/o Mitzi Kushida, Chair


11641 Porter Valley Drive


Northridge, CA 91326





Deadline for Holiday Ad is November 1st















































                                                                                  





						











      


























                  











          





              








PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE


September 28, 2009





Over the past year, I have learned so much about what makes the SFVJACL so successful. It’s volunteerism. It’s a commitment by so many people to pitch in and help the organization and to help our fellow JAs. First, I would like to thank the Board for their commitment to our chapter. They have worked tirelessly attending the monthly board meetings and scheduling events for our membership. Nancy Oda, and the entire Grandparent’s Day committee, spent a great deal of time putting together a wonderful event for our children, educating them about the JA culture. Mitzi Kushida has worked hard on fundraising for the Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue, along with the many other board members dedicating their time and energy approaching businesses to help support the JACL. I could go on and on. There is so much that goes on behind the scenes and I am grateful to the entire Board for their dedication.





I would also like to thank the many SFVJACL members who also give their time to support the JACL. Many of you braved the heat and helped out in the Doughball booth at the SFV Obon. Several members came out to lend a hand in making food and teaching the kids at Grandparent’s Day. Again, I could go on and on. 





We all have busy lives (yes, even you retirees!!). But somehow, so many of you find time to give back to your community and to support the JACL. Some give their time. Others give money to help support our efforts. Although you may not be acknowledged for all that you do, rest assured your dedication has not gone unnoticed. Quite frankly, our chapter would not exist without your commitment and volunteerism. I am truly humbled by the people in this organization and what they do for others. All of you are selfless, caring individuals who inspire younger generations to care about others. I see it when dealing with younger JAs who are concerned about the environment, who advocate for the civil rights of all people, and who care for the elderly.





It is my privilege to be part of such an organization and, though I may not know many of you, I am thankful to all of you for all that you do for our chapter, the PSW district and JACL as a whole. 





Sincerely,





Brian Moriguchi


















































																												








THIRD TUESDAY MOVIE OUTING


	In August, 16 of us were thoroughly entertained with Julie & Julia.  A movie about the life of Julia Child (Meryl Streep) and the young woman, Julie Powell (Amy Adams), who came to blog about her experiences of cooking every one of the 500 plus recipes from Child’s cookbook Mastering the Art of French Cooking in just one year.  Meryl Streep continues to amaze this movie goer with her superb portrayal of Child, including carrying her 5 feet 6 inch height to Child’s 6 feet plus stature.  Streep is supported by a wonderful cast which includes Stanley Tucci as Paul Child.


	Writer/Director Nora Ephron effectively juxtaposes Child’s experience writing her cookbook with Powell’s frenetic cooking pace to meet the one-year deadline.  Everything works for Ephron as we’re engaged not only with the characters, but all that great food!


In September, eleven of us saw the film “My One and Only”.  Set in the 1950s, Ann Devereaux (Renee Zellweger) is a high society wife whose priority is social events and shopping sprees, rather than her two teenage sons.  After enduring years of infidelity, she decides to leave her philandering bandleader husband, Dan (Kevin Bacon) in a new powder-blue Cadillac Coupe de Ville with her estranged sons.  Since she has grown accustomed to a privileged life style, Ann leaves New York to find a new husband and father for sons George (Logan Lerman) and Robbie (Mark Rendall).  This humbling experience starts a personal growth journey for Ann.  We follow her adventures and misadventures as she and her sons reconcile their family relationship.  Loosely following George Hamilton’s teen years with his mother, even the men in our group found the movie funny and engaging.











 






































																												








Quality Health Plans since 1965


1-800-400-6633














	 


                    


	















































																												








CHRISTINE FUKUSHIMA AWARDED JACL’S SAM S. KUWAHARA MEMORIAL UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP








The following is an excerpt from student SFVJÅCL member, Christine Fukushima’s winning 


essay.  It appeared in PC’s Special Scholarship Issue, September 18-October 1, 2009.





“The world is rapidly becoming smaller, and it is now easier than ever to peer over borders and into the lives of those halfway around the world.  However, I think that journalists have a responsibility to peer without letting their natural bias distort their view.  For example, right now I am taking a class on colonial and neo-colonial Africa, and the headlines in western newspapers clearly reflect the biased viewpoint that has been indoctrinated in the minds of Westerners from a young age.  Practically every headline speaks of war, corruption, and poverty, as if they are the only things that African  can manufacture.  This is why I chose to double major in development studies, an interdisciplinary major that teaches me about a particular third-world region while advocating opening up a dialogue instead of trying to impose Western ideology, and media studies, with an emphasis on journalism.  I plan on pursuing a career as an international journalist because I think that much of the coverage, which places like Africa receive today, is biased and unfair.  Journalists hold the power to determine what news is, and that is not something that should be taken lightly.  The average U.S. citizen acquires much of their knowledge about the rest of the world through the media and thusly, through the endeavors of journalist.  Journalists have a responsibility to inform people of what’s going on around the world because in today’s age, everything affects everyone.  Through the combination of media studies and development studies.  I hope to cultivate an understanding of the places that I want to write about in order to report as an unbiased and ethically responsible journalist.”





Christine attends the University of 


California at Berkeley and is a second year 


undergraduate Intended Development Studies Major









































																												





Please help us lower our postage cost?





      You can greatly help our chapter by getting the Chapter newsletter via email. 


    Please go to � HYPERLINK "mailto:kyosh1@lausd.net" ��kyoshino@verizon.net� and register your e-mail address.




















	 


                    


	















































																												











JACL PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2009


HILTON ORANGE COUNTY/COSTA MESA





Each year the JACL holds an Annual Dinner honoring people who have made a positive impact in the community.  This year continues the thirteen year tradition with the theme, Bridging Communities: the Tradition of Working Together.  PSW will be honoring individuals from the Council on American-Islamic Relations, Kathy Masaoka & Mike Yanagita from Nikkei for Civil Rights and Redress, Nobuko Miyamoto, Dan Kwong, and former National JAÇL President, Ken Inouye from SELANOCO.   In addition, Curtis Takimoto, grandson of Board Member Mabel Takimoto, will entertain us with his ukulele.


The event will be held at the Hilton Orange County on 3050 Bristol Street, Costa Mesa, CA 92626.  Dinner tickets are $100.  To make reservations please contact Barbara Okita at � HYPERLINK "mailto:okitab@yahoo.com" ��okitab@yahoo.com� or at (818)784-5128 ASAP.


































































































SAVE THE DATE!


 	


Be sure to save Saturday evening, December 12, for our annual JACL Christmas Party.  In store for all will be a delicious potluck, gifts for the kids, and a special visit from Santa Claus.














Sumi’s Corner





On September 2, 2009, Board Member, Sachie Doi underwent surgery to remove a tumor in her colon.  After a second operation and weeks in Intensive Care, Sachie is now under care back at Nikkei Senior Gardens.  A plant was sent to her at Nikkei Senior Gardens.


	


A get-well-card was sent to Tom Imai after a fall.  Tom is recuperating at Vista Nursing Home in Sylmar.


	


A get-well-card was sent to Mitsu Asaoka who suffered a mild stroke.  After spending a week in the hospital, 


Mitsu is recovering nicely at home.


	


A sympathy card and koden was sent to the family of Frances Takeda, Board member Nancy Oda’s sister, who passed away on September 12, 2009.

















 


























GRANDPARENTS DAY 2009





The SFV JACL did it again! Hallmark cards celebrate Grandparents’ Day but our JACL delivered!  JACL members worked hand in hand with CC groups and friends to give youngsters a taste of Japanese culture on September 13. The SFV Taiko Group (Andy & Scott Jonokuchi and Stewart Wong) started the day with a big bang. Families came together to try out several traditional crafts and meet new friends. The highlight of the day was Phil Shigekuni’s Camp Experience retold to a generation that needs to know the facts so it won’t happen again.


Youngsters learned how to move gracefully to “Pearly Shells” with Harriet Furuya accompanied by husband, Ken, who played the ukulele. Children and their loved ones could choose from 11 centers. Kids were wowed by anime fans, Matt Nishii and Matt Lewis. Calligraphy was taught by Yoshiko Kawada and teachers from the Japanese Language Institute.  Masako Nishii’s, artistic and creative talents were featured at her face painting center.   Gyotaku (fish print) was modeled by Hazel Isa and Marjorie Woolf, while  Nobuko & Paul Jonokuchi offered a fun crafts center with a beautiful girls’ and boys’ day display. Haiku (poetry) was led by Clara Hashimoto, Linda Tanaka, and Priscilla Mui.   Clara shared that Craig Ishii, PSW Regional Director, composed a beautiful, thoughtful haiku.


Ruth Shinbashi, Ikebana Sensei, and her students helped youngsters create beautiful flower arrangements in coffee mugs. An Origami Center was led by Jami Tanihana with daughters Jaclyn & Tricia, Mie Umeda, and the Monji sisters, Lori, Kristy, & Julie.   A thank you to Kay Yamada for providing the origami sample   The Japanese American National Museum’s Kokeshi exhibit was featured when Emi Scott took simple materials to simulate these dolls with the help of Sue Wong.


With the help of the great cooking committee members, Marion & Phil Shigekuni, Nancy & Yas Gohata, Mitzi & Al Kushida Linda Tanaka, Doreen Kawamoto, Barbara & Dennis Okita, Geri Shiraki and Clara Hashimoto, the obento lunches earned money for future scholarships.


Sugoi Life located in the Northridge Mall donated toys for goodie bags.  Thanks also to Naomi Suenaka for donating the snacks for these bags.  The light-up suckers were a great hit.  Special thanks to Roy Imazu for being there on Saturday & Sunday to help with the facility.  The Intergenerational event was captured with souvenir photos taken by Nancy Takayama.  Mabel Takimoto & Doreen Kawamaoto from the Coordinating Council sold wrist bands, while Trent Miyagishima from Yonsei 15 served cold drinks. Toji and Hitomi Hashimoto informed our guests about Nikkei Senior Gardens.


Grandparents’ Day was a perfect vehicle for the JACL, CC, and Japanese American Community to unite and reach out for the sake of the children and our future.


(Article submitted by Nancy Oda)


Editor’s Note:  Kudos to Nancy Oda who chaired this wonderful event.  Despite dealing with a difficult personal loss, Nancy planned, organized and oversaw this project.  Thanks also to Kay Oda for all of his effort and help.
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JACL/OCA DC Leadership Conference





To all San Fernando Valley Chapter Members,


I was one of the lucky ones who got to participate in this conference.  I was afraid I would be too old to participate but as it turned out, of the 30 selected participates, I wasn't the oldest or next to the oldest.  At my conference the ages ranged between twenty to sixty-something.  So anyone or everyone should think about applying.


During the conference I felt honored to have met over 30 guest speakers; Congress persons, political leaders, Directors of other non-profits and other organizational leaders and their staff. I left Washington DC learning the existence of many other organizations and resources we have access to.


I think the best part about this conference was meeting the other 29 participates, now friends, from across the US; Hawaii to Pennsylvania.





Please read Floyd Mori's message below and pass on.


Nancy Takayama, San Fernando Valley JACL, District Delegate/Past President





Dear JACL Leaders,


It is now time to once again think about getting candidates to apply for the JACL/OCA DC leadership Conference.  The 2010 Conference will be held from March 5-9, 2010, in Washington, D.C., beginning with a reception on Friday night.


The deadline for districts to have the application materials for their approved participants submitted to the JACL Washington DC office is January 15, 2010.  The Pacific Southwest District deadline will be in December 2009.  This is an outstanding


opportunity for members of the JACL to experience the Washington scene, to meet leaders within the Asian American Pacific Islander (AAPI) community, to learn about public policy, and to gain valuable leadership skills.


State Farm generously sponsors the DC Leadership Conference with the districts making a small contribution toward costs for theirparticipants.  Most chapters pay the airfare for the JACL participants unless the district has other arrangements.  The Pacific Southwest Districts pays the airfare, hotel and conference fees.  All meals during the conference, breakfast, lunch and dinner are provided.


Each of the seven JACL districts is guaranteed two slots for the conference.  Each chapter may submit applications to the district governors who will be in charge of the selection process for their districts.  Districts are encouraged to submit alternates if they have more than two candidates as districts do not always fill their two slots, and alternates may be chosen as participants.  The selection of alternates is determined by the Washington D.C. JACL office.


We would expect that participants would use what they learn to benefit their chapters and communities.  It is hoped that some might even run for public office in the future.


To learn more about the JACL/OCA DC Leadership Conference or for further details and the application form, please visit the jacl website:  www.jacl.org.














SFVJACL WEBSITE


Program Co-Chair Karl Nobuyuki has designed a website for our Chapter.  Go to www.sfvjacc.com/JACL.htm to view the names of our 2009 Board members, 2009 schedule of activities, and a photo gallery of our events.














UERU-KA-MU RESTAURANT





	In November of 2007, chef/owner Jun Hirano of Ueru-ka-mu Restaurant treated JACLers to a cooking demonstration at the Community Center.  For a unique eating experience, I highly recommend Ueru-ka-mu  Restaurant in Tarzana.  Small round tables with a sushi bar provides a very friendly and intimate atmosphere.  Like tapas, dishes are served on small plates, each artistically presented.  Some of my favorite dishes include the shrimp ball, tororo-soba, dynamite, and miso cod.  Their sushi is outstanding, using the freshest of seafood.


	Ueru-ka-mu is located at 19596 Ventura Blvd., Tarzana, (818) 609-0993.  


Hours are Mon.-Sat. 6 pm - 12 am.  






































																												





MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT TO OUR ORGANIZATION





Please continue to help recruit new JACL members.





Responses to:  “Why should I join JACL?”


To make a connection with the community


Volunteerism


Grassroots and activism for social justice


A family tradition of continued involvement


Stay current on Japanese American and Asian American issues


Continue the JACL legacy for future generations


JACL member benefits, i.e. insurance, credit union, scholarship, Pacific Citizen, programs, etc.


Cultural events, social outings





A JACL application form is in this issue of the newsletter. If you have recruited new members to our Chapter, please let us know.   For questions and more information email � HYPERLINK "mailto:nancygohata@yahoo.com" ��nancygohata@yahoo.com� or call 1-818-899-4237.


 






































																												





Japanese American Citizens League


Membership Application


Membership Catagories


Regular/Individual:�Regular sustaining members of the organization. 


Couple/Family:�Membership for an individual, their spouse/partner and any children under 25 years of age. 


Youth/Student:�Members 25 years of age or younger or students currently enrolled in a college, trade school, or university. 


1000 Club:�A membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the organization. 


1000 Club Life:�Members who pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership. 


1000 Club or Century Club Spouse:�Spouse or partner of a JACL 1000 Club or Century Club member. 


Century Club:�An exclusive membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the organization. 


Century Club Life:�An exclusive membership category where members pay a lump sum to establish a lifetime membership. 


Millennium Club:�A premier membership category where members make a larger annual contribution to their chapter and national programs of the organization. 


Millennium Club Spouse:	�Spouse or partner of a JACL Millennium Club member. 








( New Member	( Renewing Membership	( Gift Membership    San Fernando Valley Chapter





( Regular/Individual	$67.00	( 1000 Club Individual	$100.00	( Century Club Spouse	$32.00


( Couple/Family	$110.00	( 1000 Club Spouse	$32.00	( Century Club Life	$5000.00


( Youth/Students	$25.00	( 1000 Club Life	$3000.00	( Millennium Club	$1000.00


		( Century Club	$175.00	( Millennium Spouse	$36.00


Member Information


	Member ID: ___________________________(renewals only)


	First Name	________________________________________________________


	Last Name	_________________________________________________________


	Street Address	_________________________________________________________


	Suite/Apt. #	_________________________________________________________


	City	_________________________________________________________


	State	____________________________ Zip Code ____________________


	Phone	_____________________ (Work/Day)   _____________________ (Home)


Payment Method


	( Check	( Credit Card


	Please make checks payable to:	(Visa	( MasterCard	( American Express


	Japanese American Citizens League	Card Number  _____________________________


	    Expiration Date  __________________(month and year)


Send the completed application along with your payment via U.S. mail to:


	JACL Membership


	P.O. Box 45397


	San Francisco, CA  94145-0397








LAW OFFICES OF LAURIE SHIGEKUNI       	TRANSTECH


2555 Ocean Avenue, Suite 202		      	Hal Suetsugu, Vice President


San Francisco, CA 94132 			       	624 Brea Canyon Rd.


(800) 417-5250				       	Walnut, CA 91789


� HYPERLINK "mailto:laurie@calestateplanning.com" ��laurie@calestateplanning.com�		       	(909) 595-8599			    











